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The mystery of immortality

By Ehsan Salehi

Forty days after the devastating events of Black Mon-
day on May 19, 2024, Iran finds itself at a pivotal mo-
ment in its history. The profound shock of these inci-
dents has yet to be fully comprehended, along with
theimplications for this new era. Iran mourns the loss
of one of its finest managers, President Raisi, whose
significance is described by the Supreme Manager as
unparalleled under the sky, emphasizing his crucial
roleinlran’shistory.
ThelslamicRepublic,asadynamicentity,experiences
both losses and gains in response to challenges and
opportunities. President Raisi’s passing is likened to
the loss felt at the victory of the Islamic Revolution it-
self. His exceptional qualities and management were
acknowledged even by critics, marking him as one of
the revolution’s most significant achievements. His
legacy as a devout follower of Imam Khomeini was so
pivotal thatitwas likened to an “opening of openings”
by Imam Khomeini aftera critical victory.

President Raisi exemplified the ideal of an Islamic
Revolution figure, inspiring not only within Iran but
globally. He represented continuity from Imam Kho-
meini’s era, demonstrating the ongoing impact of the
Islamic Revolution. His absence has compelled even
critics to recognize his virtues, highlighting his pro-
found impactonthe nation’s heartsand minds.

Raisi’s management was marked by transformative
qualities evident in his stewardship of Mashhad, the
judiciary,and ultimately the presidency. Each phase of
his career left a lasting imprint on these institutions,
bringing about significant changes. His management
style was characterized by industriousness, fearless-
ness in confronting challenges, commitment to com-
pleting important tasks, popularity among the peo-
ple, efficiency, and a dedication to educating youth.
Hismanagementwas meticulousand detail-oriented,
capable of mobilizingresources effectively.

However, above all these qualities, Raisi’s manage-
ment was rooted in sincerity and purity. These foun-
dational principles were fundamental to his success
and were instrumental in his role as a transformative
manager of the Islamic Republic. His life and martyr-
dom exemplified the power of purity, demonstrating
thatamidsta world marked by corruption and deceit,
true management could emerge based on integrity
and service.

In various management roles throughout his career,
Seyed Ibrahim Raisi found a conducive environment
to enact significant changes. Beginning with senior
positions in the judiciary like leading the General
Inspectorate Organization and serving as its first
deputy, helaterassumed managementrolesat Astan
Quds Razavi, the judiciary, and eventually the pres-

idency. At Astan Quds Razavi, he set unprecedented
standards for transparency, populism, and poverty
alleviation, all while exemplifying integrity in his ac-
tions. His tenure demonstrated that wielding power
could effectively serve the underprivileged and pil-
grims.

As head of the judiciary, Raisi was notably the first to
hold a doctoral degree in private law, reflecting his ex-
ceptional academic credentials. He transformed the
judiciary by fostering openness to criticism and in-
tellectual discourse, a stark departure from previous
practices where even minor critiques in anonymous
mediafaced severerepercussions.

During Ramadan of 2019-2020, just four months
into his tenure as head of the judiciary, he hosted an
iftar gathering attended by nearly all major judicial
figures, a precedent-setting event noted for its inclu-
sivity. His administration also granted numerous par-
dons and substantial sentence reductions to media
figures, demonstrating his ability to wield authority
impartially.

In the 2017 and 2021 elections, despite ethical chal-
lenges from opponents, Raisimaintained ethical stan-
dards and refrained from engaging in unethical be-
havior, showcasing his capacity to keep confidences
while prioritizing publicservice.

As president, he wielded significant authority, yet
he emphasized that these resources were tools for
efficiency and service rather than personal gain. His
strength stemmed from his sincerity and prepared-
ness for pivotal tasks. His untimely passing has left
many questioning the wisdom behind the event, yet
it serves as a reminder of the privilege to live in an
erawhere the remarkable legacies of Shia figures like
Khomeini, Khamenei, Soleimani, and Raisi are under-
stood and cherished.

Amid globalinjustices, the principled managers ofthe
Khomeini school stand as beacons of steadfastness
and service, silencing detractors with their actions at
the pinnacle of management.

Furthermore, the incident underscores the mirac-
ulous power of sincerity. Raisi’s sincerity in life and
martyrdom affirms that true honor lies in God’s
hands, with sincerity receiving divine rewards even
in this life. The unprecedented public mourning and
commemoration ceremonies for Raisi across various
cities underscore the profound impact of sincerity in
winninghearts.

Raisi’s martyrdom has elevated his status as a signif-
icant Islamic figure, akin to the revered martyrs of Is-
lamic history. His legacy and martyrdom in service to
God and humanity are atestamentto his sincerity and
truth.
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Ebrahim Raisi:
A Symbol

of Pure Politics

1 Managing Director of Iran Daily

Martyr Ebrahim Raisistandsasatestamenttothenotionthattruerecognition often comes
posthumously. His death illuminated the life of a man whose true essence and contribu-
tions were only fully appreciated after his passing. Known for his dedication to the princi-
ples of pure and honest politics, Raisi’s legacy continues to inspire, transcending political
affiliationsand touchingthe heartsofall Iranians.

Raisi’spolitical careerwas marked by an unwaveringcommitmentto integrity and nation-
alunity. Unlike many ofhis contemporaries, he was not swayed by factionalism or partisan
agendas. Instead, he saw himselfas aservantofthe people, dedicated to the betterment of
Iranasawhole. Thisnon-partisan approach earned him a unique place in the hearts of the
Iranian populace, who saw in him a politician dedicated to the greater good rather than
personal or party gains.

His tenure in government, though not without its challenges, was widely regarded as a sig-
nificantimprovementover his predecessors. Even his critics acknowledged that hisadmin-
istration broughtaboutmeaningful changesandimprovements, particularlyin comparison
tothegovernmentbeforehis. Raisi’s focus ontransparency,accountability,and servicetothe
nation helpedrestoreadegree oftrustin publicinstitutions thathad been eroded overtime.
Thegrandeur ofhis funeral was astarkindicator ofhiswidespread appeal and the deep re-
specthe commanded among Iranians. The massive turnoutand the collective outpouring
of griefwere notmerely for aformerleader but foraman who symbolized hope and integ-
rity in public service. This overwhelming show of support reflected the people’s appreci-
ation of his efforts to foster a more just and equitable society, irrespective of the political
successesor failuresattributed to histenure.

Ebrahim Raisi’slegacy is multifaceted. Asapolitician, he was a pointof convergenceinIra-
nian politics, embodying the virtues of honesty and dedication. His vision of a united Iran,
free from the shackles of political divisiveness, continues toresonate, particularlyinan era
wheresuchidealsseemincreasingly rare. Raisi’sliferemindsus thatpolitics canbeanoble
pursuitwhen groundedintheservice ofthe nationandits people.
Beyondhispoliticalachievements, Raisi’spersonal charactersethimapart. Hewasknown
for his humility and accessibility, traits that endeared him to the public. His ability to con-
nect with people from all walks oflife, to listen to their concerns, and to act with empathy
and sincerity were hallmarks of his leadership style. This genuine connection with the
populacereinforced the perception ofhim asaleader who truly cared about the welfare of
hiscountrymen.

In examining his contributions, it becomes evident that Raisi was more than just a politi-
cian; he was a statesman in the truest sense of the word. His commitment to ethical gov-
ernance and his vision for a unified and prosperous Iran provide a blueprint for future
leaders. His life and work serve as a reminder that politics, when practiced with integrity
andagenuinedesiretoserve,canindeed beaforce forgood.

The story of Martyr Ebrahim Raisiis one of posthumous recognition and enduring in-
fluence. His approach to politics, characterized by a refusal to engage in partisan con-
flicts and a steadfast focus on national unity, sets a standard that continues to inspire.
AsIran moves forward, the legacy of Ebrahim Raisi will undoubtedly remain a guiding
light, symbolizing the enduring power of integrity and the profound impact of a life
dedicated to the service of others.
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People’s President:
Life and legacy of

Ebrahim Raisi, who
redefined politics

By Alireza Hashemi

Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi, Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian and two other

officials have been declared dead after their helicopter crashed in the mountains of northeastern
Iranon 19may. Theincidenttookplace in East Azerbaijan province after President Raisi and his
accompanying delegation werereturning after inaugurating two hydraulic dams on the border with

Azerbaijan.

The helicopter had to make a hard landing due to inclement weather conditions -including heavyrain
and dense fog - which made it difficult for search and rescue teams to carry out the operation.
Thewreckage of the chopperwas discovered by emergency rescue teams in the wee hours of 20 may
morningindense forests nestled between the cities of Varzaqan and Jolfa in East Azerbaijan province.
Pir-Hossein Koulivand, head of the Iranian Red Crescent Society (IRCS), announced in televised remarks
thatno sign of life was found on the crashed chopper, ending all hopes of survivors.

Who was Ebrahim Raisi?
Ebrahim RaisiwasbornonDecem-
ber14,1960,inthecity of Mashhad
innorthwesternIran.

He rose through the ranks to be-
come one of the most important
political figures in the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, holding many key
positions, including the chief of the
judiciary, before taking the helm.
From2004to 2014, Raisiservedas
Iran’s deputy chiefjustice and was
known for his fair and humane ap-
proach, which won him many ad-
mirersacross the country.

In 2014, he was appointed as the
country’s Attorney General, a posi-
tionheheld until 2016.

He then became the custodian of
the holy shrine of Imam Reza, the
eighth Shialmam,inhishometown
Mashhad. As the custodian of the
shrine, he accomplished works
thatwerenotdone before.

His most notable appointment
came in March 2019 when the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei,
chosehimtolead Iran’sjudiciary.
He succeeded Sadeqh Amoli Lari-
jani, who was appointed the head
ofthe Expediency Council.
Asthehead oftheIranianjudiciary,
Raisiinitiated amuch-lauded cam-
paign against corruption in the
systemand enacted laws to protect
women againstdomesticviolence.
His popularity rose tremendous-
ly during his stint as the Iranian
judiciary chief, which paved the
ground for his political innings - as
the chiefexecutive.

How did he make a political
foray?
A noted Islamic scholar, Raisi
served as a member of the Assem-
bly of Experts from South Kho-

rasan province and was first elect-
ed fromthereinthe 2006 election.
In 2016, he became the deputy
leader of the Assembly of Experts,
a Constitutional body responsible
forappointing the Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution. Ayatollah Janna-
tiheadsthebody.

Raisi became a household name in
Iran and across the Muslim world
in 2017 when he ran as a popular
candidate in the presidential elec-
tion against then-President Has-
san Rouhani.

He ended up second in that elec-
tion after Rouhani, who secured
23.5 million votes against Raisi’s
15.7 million.

However, his second presidential
bidin 2021 saw him emerge as the
decisive winner, assuming leader-
ship ofthe country for the next four
years.

In the 2021 election, Raisi won a



landslide victory, pocketing 17.9
millionvotesoutofthe 28.9 million
cast, establishing hisreputation as
apopular political figure.

The eighth president of Iran offi-
cially began his tenure on August
3,2021.

How was his governance dif-
ferent?
Raisi’s election came at a time of
significant challenges for Iran, in-
cluding economic hardships exac-
erbated by US-led sanctions and
heightened tensions with Wash-
ington.
His election campaign was cen-
tered on combating corruption
and alleviating economic hard-
ships.
After taking office, he hailed the
youth as Iran’s most valuable asset
and the economy’s driving force,
committing to addressing their

primary concerns, such as unem-
ployment.

Moreover, Raisi stressed the need
to overhaul the bureaucratic sys-
tem, combat corruption and bu-
reaucratic inertia, and pledged to
reduce inflation to a single-digit
level by boosting production.

He supported diplomatic efforts to
neutralize the impact of Western
sanctions and improve the liveli-
hood ofthe Iranian people.

A staunch critic of American pres-
ence in the region and its policy of
imposing sanctions on indepen-
dent nations, Raisi vowed to “not
waste a single moment” in getting
sanctionslifted, rather focused.
The Iranian president declared
that removing “cruel” sanctions
would be an “obligation” for his ad-
ministration, achievable through
active economic diplomacy and
neighborhood-friendly policy.

Headoptedafirmerand pragmatic
stance in Iran’s foreign policy, par-
ticularly in negotiations with the
US and European powers to revive
the 2015 nuclearaccord.

His tenure witnessed fresh talks to
salvage the accord that had been
derailed by former US president
Donald Trump. But those efforts
again hita snag due to US procras-
tination on sanctionsremoval.

The 63-year-old president passed
away in a helicopter crash during
avisit to Eastern Azerbaijan prov-
ince, where he and his Azerbaijani
counterpart, [lham Aliyev, inaugu-
rated two dams built on the Aras
River.

Iran’s Foreign Minister, Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian, the governor
of Iran’s East Azerbaijan province,
and other officialsand bodyguards
were also on board the chopper
thatcrashed.
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Key Management and
Political Positions

» Thirteenth President of the Islamic Republic of Iran
(since2021)

» Head of theJudiciary of the Islamic Republic of Iran
» FirstDeputy Chairman ofthe Assembly of Experts
» Custodian of Astan Quds Razavi

» Member of the Expediency Discernment Council as
bothapersonal and official member

»FirstDeputy of the Judiciary

» Attorney General of Iran

» Head of the General Inspection Organization
»Prosecutor of Tehran

» Prosecutor of the Islamic Revolution of Karaj and
Hamedan Province

» Member of the fourth and fifth terms of the Assem-
bly of Expertsrepresenting South Khorasan

» First Secretary of the Headquarters for the Promo-
tion of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice inIran

» Founder of the Fatemeh Zahra Seminary (for women)
in Tehran (Nassrneighborhood)

» Founder of the Imam Hadi Specialized Center for Shia
Studiesunderthe supervision ofthe Qom Seminary

» Special Judicial Mission by Imam Khomeini (RA)
alongside Niyeritoaddress special reports

» Member of the Board of Trustees of the Execution of
Imam Khomeini’s Order for ten years, appointed by
the Supreme Leader
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Key Responsibilities
by Official Position

»Member ofthe Supreme Council of Cyberspace
»Member ofthe Supreme Council of Standards
»Member ofthe Supreme Petroleum Council

» Member of the Council for the Development of
Easternand Western Iran

» Member of the Supreme Council of Money and
Credit

» Member of the Headquarters for Combating
EconomicCorruption

» Member of the Headquarters for Combating
Narcotics

International Conference Speeches

» Conference on Combating Administrative Corrup-
tionin Africa

» Conference on Combating Organized Crime in Ar-
gentina

» Conference on Administrative Health in Sochi, Rus-
sia

» Conference on Human Rights in Pakistan

» Conference on the Role of Ashura in Social Changes
-Istanbul, Turkey

» Conference on the Implications of Constitutional
Lawin Preserving Human Rights - Nigeria

» International Cooperation Conference on Combat-
ing Corruption - China

» United Nations Human Rights Conference - Geneva
» Conference on Combating Administrative Corrup-
tion in the Philippines, appointed as Deputy of the
AsianInspectors General

» Numerous other specialized meetings attended by
officials fromvarious countries

Recent Responsibilities

» President ofthe Islamic Republic of Iran

» Member of the Expediency Discernment Council of
theIslamic Republicoflran

» Deputy Chairman of the Assembly of Experts of the
Islamic RepublicofIran

» Member of the Supreme National Security Council
oftheIslamic RepublicofIran

» Member of the Supreme Council of the Cultural Rev-
olution of the Islamic Republicof Iran
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Leader's
Condolences on
the Martyr-Like
Death of the
President and
his Entourage

LEADER OF THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTION
DECLARES 5 DAYS OF PUBLIC MOURNING

essage of Condolence Following the Martyr-like Death of the President

Mr. Amir-Abdullahian, the com-
batantandactive Foreign Minister;
M. Malik Rahmati, the revolution-

of Iran; Dr Hosein Amir-Abdullahian, the Foreign Minister; Hujjatul ary and religiously devout Gover-
slam Ale-Hashem, Representative of the Leader in East Azerbaijan; nor of East Azerbaijan; the flight
Dr Rahmati, the Governor of East Azerbaijan; and their esteemed crew,and othermembers ofthe en-

entouragein adisastrousairaccident. tourageallwenttomeettheir Lord.

WD) A R A 1 B G R TG I R A A 2 M EE | hereby declare five days of nation-

al mourning and extend my con-
dolences to the dear people of Iran.
Inthe Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful According to Article 131 of the Con-

stitution, Mr Mukhber will assume
the position of managing the exec-
utive branch and, with the heads of
the legislative and judicial powers,
is entrusted with the responsibility
for arranging the election of a new
president within a maximum of fifty
days.

Finally, I would like to extend my
heartfelt condolences to Mr Raisi’s
esteemed mother, hisnobleandre-
spected wife, and his other surviv-
ing family members, as well as the
honourable families of his entou-
rage, especially Mr Ale-Hashem'’s
venerable father. | pray for their

“Indeed, we are from Allah, and to Him do we Return.”
[tiswithgreatsorrowand deepregretthatlhavereceived the bitternews
of the martyr-like passing of the combatant cleric, the popular and com-
petent President, the dedicated servant of Imam Reza (peace be upon him),
His Eminence Hujjatul Islam wa al-Muslimeen Hajj Seyed Ibrahim Raisi,
and his esteemed entourage. May God’s mercy be upon them.

This tragicincident occurred while an act of service was being undertak-
en.Fortheentiretimehe servedin thisoffice,duringhis short presidency
and before, this noble and selfless man tirelessly dedicated himself to
servingthe people, the country,and Islam.

Thebeloved Raisi did notknow the meaning of fatigue. The nation of Iran
haslost a sincere, devoted, and valuable servant to this unpleasant inci-
dent. He made the people’s welfare and satisfaction a priority, and that
satisfaction indicates divine satisfaction above everything else. There-
fore, his grievances from ingratitude and the criticism of some ill-inten-

Special Issue tioned individuals did not hinder his relentless efforts for progress and

on Passing of reform day and night. patience, solace, and divine mercy
Pres@ent §eyyed In this fateful incident, such prominent figures as Hujjatul Islam forthedeceased. o _
Ebr-ahlm RaISI.and Ale-Hashem, the beloved and reputable Friday Prayer Leader of Tabriz; Sayyid AliKhamenei
his companions 20/05/2024
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UNGA

pays tribute
to Iran's late
president

The United Nations General Assembly held a plenary
meeting on Thursday(30May) to pay tribute to the late
president of Iran Ebrahim Raisi and his entourage,
whodiedinahelicopter crash on May 19.

Following the observing ofaminute of silence, Dennis
Francis, presidentofthe General Assembly, offered his
deepest condolences to the government and people
oflIran.

He said president Raisi “led his country’s contribu-
tion to shape the tenets of our multilateral system
and international cooperation”, according to the UN
official website. Francis also honored the memory of
late foreign minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian — “a
consummate diplomat who faithfully stood along-
side presidentRaisiin representing Iran on the global
stage”.

Secretary-General of the United Nations Ant6nio Gu-
terres also extended his condolences to the families,
thegovernmentand people ofIran. PresidentRaisiled
Iran at a challenging time for the country, the region
and globally, he said.

“In these difficult times, international and re-
gional cooperation are needed more than ever”
in order to build confidence, prevent conflictand

resolve disputes, Guterres said. To this end, he
assured the Iranian people that the United Na-
tions stands in solidarity with them and in the
quest for peace, development and fundamental
freedoms.

Additionally, Burundi’'s UN Ambassador Zéphyrin
Maniratanga, who spoke on behalf of African nations,
praised the Iranian president as a “distinguished
leader who devoted his life to serving his nation and
fostering international cooperation particularly with
African countries.”

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s Permanent Representative to
the UN Munir Akram spoke on behalf of the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation.

“We take solace in the historical contributions of the
former Iranian President to the vision and mission
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, notably
its central cause of the restoration of the inalienable
rights of the Palestinians and the protection of the
sanctity ofholy mosque of Al-Quds Sharif,” he said.
Speaking for the Non-Aligned Movement, the rep-
resentative of Uganda emphasized that Raisi and
Amir-Abdollahian were “instrumental” in strength-
eningcooperationamongmembersofthebloc.

Iran Daily

A picture of
late Iranian
president
Ebrahim Raisi
Is displayed

as the United
Nations General
Assembly
holds a tribute
to him at UN
headquartersin
New York

on May 30,
2024.
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Millions
farewell

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
and Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian and other martyrs
were laid to rest, concluding days of
funeral attended by several million
of mourners afterthey werediedin
a helicoptercrashon Sunday.

At least three million mourners marched in Raisi’s
home town Mashhad Thursday to bid farewell to the
president, the mega city’s mayor said, following pro-
cessions in the cities of Tabriz, Qom, Tehran and Bir-
jand.

Later at dusk, the president’s body was lowered into
a tomb at the Imam Reza (PBUH) Shrine, where Shia’s
eighthImamisburied.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei, expressing his deep sorrow over the “mar-
tyrdom-like passing”, announced five days of national
mourning on Monday.

bid
to Raisi

The cortege carrying the coffins of the “martyrs” at-
tracted huge numbers of mourners who thronged
main thoroughfares and adjoining streets for several
kilometers, whereveritwent.

In Tehran, Ayatollah Khamenei and representatives
ofthe regional resistance groups prayed over the cof-
fins Wednesday (23May), before millions of people fol-
lowed a processiondown Tehran’s main boulevard.
The Leader also met the president’s family in his res-
idence, viewing the former president “as a symbol of
theIslamicRevolution slogans”. He described the peo-
ple’s admiration for Raisi as a message to the world in
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supportofthe Islamic Republic.

The Iranian foreign minister was buried south of Teh-
ran. Tensofthousandsofmournersgatheredinthetown
of Shahr-Rey in Tehran Province on Thursday (23May)
forafuneral ceremony, which ended in Amir-Abdollahi-
an’sburialin the shrine of Shah Abdolazim.

Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh attended the prayers and
recounted President Raisi telling him that the Oct. 7
operation by Palestinian fighters against Israel was an
“earthquakeinthe heartofthe Zionistentity”.
Statesmen from West Asia and beyond from some 60
countries attended a later memorial service, including

Iraq’s Prime Minister Mohammed
Shia’ al-Sudani, Pakistan’s Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Qatar’s
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani and Tunisian President Kais
Saied.

Tajikistan’s President Imomali
Rahmon, Armenian Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan, Saudi Arabia’s
Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin
Farhan and Sheikh Abdullah bin
Zayed, and the UAE’s minister of
foreign affairs, were other foreign
representatives who traveled to
Tehran, meeting Iranian leaders to
express their condolences.

Also, the resistance officials in-
cluding Deputy Secretary-General
of the Lebanese resistance move-
ment Hezbollah Sheikh Naim Qas-
sem, Deputy Secretary-General of
the Islamic Jihad resistance move-
ment, Mohammad al-Hindi, and
the senior representative of Ye-
men’s National Salvation Govern-
ment, Mohammed Abdul-Salam
were in Tehran to pay tribute to the
late presidentand hisentourage.
Earlier tens of thousands of people
lined the streets of Birjand, capital
of the eastern province of South
Khorasan, to bid farewell to the
late president as his coffin move
through the main street.
Presidentofthe UN General Assembly
Dennis Francis paid tribute to Raisi
and Amir-Abdollahian by visiting the
Islamic Republic’s mission in New
York on Thursday to sign a memorial
bookin honor of the deceased Iranian
officials. Representatives of 50 coun-
tries in the United Nations have also
signed the book opened in memory of
them.
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The Messages of World

Demise of Martyr Raisi

China

China’sLeaderXiJinping:

“Deep condolences to the Iranian government and
people, Raisi’stragicdeathisagreatlosstotheIranian
people,andthe Chinese peoplealsolostagood friend,”

Russian PresidentVladimir Putin:

“Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi was an outstanding politician
whose entire life was devoted to serving his Moth-
erland. He enjoyed the well-deserved respect of his
compatriots and high prestige beyond his country. As
atruefriend ofRussia,hemadeaninvaluable personal
contribution to the development of good neighborly
relations between our countries and made great ef-
forts to advance them to the level of strategic part-
nership, I have had the privilege of meeting Seyyed
Ebrahim Raisi on multiple occasions, and [ will always
cherish the fond memories of this wonderful man.
Please convey my heartfelt condolences and support
to the family and friends of the late President, as well
as to all those affected by this tragic incident. I extend
my wishes for strength to the Iranian people as they
navigate through this challenging and irreparable
loss,”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi:

“Deeply saddened and shocked by the tragic demise
of Dr. Seyed Ebrahim Raisi, President of the Islamic
Republicoflran. His contribution to strengthening In-
dia-Iran bilateral relationship will always be remem-
bered. My heartfelt condolences to his family and the

people of Iran. India stands with Iran in this time of
sorrow.”

Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif:

“Pakistan will observe a day of mourning and the flag
will fly at half-mast as a mark of respect for President
Raisiand hiscompanionsandinsolidarity with Broth-
erlyIran.”

PresidentRecep Tayyip Erdogan:

“I ask the Almighty God for mercy for my dear coun-
terpart, my brother, and the honorable president of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, Mr. Ebrahim Raisi, who
unfortunately passed away in a helicopter accident.
[ wish God’s mercy for the Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Iran and others who lost their lives in the helicop-
ter accident. I express my deepest condolences to
the nation and the government of Iran, especially to
(Grand) Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the leader of Iran, and
the honorable Raisi family and other deceased. As a
counterpart who personally witnessed his efforts to
calm to serve the people of Iran and the region during
histenure,Iremember Mr.Raisiwithrespectand grat-
itude

European Union

President of the European Council, Charles Mi-
chel:

“The European Union offers its condolences for the
death of President of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Ebrahim Raisi, Foreign Minister Hussein Amir Abdol-




Leaders on the Sad

and His Companions

lahian, and other Iranian officials involved in the trag-
ic helicopter crash on Sunday. The EU expresses its
sympathies to the families of all the victims and to the
Iranian citizens affected.”

SaudiArabia

King Salman:

“We learnt of the news of the death of His Excellency
Dr. Ebrahim Raisi, President of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, and his companions - may God have mercy on
them - and we send you and the brotherly people of
the Islamic Republic of Iran our deepest and sincere
condolences.”

0

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi:

“The president of the Arab Republic of Egypt prays
that the deceased Iranian President and the depart-
ed may rest in God Almighty’s mercy, and grant their
families patience and solace, expressingthe solidarity
ofthe Arab Republic of Egypt with the Iranian leader-
shipand peopleinthisterribleincident.”

|
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Prime Minister Mohammed Shia’ Al-Sudani:
“We express our solidarity with the brotherly Iranian
people and the officials of the Islamic Republic during
this painful tragedy.”

Spokesperson Yoshimasa Hayashi:
“The country expressesitsdeepestcondolencestothe
governmentand people of Iran over the death of Pres-

identRaisiand the foreign minister”

Jordan
King Abdullah:

“Deepest condolences to the brothers, leadership,
governmentand people ofthe Islamic RepublicofIran
on the death of Brother President Ebrahim Raisi, For-
eign Minister Brother Hossein Amir-Abdullahian and
those accompanying them. May God have mercy on
them all. We stand in solidarity with our brothers in
Iraninthis difficult circumstance.”

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim:

“His (President Raisi’s) dedication to justice, peace, and
the upliftment of the ummah [the Islamic community]
was truly inspiring. In our meeting last November, we
committed ourselves to bolstering Malaysia-Iran re-
lations, working together for the betterment of our
peoplesand the Muslim world. Our pledge will be ful-
filled.”

Pope Francis

The Pope sent condolences to Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on Monday following the death
of President Ebrahim Raisi in a helicopter crash. “I send
condolences upon the deaths of President Ebrahim Rai-
si, Foreign Minister Hossein AmirAbdollahian, and all
who perished in yesterday’s helicopter crash, Entrust-
ingthesoulsofthedeceased tothe mercy ofthe Almighty,
and with prayers for those who mourn their loss, es-
pecially their families, I send the assurance of spiritual
closenesstothenationatthisdifficulttime.”
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Qatar

Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani:

“Asking God Almighty for mercy and forgiveness for
[those killed] and for their families with patience and
solace. Webelongto Allah and to Him we shall return.”

Sudan’s Sovereign Council Head, Abdel Fattah Al-
Burhan:

“Oursincere condolences and sympathy to the friend-
ly Iranian people. We pray to God Almighty that he
may have mercy onthe Presidentand hiscompanions,
and grant their families patience and solace, express-
ing the solidarity of the Government of Sudan and its
people with the leadership and the Iranian people in
thisgreatloss,”

Syrian Presiden Bashar Al-Assad affirmed Syria’s sol-
idarity with the Islamic Republic of Iran and the fami-
lies of the dead. President Assad added that Syria had
worked with thelate presidentto ensure strategicties
between Syria and Iran remained prosperous, recall-
ingRaisi’simportantvisitto Syriaas partofenhancing
ties forthe benefitofboth nations.

United Arab Emirates

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan:
“I extend my deepest condolences to the Iranian gov-

ernment and people over the passing of President
Ebrahim Raisi, Foreign Minister Hossein Amirab-
dollahian and those accompanying them following a
tragicaccident.”

Venezuela

PresidentNicolas Maduro:

“Deeply saddened to have to say goodbye to an exem-
plary person, an extraordinary leader of the world as
our brother Ebrahim is, and will always be, an excel-
lent human being, defender of the sovereignty of his
people,and unconditional friend of our country.”

Bangladesh

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina:

“I am deeply shocked and saddened to hear about
the sad demise of President Dr. Seyyed Ebrahim
Raisi, Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr. Hossein Ami-
rAbdollahian, and members of the entourage in
the tragic accident of the helicopter carrying them.
In this hour of grief, on behalf of the Government
of Bangladesh and on my own behalf, I convey our
deepest condolences to the Government and the
brotherly people of Iran.” Announcing a national
day of mourning on Thursday (23 May), She added:
“On the day, the national flag will be at half-mast
in all government, semi-government, and autono-
mous institutions and educational institutions, in-



cluding all government and private buildings and
Bangladesh missionsabroad.”

Prime Minister Mullah Mohammad Hassan
Akhund:

“We share our grief with the Islamic Republic of Iran
and the people of that country and offer our condo-
lences to all the families of the victims, the nation and
the governmentoflran,”

Presidential Spokesman AjuriNgelale:

“President Bola Tinubu extends his condolences to
the governmentand people of the Islamic Republic
oflran over the passing of President Ebrahim Raisi;
Iranian foreign minister, Hossein AmirAbdollahi-
an, and other officials in a helicopter crash. Pres-
ident Tinubu expresses profound grief over this
disturbing tragedy, and describes President Raisi
as aleader who was passionately committed to the
developmentofIran.”

“ActingState Presidentofthe SocialistRepublicofViet-
nam Vo Thi Anh Xuan, Prime Minister PhamMinh
Chinh, and President of the National Assembly Tran
Thanh Man, are grieved to learn aboutthe passing of
President Ebrahim Raisi, Ministerof Foreign Affairs

Hossein Amir-Abdollahian andother members of the
entourage. They extendedtheir deepest condolences
to the interim President of Iran, Mohammad Mokh-
ber, Parliamentspeaker Mohammad Bager Qalibaf,
and through them, to Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei; the governmentand-
peopleofran.”

The World Health Organization

“We express our condolences to the people oflran and
the families of the late President EbrahimRaisi, For-
eign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian,and allthose
wholosttheirlivesinthe helicoptercrash yesterday.”

United Nations

Spokesman for UN Secretary-General Anténio Gu-
terres:

“The Secretary-General is saddened by the death
of Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi, President of Iran, Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian, Minister for Foreign Affairs,
and their colleagues in a helicopter accident on 19
May. The Secretary-General expresses his sincere
condolences to the families of the deceased and to
the Government and people of Iran.” The United
Nations office in Geneva also raised the flag of our
country at half-mastin the headquarters of this or-
ganization as a sign of sympathy with the Iranian
nation.
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Leaders at Raisi’s
funeral highlight
Iran's work to
repair Arab ties

Thelist offoreign dignitarieswho attended Iranian president Ebrahim Raisi’s funeral on Wednesday
underscored how Tehran’s efforts to blunt US sanctions and mend ties with its neighbors have paid off.

ewotheroccasions could have broughtthe foreign ministers of Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates,

and Bahrain into close quarters with the leaders of US-designated “terroristgroups” Hamas and Hezbollah.

Alongside them were representatives from Yemen'’s Houthiresistancegroup and Afghanistan’s Taliban, as

well as a former aide to Russian President Vladimir Putin.

The emir of Qatar, which hosts the biggest US military basein the Middle East, was also there.
Theguestlist showedjust how hard Iran has worked to repair ties with major Arab countries even ifthey

remainvital US allies that have normalized ties with Israel or are considering to do so. Raisi’s ceremony even

included a Tunisian president’s firstvisit to Iran since the Islamic Revolutionin 1979 and rare appearances by
the foreign ministers of Jordan and Egypt.

Hezbollah, based in Lebanon and
whose fighters are exchanging
fire with Israel almost every day,
is Iran’s strongest backed group.
Hezbollah’s Deputy Chief Sheikh
Naim Qasem stood behind Iran’s
Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei as the latter led the fu-
neral prayers. Hewastheonly Arab
to have suchaprominentpresence
there.

Hamas was represented by its
political leader, Ismail Haniyeh,
who’sbasedin Qatar.

Before Raisi’s election in 2021,
Iran’s government was run by a
moderate president who wanted
to improve ties with the West and
reduce its dependence on Chinese
investment. That changed under
Raisi and tensions between the Is-
lamicRepublicand the USand Isra-
el have worsened, especially since
thewarin Gazaeruptedin October.
Iran has worked hard to neutralize a
raft of US sanctions tightened under
both Donald Trump and Joe Biden.
Many countries in the region have
been willing to continue doing busi-
nesswith Iranorkeepingdiplomatic

tiesopenevenifdoingso contradicts
Washington’swishes.

Iran’s power

Many are wary of Iran given its
powerful military and the reach
of its backed groups. The Houthis,
funded and trained by Iran, have
attacked Saudi Arabia and the UAE
with drones and missiles in recent
years, at times targeting oil facil-
ities. That's a key reason both Ri-
yadh and Abu Dhabi have sought
to ease relations with Tehran. The
Saudis and Iranians restored dip-
lomatic ties last year through a
deal Chinahelped broker.

Video from Tuesday’s ceremony in
Tehran showed tens of thousands
of people gathered to mourn Rai-
si, who waskilled along with Iran’s
foreign minister Hossein Amir-Ab-
dollahian and others in a helicop-
ter crash on May 19.

Hamas released photos of Haniyeh
smiling and waving as he walked
through crowds, even as its fight-
ers continued to battle Israeli forc-
esinGaza.

Accountsvaried aboutthe number

of countries represented at Raisi’s
funeral, though officials from Leb-
anon, Iraq, Pakistan, Azerbaijan,
Belarus, Uzbekistan, and many
other countries were there. Russia
and China, two countries that have
boosted ties with Iran amid the US
isolation, sentlow-level officials.
Such funerals are often delicate
political and diplomatic dances.
Countries sometimes look to sig-
nal their empathy for the country’s
people while avoiding any action
suggesting they back the leaders’
decisions.

The US wrestled with just such a
dilemma over Raisi’sdeath. The US
State Department issued a state-
ment expressing its “official con-
dolences” over the death, a mes-
sage that was directed at regular
Iraniansand nottheregimeitself.
TheUSgovernmenthashadalmost
no direct contact with Iran since
former president Donald Trump
pulled out of the nuclear accord in
2018. No US official attended the
ceremony on Tuesday.

The full article first appeared on
Bloomberg.
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Raisi’s role was to
bring diplomacy
into the service of

the field

‘ By Hamid Shahriari

Thesecretary general ofthe World Forum for Proximity of Islamic Schools of Thought

Under the government of the late
President Ebrahim Raisi, the path
of the resistance movement was
paved. The presidency of Dr. Ebra-
him Raisi had a significant impact
on highlighting the achievements
of the struggle against Israel, par-
ticularly in operations such as
Al-Agsa Storm and the True prom-
ise. Although he did not directly
participate in these actions, his
political support facilitated the
weakening and eventual defeat
of Israel. Raisi’s role was to bring
diplomacy into the service of the
field. Unlike the previous admin-
istration, Raisi’'s government
aligned diplomacy with the resis-
tance efforts, moving in complete
accordance with the principles of
the leadership. He had no diver-
gence from the Supreme Leader’s
guidance and was committed to
realizing the overarching policies
of the system and the directives
of the Supreme Leader, Ayatollah
Khamenei. During Raisi’s admin-
istration, all ministries strived to
fulfill the Leader’s demands, cre-
ating unity and coherence across
the country,whichwasatestament
to his vision and an achievement
of his government. Without this
perspective, we would not have
reached the success of Al-Agsa
Storm. When fighting in the field,
ifdiplomacy does not supportyou,
you face defeat from the outset. We
are not pursuing territorial con-
questbut rather aim to emphasize

justice in thoughts and ideologies.
Until now, the ideal world was por-
trayed as that defined by the West
and America. However, we intend
toconvey thatanideal worldisone
wherejustice prevails.

When the Islamic Republic sup-
ported Syria, the world accused us
ofbacking a dictatorial regime. We
believed that, as in all countries,
the people of Syria should decide
their internal matters. We have
never interfered in the internal
affairs of any country. Addressing
this accusation was challenging
because the primary concern of
the Islamic Republic was not sup-
porting a specific government but
strengthening the resistance axis.
Our analysis indicated that Israel
sought instability in Syria to harm
the resistance axis, which includes
Hezbollah and Hamas. This was
our perspective, but some Arab
leaders could not comprehend the
issue correctly.

It took considerable time for both
the world and regional countries to
realize how correct and principled
the Islamic Republic’s resistance
policies were. Following the Al-Ag-
sa Storm operation, the perception
of the Islamic world towards the
Islamic Republic of Iran changed.
Those who previously claimed that
theIslamic Republicaimed to create
a Shia Crescent recognized Iran’s
support for Hamas, predominantly
Sunni, understanding the depth of
Iran’s strategy. Thus, we have en-

gaged with and continue to interact
with the Sunni community. Time has
proven thatthe IslamicRepublichas
acted rightly in its regional policies.
Even some Syrians, whose homes
were destroyed, admitted their mis-
take in listening to the Wahhabis,
who did not come to help them but
aimed to dismantle the resistance
axis, using them as tools for their ob-
jectives. Currently, a large segment
of the Syrian population has come to
thisrealization.

Now, the Islamic Republic of Iran
holds a superior position in the Is-
lamic world, particularly after the
True promise operation. Some in
the Islamic world tried to portray
Iran as hiding behind proxy forces,
using them as shields. However,
the True promise operation re-
vealed to them that Iran has clear
principles and red lines. We do not
seek war, but if Israel attempts to
breach our territorial borders, it
will face a strong response. The
True promise operation brought
dignity and authority to the Islam-
ic Republic. Authority is not only
military power; Arab and Islamic
nations, following the True prom-
ise, understood that the Islamic
Republic of Iran genuinely stands
for justice worldwide. Iran has be-
come a model for nations; while
governments follow their own
paths, the people see us as a sym-
bol of pride and stand with us. This
is the change brought about by the
True promise.



Raisi's most significant
focus in foreign policy

was the adoption of the
‘Look to the East’ policy

- By Hassan Beheshtipour
“ Foreign affairs expert

Despite the martyrdom of Ayatollah Ebrahim Raisi, his
administration has not left the office. I believe the late
president’spathgoeson,atleastuntilthenextpresiden-
tial election. His most significant focus in foreign policy
was the adoption ofthe ‘Look to the East’ policy. Foreign
minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian explained this as
prioritizing establishingrelations with Asian countries.
This does notmean neglecting ties with African or Latin
American countries, but rather prioritizing more en-
gagementwith Asia.

The second point was the expansion of relations with
neighboring countries, with the most notable achieve-
ment being the achieved détente with Saudi Arabia
under Raisi’s presidency. The ties with the Kingdom
were severed as a result of some imprudent actions in
thepast.Nevertheless, tensionswithneighboringcoun-
trieswereresolved oratleastsignificantly reduced.
Another success wasimprovingrelations with Afghani-
stanand the Taliban government. The goal was to main-
tain good relations with the neighboring country, given
the extensive cultural ties, historical commonalities,
and shared interests. Tensions with Pakistan, Turkey,
andIragwereeasedaswell.

The news of the unfortunate death of the presidentand
the foreign minister of Iran surely met with widespread
global reaction. This would have been the case for any
official who lives in a geopolitically significant country,
not just president Raisi. When three countries in the
United Nations Security Council request a moment of
silence, itisalso arecognition of Iran’s status. Thisisnot
to say that I downplay the role played by the late presi-
dent,butrathertoemphasizethatitisIran’sgeopolitical
importance that commands such attention. For a presi-
dent of a country without significant regional or global
standing, the situation would naturally be different.

Raisi was honest and
popular among Iranians

By Mohammadreza Dehshiri

Head ofIran’s School of International Relations

President Ebrahim Raisi was honest and popu-
lar among Iranians. As the country’s Leader men-
tioned, Raisi was a tireless fighter who didn’t shy
away fromthe publicand spared no effortin serving
the community. His relentless efforts to achieve the
ideals ofthe Revolution, promote national interests,
and serve his people were most noteworthy.
Additionally, the participation of various world
leaders in his funeral procession proved that the
good neighborliness policy of Raisi's administra-
tion, spearheaded by the sincere efforts of the mar-
tyred foreign minister, had borne fruit. The wide-
spread public participation in his funeral and the
love thatthey showed forhim elsewherealso elevat-
ed Iran’s political standing and credibility among
theworld’s countries.

We should leverage this new atmosphere, which
has fostered a sense of solidarity and national unity
within oursociety as well, to enhance the dynamism
of our foreign policy. This policy is not tied solely to
Raisi or Amir-Abdollahian butratherto the policy of
the Islamic Republic. However, the key point is that
these individuals implemented this strategy with
strength and determination. [ hope that the inter-
im presidentand foreign minister will continue this
policy with the same vigor and determination.
Consideringthe supportshownby Iranians fortheir
political leaders, I believe we will have a presiden-
tial election with a high turnout. The martyrdom of
the esteemed president Raisi and foreign minister
Amir-Abdollahian has shown that the country’s
path is toward further strengthening the bond be-
tween the nation and the government. This will,
in turn, enhance Iran’s international standing and
credibility.
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Raisi was a
prominent
figurein the
Islamic world

IsaHosseini Mazari

head of Afghanistan’s Tabian Cultural Center

Martyr Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi was
a prominent figure in the Islamic
world. He was deeply committed
to the principles of velayat-e faqih
(guardianship of the Islamic jurist), and
he exemplified piety and adher-
ence to divine ethics. In addition to
his comprehensive knowledge of
Islamic jurisprudence, he was also
well-versedinacademicsciences.

In the realm of foreign relations,
Martyr Raisi sought to maintain dig-
nified and wise relations with the
West while also striving to establish
close ties with powerful Eastern
countries. He aimed to create a bal-
anced international relationship
free from extremism and negli-
gence. His particular focus on neigh-
boring countries is noteworthy.
Following significant changes in our

country and the rise of the Taliban
to power, the relationship between
the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
Afghan governmentand people saw
substantial improvement. He was
thefirstIranianpresidenttoappoint
a special envoy for Afghanistan.
This envoy and his team played a
crucial role in aligning the positions
of Kabul and Tehran, significantly
strengthening the ties between the
twonations. Their effortsresulted in
significantinitiatives, particularly in
fostering Afghanistan’s engagement
with neighboring countries and the
region. Thefirstregional meetingon
Afghanistan, organizedand pursued
by the Islamic RepublicofIran,wasa
testament to his impactful diploma-
Cy.

The policies and programs imple-

mented for migrants during his ten-
ure were exceptional, notably the
census of over two million migrants
who arrived in Iran following the
previous government’s collapse,
which was no small feat. Ayatollah
Raisi rendered significant and com-
mendable services to the Islamic
world, particularly to the resistance
axis countries. His memorable pres-
ence at the United Nations, where
he held the Quran and spoke about
its eternal significance, left a lasting
impression. The affection of Mus-
lims for this authentic warrior and
esteemed figure ofthe [slamicworld
and humanity is enduring. His re-
markable contributions are cher-
ished notonly by Muslims butby hu-
manityasawhole,andhislegacywill
notbeforgotten.



Member ofIran’s Expediency Council

Art of I"isteni

By Mohammad Reza Bahonar

There are reasons behind his pop-
ularity. In the position of a presi-
dent, he was nota man who would
justsit at his desk and give orders.
He knew the art of “listening well”.
He listened to the problems of
the villagers living along the bor-
ders as well as economic activists
whose factories shut down due to
economicproblems.

His main concerns were the coun-
try’s economic prosperity and re-
solving the people’s woes. That’s
why, during his presidency and
also when he was the chief of the
country’sjudiciary,one of his main
concerns was the reopening of
companies and factories that were
shut down due to various prob-
lems.

He was ever seeking to bring
Iranians more satisfaction.
That's why the late president

insisted on making provin-
cial trips to be closely aware
of the problems and demands
of the people in all parts of the
country.

During his short tenure, fine plans
were implemented in the country
to improve infrastructure, espe-
ciallyinthe financialand economic
fields. Although the president did
not tie the country’s economy to
foreign policy, he used diplomacy
toboostthe country’seconomy.
By adopting an informed strategic
policy, he managed to improve re-
lations with Iran’s neighbors and
develop economic cooperation.
However, his government’s for-
eign policy was not limited to the
improvement of relations with
neighbors.

Under his presidency, Iran also
joined two important interna-
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tional organizations, namely the
Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion and BRICS, a group of emerg-
ingeconomies.

Following Sunday’s tragic inci-
dent, condolence messages flood-
ed in from many countries and
international bodies. The declara-
tion of national mourning in sev-
eral countries further proved how
much the late Iranian president
and his foreign minister were well-
knownandloved across the world.
The loss of this beloved president is
alossforthe IslamicRepublicofIran
andits people. But, due to prior chal-
lenging experiences, people’s sup-
port, and the Leader’s prudence, the
Establishmenthasbecomesostrong
that there will be no disruption in
the work of the country in the wake
of the passing away of President
Raisi.
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A Global
Message:
Reflecting on
the Funeral

f Raisi
By:Jalaleddin Fanaei

The funeral of Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi is regarded as a significant and ele-
vated eventin Iran,showcasingboth national unity and authenticlranian
identity to the world. This ceremony, extensively covered by domestic
and international media, not only displayed deep collective emotions
but also represented a rational and strategic approach to spiritual and
cultural currents, a hallmark of Raisi’s influence in highlighting Iran’s
domestic culture and spiritual aspects.

This massive gatheringtranscended mererespectforanindividual, sym-
bolizing a redefinition and reaffirmation of a forgotten spiritual renais-
sance that sought to breathe new life into Iranian society. The funeral of
Raisi was not just a demonstration of national commitment but also a
proclamation for spiritual awakening and the strengthening of the na-
tion’s foundations.

Theliveand precisebroadcastofthis ceremonyby domesticmediashow-
cased widespread public attendance and provided deeper analysis and
insightinto the events, reflecting social commitment and national awak-
ening. Social media platforms also facilitated the exchange of personal
experiences and viewpoints, enhancing societal insight and knowledge
aboutthe fundamental componentsandspiritual roles of figureslike Rai-
siinfortifyingIran’s cultural and social foundations.

However, the mainstream media coverage of the ceremony appeared
carefully curated, with close-up shots dominating the broadcasts, po-
tentially downplaying the true size of the crowd. While many reports
cited “thousands” of attendees, population estimation experts suggest
that millions participated in the ceremonies. Some networks, like CNN,
managed to show parts of the larger crowd, providing a glimpse of the
message the [ranian nation soughtto convey to the world.

It is important to note that for decades since the 1979 Islamic Revolution,
major media outlets and platforms have sought to negatively portray Iran,




often characterizing it as unstable, unsafe, barbaric and ruled by a brutal
dictatorship system. This biased coverage stands in contrast to the broader
international reception of the ceremony, which presented an opportunity to
evaluate Iran’s image. Western media outlets have repeatedly sought to un-
dermineIran’slegitimacyby characterizingits governanceasanillegitimate
“regime”—a term used to suggest a crisis of legitimacy. In this way, Western
media has tried to depict Iran’s governance as disconnected from everyday
Iraniansand unrepresentative ofthe nation.

Yet, Iran remains the largest and perhaps the most democratic system in
the Middle East, amidst a region dominated by autocratic governments.
The event was not only a demonstration of national unity but also a
chance toreflectthe shared relationships and values upheld by the Irani-
anpeople. Providinga comprehensive and balanced perspective on such
events is crucial for promoting mutual understanding between Iran and
the international community. Rather than perpetuating narratives that
fail to capture Iran’s full complexity, a nuanced approach is necessary to
foster genuine dialogue and cooperation.

The phenomenon of massive public participation in political-religious
events, such as the funerals of General Qasem Soleimani and President
Raisi, highlights a significant and undeniable reality: the true nature of
Iranian society is often misrepresented in Western media and scholarly
texts.Social and political science writers mustaddress how, despite their
claims of a deep divide between the government and the people, mil-
lions of Iranians attended the funerals of their leaders, grieving deeply
for their governmentofficials and political representatives.

So-called Iran experts are required to explain how, from their perspec-
tive, this group numberingin the millions does notrepresentthe broader
Iranian populace, but rather a specific and limited faction thatadvocates
for values antithetical to Iranian culture and lifestyle. These values, in-
cluding the promotion of nudity and immodesty, originate from modern
Western culture, where materialisticand hedonisticideals are often pri-
oritized. Such values have warped societies they have infiltrated, to the
extent that gender identification has become a primary focus and the
hottest topic of discussion. These values have been encroaching upon
varioussocieties,includingIran, for years through platformslike movies,
social media, and news outlets.

The funeral of Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi was a profound affirmation of Iran’s na-
tional spiritand the unity ofits people. The ceremony showcased the Iranian
nation’s integrity, resilience, and steadfast commitment to its strategic and
spiritual goals. By participating in this significant event, Iranians demon-
strated theirunwavering connectiontotheirleadersand culturalroots, chal-
lengingnarratives thatseektomisrepresenttheirsociety.

The broad international reception of Raisi’s funeral highlighted the need
for a balanced understanding of Iran, in contrast to the often one-sided
portrayal seen in Western media. The event underscored the nation’s
integrity and solidarity, reaffirminga deep cultural and spiritual heritage
thattranscends political divides.

In conclusion, the funeral of Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi was more than a mo-
ment of national mourning; it was a declaration of the Iranian people’s
unity, resolve, and dedication to preserving their cultural identity and
spiritual values, such as supporting the oppressed people of Palestine,
combating Islamophobia, and rejecting new forms of colonialism and
hegemonicpolicies.
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How Europeis
responding to
death of Iran’s
president

By Eldar Mamedov

Middle Eastaffairsexpert

ﬂ

he crash of the helicopter and the resulting death of Iranian President

brahim Raisiand the country’s foreign minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian came atatensetimein EU-Iranrelations.

ﬂ

ehran’s supportfor the Russian war in Ukraine, supportfor Hamas,

and being classified as a terroristorganizationin the EU have caused

many EU leaders to perceive Iran as one ofthe bloc’s top geopolitical

adversaries.

Despitethat background, European leaders have expressed condolences

and offered assistance in dealing with the aftermath of the accident.
Reacting to the news of the crash, Charles Michel, the former prime
minister of Belgium and currently the president of the European
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ituation closely’. When the deaths of Raisi and Amir-Abdollahian, as

well as others on board, were confirmed, Michel expressed, in thename
ofthe EU, “sincere condolences” and offered “thoughts to the families”
ofthedeceased. EU high representative for foreign policy Josep Borrell

expressed similar sentiments.

Even before the deaths were con-
firmed, the EU, through its com-
missioner for crisis management,
civil protection, and humanitari-
an aid Janez Lenarcic announced
that the bloc was activating, at the
request of Iran, its emergency sat-
ellite mapping services in order
to locate the crash site. The offer
and hashtag that accompanied it
— #EUSolidarity — were repost-
ed by Borrell but met with imme-
diate backlash from other circles.
Notably, some members of the Eu-
ropean Parliament took issue with
what one — from a liberal bloc —
construed as the Commission’s
supportfortheregimein Tehran.

Lenarcic’s team countered that
“facilitating a search and rescue

operation is not an act of political
supporttoanyregime orestablish-
ment. [t is simply an expression of
the mostbasic humanity.” The crit-
ics might have found it ironic that
Iran would ask the EU for assis-
tance, given the abysmal state ofbi-
lateral relations, but the Commis-
sion acted fully in compliance with
the EU’s own guidelines on hu-
manitarian aid. There was no love
lost for Ebrahim Raisi in Brussels,
but, at a time when the EU’s credi-
bility is flagging due toits divisions
and confusions on Gaza, such a
clear case of consistency with its
own declared values is something
to build on — apart from a simple
actofdecency.

And the EU would indeed need to

rebuild its political capital in rela-
tions with Iran. It has important
interests to pursue. For one, Ger-
many and France, alongside the
non-EU Britain, are signatories
of the flailing nuclear agreement
known as JCPOA. As Iran’s nucle-
ar program advances following
President Trump’s withdrawal
from the JCPOA in 2018 and Pres-
ident Biden’s subsequent failure
to revive it, concerns increase in
Europe, as they do elsewhere, that
Iran may be approaching the nu-
clear threshold status, and only a
political decision away from an ac-
tual weaponization of its nuclear
program.

Tensionsinthe Middle East, where
the EU launched earlier this year



its maritime mission to protect
the shipping routes in the Red Sea
from the Iran-backed Houthis, are
another major concern for the EU.
And there are still EU citizens kept
in detention by Iran, such as the
Swedish national and official from
the Borrell-led European External
Action Service Johan Floderus, on
allegedly spurious charges of spy-
ingforIsrael.

Those who lambast EU officials
like Michel, Borrell, and Lenarcic
for supposedly failing to take a
“toughline” against Tehranneglect
to explain how these vital interests
willbe servedin the absence ofany
diplomatic engagement with Iran.
Following maximalist demands
would be even more absurd at a

time when the United States, Eu-
rope’s primary security guaran-
tor, is itself engaged in talks with
Tehran, through intermediaries,
on de-escalation of tensions in the
Middle East and on the nuclear
file. The EU, in fact, has an advan-
tage over the US in that it doesn’t
need to go through third parties to
engage with Iran, since it already
hasdirectchannels of communica-
tions.

The EU will have to tread carefully
in the coming months leading up
to the elections of the new presi-
dent in Iran. Its core interests, as
outlined above, remain unchanged
whoeverisinchargein Tehran.The
EUislikely to concentrate on them,
even if that would fall far short of

the aspirations to see ademocratic
change in Iran. The possible eleva-
tion of the current deputy foreign
minister and chief nuclear nego-
tiator Ali Bageri Kani to the posi-
tion of foreign minister may cause
some advances in reviving at least
some form ofanuclear agreement.
As to the presidential elections,
the mostlikely course of action for
the EU will be to wait and see and
then deal with whoever emerges
on the top, mindful of the fact that
in the Islamic Republic president
haslimited room in setting foreign
policy, with the final decisions to
betakenbythe Leader.

Thefull articlefirstappearedon
Responsible Statecraft.
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Raisi protected
Iranians’
identity against
global tyrants

By Amirhossein Somali

Guestcontributer

Asinternationaltensions continuetorise and wewitnessvariousinternal

and external crises, itbecomesincreasingly evidentthatthemorelranians
achieve self-awareness, thelessvulnerablethey becometo colonial

exploitation inits many forms. This self-awareness can protecttheir

~

uman, material, andspiritualresources frombeing plundered. Dr. Mousa

ajafi, afull professorof political science at the Institute for Humanities
currently headsthis significant center for
umanities. One of his mostimportantprojectsis “Iranian Colonial Studies,”
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ignificant contributionsto theintellectual foundation ofthe Islamic

Revolutionthrough his noteworthy publications, such as “The Philosophy
oftheIslamicRevolution and Our Future,” “Constitutional Studies,”“The
istoryofPolitical DevelopmentsinIran,”and “The Postmodern Revolution
ion.”Inthisinterview, he elucidatestheimportance
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political system.

IRAN DAILY: The people of
Iran participated in the fu-
neral ceremonies for Pres-
ident Raisi and his other
martyred associates in their
millions. How do you inter-
pret this turnout? Why do
you think Ayatollah Raisi was
able toimmortalize hisname
inIranian history?
NAJAFI: I will answer your ques-
tion by citing an example from
Iranian history. There are several
similarities between Seyyed Ebra-
him Raisi and Mirza Taghi Khan-e
Farahani known as Amir Kabir,
one of the significant figures in
Iran’s history. One similarity in
their social standing is that both

J

individuals came from the lower
strata of society and rose through
theirinherent merit to accomplish
substantial foundational work
within approximately three years
of leadership. This includes the
implementation of a national and
indigenous economy, a principle
both firmly believed in. Another
similarity is that both were peo-
ple-oriented and deeply cared for
the public; they stood steadfast by
their beliefs until their last breath.
Ultimately, both were buried be-
side their revered leaders, one be-
side Imam Hussein (PBUH) and the
otherbeside Imam Reza (PBUH).

I provided this historical example
because I believe that understand-

ing history reveals the hidden
secrets of current politics. In my
opinion, what most closely con-
nects these two national heroes
and martyrsis theirindependence
from nefarious foreign policies
and, more importantly, their ef-
forts to cleanse Iran’s governance
from the waves of foreign deceit
and subversion.

Martyr Amir Kabir took the helm
of Iranian politics during Naser al-
Din Shah'’s era when the toxic rem-
nants of the Treaty of Turkmen-
chay had left Iran and its people
weak and suffering. He addressed
and resolved this sinister legacy of
foreign infiltration through his as-
tute policies.

On the other hand, our beloved
Ebrahim was able to confront
those who sought to demean the
body, soul, and identity of Iranians
in the face of tyranny. Thus, this
time, another son of Iran, in the
guise of a religious scholar, wisely
treated the woundsinflicted by the
poor governance of his predeces-
sors who sought to establish rela-
tions with the oppressors.

The last two hundred years of Ira-
nian history have consistently
shown that Iran’s true indepen-
dence shines brightly in the East,
thanks to men like Amir Kabir and
Raisi. As long as this land is rich
enough to nurture such men, for-
eign deceit and subservience will



find no foothold here. The emer-
gence of such stars in a nation’s
political firmament requires pure
soil enriched by the blood of its
martyrs like Amir Kabir and Raisi.

What is your definition of

Iran?
When we speak of Iran, we con-
sider several dimensions: a geo-
graphical Iran, which resembles a
catin shape; a political Iran, which
is larger and takes the shape of a
lion; and a cultural Iran, which is
as expansive as an elephant, ex-
tending to India and Tajikistan.
Furthermore, the Islamic Revolu-
tion hasadded anew dimension to
Iran, one that extends to virtually
all countries with a Shia presence.
The next circle encompasses the
Islamic world, including non-Shia
regions that have drawn closer to
us due to their shared enmity with
our greatestadversary, Israel.
In my view, the foundations of Ira-
nian identity are threefold: Shia
Islam, which has been particu-
larly significant since the Safavid
era; the Persian language; and the
country’s geography and history.
There is an often-overlooked as-
pect of [ran: the unique character-
isticof Shialslam being the majori-
tyreligionhere.
Two groups have resisted dis-
cussions on this topic. The first
group is the Pahlavis, who aimed

to revive pre-Islamic Iran. Their
ideological approach led them
astray, though pre-Islamic Iran
isareality worth acknowledging
initsownright, notin opposition
to Shia Islam. They feared an ac-
curate portrayal of Shia Islam.
The second group emerged as
post-revolution during the rise
of “Ummah-ism.” Some hesitat-
ed to address this topic, fearing
itmight create divisions or upset
Arab or Sunni brothers. This re-
luctance has allowed secular na-
tionalism to grow alongside the
Islamic Republic, which is dan-
gerous.

Shia Islam is the majority in coun-
tries like Iraq, Lebanon, Bahrain,
Yemen, Azerbaijan, and Kuwait,
but these nations have not estab-
lished a “Shia nation” as Iran has.
Unlike Iran, they do nothave a Shia
majority identity.

After the revolution, when the
idea of the “Ummah” (global Muslim
community) gained prominence,
some avoided discussing the sig-
nificance of Shia Islam to prevent
potential conflicts. However, thisis
crucial. Thenotionthatall Muslims
are equal has led some to adopt
an anti-nationalist Ummabh-ism,
which is the opposite extreme of
the Pahlavi view. Both perspec-
tives are marked by excess. Any
ideology, even Ummah-ism, must
have a starting point, and for us,
thatisIran.

The reluctance to discuss Shia Is-
lam properly stems from a fear of
causing division or offending Sun-
ni Arabs. However, failing to ad-
dress this has enabled secular na-
tionalism to grow in our country,
posing a significant risk. The reali-
tyisthatwhile Shialslamisthe ma-
jority in some countries, they have
not forged a Shia national identity
aslranhas.

Dowe owenation-building to

the Safavids or the Pahlavis?
We owe it to the Safavids. The
Pahlavi dynasty cannot be com-
pared to any other royal dynasty
in Iran because unlike the others
that naturally emerged, the Pahla-

vis were dependent from the start.
How can a dependent dynasty
build a nation? This element of de-
pendencyisevidentinthe grandfa-
ther, father, and even the grandson
ofthis family today.

What do you mean by a Shia
nation? You mentioned that
Azerbaijan also has a Shia
majority but has notbecome
a nation. What made Iran a
nation?
This process began during the Sa-
favid era when, through state ac-
tion, Shia Islam transformed into
a national identity in Iran. Some
may argue that the religious schol-
arswere notin charge at that time;
however, this does not negate the
fact. Ultimately, they engaged in
cooperation. Anything that hin-
ders the evolution and growth of
this nation-building process is
doomed to fail. Several forces ini-
tiated disruptions againstthis evo-
lution. One was Nader Shah Afshar,
who attempted to eliminate Shia
Islam.

How can we balance nation-

alismand Ummah-ism?
It’s a very difficult task. These two
concepts do not easily align and
there are inherent conflicts. Forin-
stance, even now, some within the
country question why we invest
somuch in other Islamic countries
thatareneitherIraniannorShia.In
my view, one figure who has suc-
cessfully maintained this balance
isQassem Soleimani.Hewasbotha
patriot and an international figure
ofresistance,aShiaand anIranian,
and everyone considered him one
of their own. He was an extraordi-
naryindividual.

So, reality surpasses theory

and we can observe it tangi-

bly?
Yes, it is tangible. Soleimani didn’t
invent anything; he discovered
that there is an inherent balance
within the Islamic Revolution.
More precisely, Soleimani wasn’t
an exceptional figure who justpre-
sented a balanced interpretation
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ofthe Revolution; he embodied the
Revolution itself. Anyone deviat-
ing from this balance faces difficul-
ties.

If we trace the process of na-
tion-buildingyoumentioned
through subsequent histori-
cal periods, we see this con-
cept manifesting in critical
moments such as colonial
encounters and invasions
from the north and south.
Based on this, when conflict
arose between colonial pow-
ers and Iran, which element
of Iranian identity did colo-
nialism most strive to elimi-
nate?
The first thing colonialism at-
tempts to do is to disrupt this bal-
ance. [t does not want this issue to
persist, as it is dangerous for colo-
nial powers. The balance between
identity and civilization is a threat.
Inthefaceofcolonialism,weseels-
lamic awakening, which is the root
ofthe Islamic Revolution.
Ateverystage ofcolonialintrusion,
there has been a corresponding
identity-based Islamic awakening,
showing that the Islamic commu-
nity is vibrant and resistant to ex-
ploitation. Unlike African or East
Asian societies, Iran’s Islamic soci-
ety is alive and responsive. When
enemies have invaded militarily,
therehasbeenamilitaryresponse;
when they have invaded cultural-
ly, the response has been cultural;
and when they have invaded polit-
ically, the response has been polit-
ical. Today, their incursion is civi-
lizational, encompassing military,
political, cultural, and economic
elements, with stronger software.
Consequently, the Islamicawaken-
ing’s response must also be civili-
zational.

Youviewhistoryasaseries of
“evolutionary ruptures” and
believe that Nader Shah and
Reza Shah created signifi-
cant breaks. Following them,
colonialism introduced a
second rupture, sustaining
its impact for 50 years until
thehistorical self-awareness

achieved through the Islam-
ic Revolution ended it. How-
ever, we must acknowledge
that colonialismafflicted Ira-
niansociety and continues to
evolve in new and complex
forms. In this context, how
should we understand this
phenomenon to prevent fur-
ther ruptures? How should a
historically self-aware Irani-
anconfrontit?
Ruptures are never absolute. Even
during the Pahlavi era’s disrup-
tion, there was continuity, and the
Shia community did not disinte-
grate. If we were to identify who
more astutely sought to destroy
thelraniannation,itwould be Reza
Shah. He aimed to eradicate reli-
gion, correctly understanding that
completing this task was essential
tocreatingarupture.
During Mohammad Reza Shah'’s
reign, the rupture was mainly po-
litical, with attempts toundermine
religion through cultural efforts.
However, both underestimated
the power of religion. They be-
lieved they couldreverse-engineer
the Safavid initiative and change
Iran’s religion. However, changing
a religion is not an easy task; it is
not something to be taken lightly.
Meanwhile, the clergy seized the
opportunity, preserving the reli-
giousaspectofsociety.
They thought they could impose a
secular interpretation of religion,
unaware that Shia Islam is con-
stantly evolving and regenerating.
Shia Islam is essentially a compre-
hensive movement, continuing its
work independently. They did not
anticipate that Shia Islam would
emerge so strongly and manifest
itself as a national revolution. Our
intellectuals also failed to under-
stand the people’strue nature.
The current Islamic movement
in Iran is entirely inspired by Shia
teachings, which enabled it to bal-
ance diverse opinions effectively.
Many Salafi movements are rooted
in Wahhabism, whereas ShiaIslam
in Iran sought to return to its prin-
ciples. Additionally, alongside the
jurisprudence and teachings of the
Ahl al-Bayt, we have philosophy,

mysticism, and Islamic civiliza-
tion. These elements combined to
shapeaunique movement.

Why has Iran, despite be-
ing one of the world’s major
powers at certain times, nev-
erbeenacolonialist?
Examining both ancient and mod-
ern history reveals that Iranians,
even when they were among the
world’s most powerful nations,
largely refrained from colonial-
ism and barbarism. Unlike many
empires, Iranian conquests sel-
dom left a legacy of poverty, ex-
ploitation, and savagery. In an-
cient times, Iran stood against the
colonial expansions of the Greeks
and Romans. During the 10th and
11th centuries, they opposed Por-
tuguese and Spanish aggressors.
In later centuries, they endured
much suffering at the hands of
Western imperialists, especially
the British. More recently, Iran has
been a staunch opponent of Amer-
ican bullying and excessive de-
mands, striving to remain a proud
and dignified nation. Thishasbeen
particularly evident through the
global revolution known as the Is-
lamic Revolution, which defends
the identity and character of Iran
and other Muslims.
The study of Iranian colonialism
encompasses the millennia-long
story of a nation that has neither
been a dominator nor submissive,
remaining vibrant and active to
this day. Consequently, the body
of work on Iranian colonial stud-
ies, and more specifically Iranian
Islamic colonial studies, seeks to
develop and evaluate a native per-
spective on this global phenome-
non. Colonial powers, alongside
their territorial conquests, focused
on eradicating the identities of
their colonies and imposing new
ones, marking a new era in their
global strategy. This included ef-
forts to globalize European lan-
guages, such as replacing Persian
with English in India and promot-
ing French in parts of the Mediter-
ranean and Asia. This focus should
not be confused with the natural
spread of some languages as the



scientific lingua franca; rather; it
underscores the critical role of ac-
ademicstudiesinthe processofco-
lonial domination.

In this context, the significant and
complex field of “Orientalism”
should not be overlooked. This
19th-century Western initiative
aimed to understand the East from
a Western perspective, portray-
ing Eastern peoples as primitive
and irrational. Such depictions
justified Western paternalistic
superiority and domination. This
perspective justified the supposed
need for entities like the East India
Company, symbolizing Western
superiority and the early efforts
of Orientalism. Consequently, the
implementation of colonialist ide-
ologies pushed the West forward
while keeping the East in a state
of backwardness. From this per-
spective, colonial studies, both
consciously and subconsciously,
can address one of the most criti-
cal questions for Eastern societies
regarding their relative underde-
velopment compared to Western
societies—a question that encom-
passes much of the Eastern identi-
tyand character.

Thus, understanding Iranian co-
lonialism can clarify why Iranians,
evenattheirmostpowerful, gener-
ally avoided colonial exploitation
and barbarity. The primary reason
for backwardness, stagnation, and
sometimes decline in various civil
sectors is the pervasive and perni-
cious phenomenon of colonialism.

What are the driving forc-
es behind the civiliza-
tion-building of Iranian
identity?
The identity that leads to our civi-
lization has two main pillars. The
firstpillarisbringingreligion from
the margins to the center, oppos-
ing secularism. Currently, the cler-
gy holds power, and the religious
fabric of society remains strong.

The Islamic Revolution has sig-
nificantly contributed to this. The
scholars of Qom, the Assembly of
Experts, religious teachings, and
the deep-rooted presence of Shia
Islam in Iranian society collective-
ly moved religion from the periph-
erytothe center. Although religion
was on the margins back then, it
had the power to critique the sta-
tus quo effectively. Consequent-
ly, the Shah felt compelled to visit
religious sites like Mashhad and
Mecca and support religious in-
stitutions. His father, who ignored
theseaspects,was quicklyrejected
by the people.

The social base of the revolution
started with small Quranic and re-
ligious gatherings. Initially, it began
in high schools and then spread to
universities. In Isfahan, teachers
were the leaders of the Revolution,
followed by merchants. Contrary to
communist narratives, the working
class and peasants were the last to
join. The cultural sector dominated
the Revolution because it was not
class-based. Workers showed their
support in the final years, mainly to
asserttheirlaborrights.

The second pillar is “resistance to
domination,” which has not devel-
oped asmuch as the first. Resisting
domination requires a deep un-
derstanding of colonialism. Today,
there are fair-minded research-
ers in the West documenting the
crimes of colonialism.

How do you evaluate the sta-

tus of the decolonization

movementintheworld?
A powerful decolonization move-
ment has emerged in the West.
Numerous associations have been
formed, and they are unwilling to
comply with colonial norms. Al-
though the decolonization move-
ment was initially dominated by
Marxists, today other academic
streams are also seriously ad-
dressing this issue. Half of our
recently published collection on
colonial studies is composed of
original works, while the other
half includes works by research-
ers in this field. Some books and
writings related to decolonization
are dominated by leftist perspec-
tives. However, thanks to extensive
scholarly efforts, the Islamic Revo-
lution hasreached alevel ofunder-
standing that allows us to view co-
lonialism independently without
beingaligned with eithertheleftor
theright.
SincethismovementisbasedinlIran,
we have named it “Iranian Colonial
Studies.” It seems we are at the be-
ginning of this journey and need to
mature further. Our focusis onfilling
a45-year gap in this field. There has
been significant neglect in this area,
andoneof ourtasksistomonitorthe
existingefforts. Wemustmakeevery
effort to thoroughly and compre-
hensively introduce and promote
the foundational aspects of Shia
identity withouthesitation.
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with masses

By Humaira Ahad

As fate would have it, the last pro-
vincial trip of the ‘People’s Presi-
dent), from the border region with
Azerbaijan to the northwestern
Iranian city of Tabriz, ended in his
martyrdom.
Thistimehereturnedhomeinacas-
ket draped in the flag of the Islamic
RepublicoflIran.

Visiting the late president’s house
to offer his condolences, the Leader
of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei commended
the tireless spirit of the deceased
soul.

“He told me, I returned from a tour
at 3 am and found it is not possible
to sleep here. In the morning there
was a stone-laying ceremony at
Karaj,” the Leadertold the bereaved
familymembers.

“He said, he went to Karaj the same
night and rested there for one or
two hours to feel fresh in the morn-
ing. He had returned from a twen-
ty-day tour. Allthiswork.”
President Raisi’s untimely and
tragic demise in a helicopter crash
in northwestern Iran, after inaugu-
rating a dam project on the border
with Azerbaijan, came as a shock to
alland sundry.

Apallofgloomdescendedonlranas
people took to the streets to mourn
theirbeloved president.
Announcing his death, Iran’s cab-
inet in a statement lauded the “in-
defatigable and hard-working
president” who made the “ultimate
sacrifice on the path of serving his
nation.”

President Raisi, true to his reputa-
tion, would always be seen among
people, traveling the length and
breadth of the country to meet or-
dinary Iranians and give a patient
hearingtotheir problems.

In his brief presidential stint, he
traveled nearly 40,000 km, cov-
ering all the provinces. His coun-
try-wide trips were mostly re-
served for Fridays. The dedicated
president preferred spending his
weekend among the masses, to be
acquainted with their issues and
consolidate his connection with
people.

Revolution on Raisi
“The simple lifestyle and minimum
formalities in the personal and

working behavior of the (Raisi) ad-
ministration, especially about the

president himself, is impressive to
me,’ the Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution said about the Iranian presi-
dentin August2023.

Ayatollah Khamenei always ac-
knowledged the tireless efforts of
President Raisi and his administra-
tion in improving the livelihood of
thepeopleoflran.
Inamessageissued onMay 20,aday
afterthefatalaircrashthatledtothe
death of the Iranian president and
his companions, including Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahi-
an, Ayatollah Khamenei described
Raisi as a hard-working cleric and
apopular president who dedicated
hislife to serving the people of Iran,
the country,and Islam.

“In this bitter tragedy, the Iranian
nation lost a warm-hearted, hum-
ble, and valued servant,” said the
Leader, adding that President Raisi
never took a break from work de-
spite facing criticism from ill-wish-
ers.

Ayatollah Khamenei regarded Rai-
si as a “dear and tireless leader”, a
phrase thathad never been used by
him for anyone before, showing the
admiration Leader had for his hard
workand integrity.

“Beloved President Raisi knew no
fatigue. In this painful incident, the
people of Iran have lost a sincere,
dedicated, and valuable servant.



For him, the well-being and satis-
faction of the people, reflecting di-
vine satisfaction, prevailed above
all,” the Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution said.

Ayatollah Khamenei further stated
that Martyr Ayatollah Raisi did not
distinguish between day and night
and worked round the clock in or-
dertoresolve people’sproblems.

Unbreakable connection
withpeople

After being elected as the President
of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
2021, Raisi started working tire-
lessly to improve economic condi-
tions, which were significantly af-
fected by the pandemic.

The devoted presidentwould travel
extensively even during the times
of COVID-19, visiting hospitals and
pharmacies. It was due to his gov-
ernment’s extensive efforts that
Iran was able to locally produce
COVID-19 vaccines to contain the
spread ofthe pandemic.

The country bypassed cruel and
illegal Western sanctions that hin-
dered the easy flow of medical sup-
plies, including lifesaving vaccines
toIran,duringthe pandemic.

As the President of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, Raisi abandoned all
the ceremonial protocols and aris-
tocratic approaches to work and

chose to walk among the ranks of
ordinarypeople.

During his time in office, he traveled
tothe far-flung parts of Iran. Accord-
ing to his close aides, the late pres-
ident believed that meeting people,
seeing their living conditions, and
talking to them were the prerequi-
sites to understanding their con-
cerns and grievances and then mak-
ingeffortstoresolve them.

In his interaction with people
during provincial trips or even
during his meetings in the capital,
the late president was known for
hishumilityand humbleness.
Mahmoud Gabarlo, an Iranian cin-
ema artist and film critic, wrote
about his meeting with President
Raisi at an Iftar dinner for artists
and cultural figures.

“Twice I was the guest of Mr. Raisi,
the late president. I participated
with a group of artists and writers.
My motive to accept the invitation
to these governmental parties was
to witness the President’s person-
al interaction with individuals be-
longing to the field of art and cul-
ture,” he stated.

“Regardless of my critical writ-
ings about the 13th government’s
policies in the field of culture and
art, especially cinema, I witnessed
PresidentRaisi’'shonestandbenev-
olent behavior with all the people

of culture and art whose spectrum
of thought was different from the
President. One can never forget his
warmand sincere greetings...”
Asanlranian, headded, itis “notpos-
sibleformetonotmournthepassing
away” of the president who “carried
the personal traits of compassion,
simplicity and sincerity while work-
ingforthe people ofthe country.”
Similar thoughts about the mar-
tyred president were echoed by
Syed Amir Meernaseri, a labor ac-
tivist working in Hapco, an Iranian
freightcompany.

“Ayatollah Raisi spoke very infor-
mally and softly to make us com-
fortable and lessen our hesitation.
He would bring himself to the level
of the workers so that the workers
open up and share their problems,”
hewasquotedassaying.

He said concern for the working
class was one of the important per-
sonality traits of thelate president.
Referring to the late president’s
diligence in solving the Hepco fac-
tory’s problems, Meerrnaseri said
Ayatollah Raisi “had been pursu-
ing Hepco's issues since he was the
head ofthejudiciary”
“PresidentRaisivisited usinthefac-
tory. His visit came as a pleasurable
shocktothe workers especially due
to the Presidential protocol which
hampers such visits due to securi-
ty concerns. The workers credited
thenon-closure ofthefactorytothis
high-ranking martyr;” he said.

“The day Ayatollah Raisi came to
the Hepco factory, hierarchically,
the CEO should have reported to
him, but he asked for us and we, the
ordinary workers reported to him.
The day we were called to his office,
all the governors and the ministers
were present in the meeting. The
President treated us with special
respect and made us feel at home.
Hemadesurethatwedonotconsid-
er ourselves strangers at the place
or feel any form of anxiety in the
presence of high-ranking officials,”
Meernaseri who had met the late
presidentatleast5timesadded.”

Colleaguespraise the
‘hard-working’ president

President Raisi, who served in dif-
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Billboards
across the
Iranian capital
hailthe late
Iranian president
as someone
who worked
indefatigably and
tirelessly for the
people of Iran,
a fitting tribute
tothe manwho
saw himself as
a mere ‘servant’
of the people
and described
his government
s "peoples
government’
During histhree
years in office,
President Seyyed
Ebrahim Raisi
earned respect
from people
for his people-
friendly approach
to governance
and for touring
almost every
provinceto
meet people
and personally
listen to their
grievances,
something that
had no parallel,
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ferent roles in the country’s judi-
ciary and rose through the ranks to
become the judiciary chief, was re-
vered by his colleagues for his hard
workand intellect.

Attending a memorial ceremony
for the late Iranian president, Aya-
tollah Abdol-Ali Gawahi, director of
political beliefs at the general head-
quartersofthelranian Armysaid he
worked for the deprived and never
showed any signs of exhaustion
and would always travel to solve the
problemsofthe people.

“His personality was generous and
hebelieved insimpleliving,” he was
quoted assaying.

Chief of Justice of Kerman Prov-
ince, Ebrahim Hamidi described
“people-oriented leadership” as
the principle characteristic of Pres-
identRaisi’s governance.

While offering condolences to the
people of Iran on the martyrdom of
the late president and his compan-
ions, Hamidi said he learned many
lessons from him, “The most im-
portant sign of his moral character
was a good relationship with peo-
pleandarevolutionary spirit.”
Commenting on Raisi’s tenure as
the chief justice of the country, Ha-
midi said one of his prime concerns
was to “alleviate people’s problems
through his people-oriented ap-
proach.”

“Ayatollah Raisialways emphasized
proper and direct communication
with the people and appeared as
a successful model in the arena of
human engagements. He always
advised the government officials
to respect and honor the common
masses,” he stated.

The judiciary official further said
that the concern for the people of
Iran could be seen in Raisi’s pro-
vincial trips as the president visit-
ed most impoverished areas of the

countrytomeetpeople.

“His presence on the ground during
times of crisis would provide a feel-
ingofreassurancetopeople.”

Dr. Muhammad Dostar, head of the
Guilan University in the northern
city of Rasht, considered Raisi as a
person “who believed in prioritiz-
ing Islamic ethics and morals in po-
litical activities.”

In an interview with ISNA news
agency, Dostar said Raisi “did not
adhere to the formalities that peo-
ple follow when appointed to a high
position.”

“Martyr Ayatollah was a leader of
the people. He was fully aware of
people’s issues as he would take
regular trips to different Iranian
states. He made sure that people’s
problems are followed till a solu-
tionisreached,” he stated.

The head of Guilan University stat-
ed that the late president had spe-
cialrespectforthe common masses
andtried tostayinformed aboutthe
issues that the people of the coun-
trywerefacing.

Raisiinherited austerity

In the past week, a video was doing
rounds on the internet that showed
thesimpledwellingofthelate presi-
dent’s mother, Seyedeh Esmat Kho-
dadad Hosseiniin the northeastern
city of Mashhad.

The octogenarian lives in a low-
er-middle-class neighborhood in
the holy city. Many of Hosseini’s
neighbors were unaware of her be-
ingthelate president’smotheruntil
the news of his martyrdom came
and people started flocking to the
house of the president’s mother to
offer condolences.

“President Raisi never came to vis-
it his mother’s house with his en-
tourage. He would often visit her
duringlatehourstoavoid trouble to

neighbors,” said a woman who has
known the family for decades.

The video went viral on social me-
dia with people praising the simple
lifestyle that the family practices.
Many netizens said that the mar-
tyred president inherited the aus-
tere way ofliving from hismother.
‘Watch on Enemy’, a page on X, was
all praise for the simplicity exhibit-
edbythe president’s family.

“This is not just a lesson for Iran
but for all of us, whether in Europe,
Pakistan, or anywhere else. This is
the house of the President of Iran’s
mother. Unlike some politicians
who fake poverty to win hearts,
President Raisi (r) never spoke
abouthispersonallife.”
Slammingthe Western propaganda
on Iran, FirstbloodHassouna also
praised thelate president,

‘They say, ‘the Iranian officials are
corrupt and multibillionaire west-
ern funded puppets. Iran Politics
Meanwhile, back to reality...the
house of the mother of the martyr
President Ibrahim Raisi in the city
of Mashhad.”

Margarita Barnard, a netizen com-
pared the late Iranian president
with Western heads ofthe state.
“Thisishow PresidentRaisiofIran’s
ownmotherlived. Apoorwomanso
unlike Western leaders he never
paid himselfahuge salary while his
people starved in a gutter. THAT’S a
trueleader...”
RosaRafiey,apeaceactivist,wasalso
impressed by the simple way of life
oftheIranian president’smother.
“All the economic power and facili-
ties of the country were at the dis-
posal of this honorable martyr as
the first executive person, but his
mother’'shousewassosimple. Rai-
si didn’t take anything for herself
[himself], unlike many other pres-
identsintheworld. Divineman.”
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28 foreign trips
in 34 months

ran’s President Ebrahim Raisi servedfor 1,019 days from August 3,

021, toMay 20,2024. On his final working trip, he met with Azerbaijani
PresidentIlham Aliyev to inaugurate the “Qiz Qalasi”dam on theIran
Azerbaijan border. Tragically, he was martyred upon returning dueto a

elicoptercrash.

eyyed Ebrahim Raisiundertookatotal of 28 foreigntripsto 23

countries. During this period, he traveled twice to Tajikistan, Russia,
urkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and the United Nations. The travelrecord o,
he eighth President of the Islamic Republic ofIran clearly indicates that
is foreign policy priorities were focused on strengthening cooperation
withneighboring countries, particularly thosein Central Asia.
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Tajikistan ke SNl urkmenistan (e NIRUSSIa (First Trip) [N

Ebrahim Raisi’s first foreign Three months later, in De- Raisi’s first trip to Russia took place
trip was to Tajikistan in Sep- cember 2021, he traveled to onJanuary 19-20,2022. During this
tember, exactlyonemonthafter Ashgabat, the capital of Turk- visit, he met with Vladimir Putin in
the presidential elections. This menistan. On the sidelines of Moscow, discussing a wide range
trip resulted in the signing of the ECO summit, a trilateral of economic cooperation in energy,
eight cooperation documents gas swap agreement was banking, transit, and security sec-
between the two countries and signed, valued at 1.5 to 2 bil- tors. Three months later, on Febru-
the significant achievement of lion cubicmetersofgasannu- ary 21-22, he visited Qatar, where
Iran’s permanent membership ally, facilitating the transfer the discussion on the Gas Exporting

in the Shanghai Cooperation of gas from Turkmenistan to Countries Forum highlighted there-
Organization. Azerbaijanvialran. gion’ssignificance.

. J . J . Y,
Oman b ~ . ~
Three months later, on May Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan were the next destinations of Raisi’s for-
23, 2022, Raisi visited Oman, eign trips. He visited Turkmenistan on June 29, 2022, and on September
another Gulf country. During 15 of the same year, he traveled to Uzbekistan for the second time in less
this visit, he referred to Sultan than a year since the beginning of his presidency to participate in the
Haitham bin Tariq Al Said of Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit, highlighting the im-
Oman as a sincere and reliable portance of strengthening cooperation with northern neighbors. During
friend of Iran and discussed this trip, Iran’s full membership in the SCO was officially announced. He
with economic stakeholders held 11 meetings with the leaders of Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Chi-
ways toresolve tradeissues be- na, Turkey, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, and the Prime Ministers of India and
tween the two countries. Pakistan, resultingin the signing of various cooperationagreements.

. 2 J

FirsttriptoNewYork g ~N

Two days after concluding
this regional tour, on Septem-
ber 18, 2022, Raisi traveled to
New York for the first time to
attend the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly. During this trip,
he met with the Presidents of
France, Switzerland, Finland,
Serbia, Bolivia, Zimbabwe, and
the Prime Ministers of Japan,
Pakistan, Lebanon, Iraq, and
Armenia. In his speech at the
77th UN General Assembly, he
protested the assassination of
“Martyr Qasem Soleimani” by
holding up his photograph and
emphasized the failure of West-

. i & Martyr
t tlran. a3 m i
iern sanctionsagainstIran ) PrQS|dent
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The next trip of the late Raisi, the deceased Raisi’slastforeign tripin 2022 was to China, Iran’slarg-
President of Iran, was 22 days after his New est trading partner. On February 13, 2023, he went to
York visit to Kazakhstan, a northern neighbor Beijing for a three-day visit. During this trip, 20 coop-
oflran.Duringthistrip, he metwith the Emir of eration documents and memoranda of understanding
Qatar and the President of Azerbaijan, telling were signed in various fields including crisis manage-
[Tham Aliyev that Iran was ready to use its ca- ment, information and communication technology,
pacity to resolve conflicts between Azerbaijan media, trade, intellectual property, cultural heritage,
and Armenia. and crisismanagement.

. 2 J

On May 2,2023, the late Pres-
ident of Iran traveled to Da-
mascus, the capital of Syria,
and met with Bashar al-As-
sad. This was the first visit by
anlIranianpresidentsince the
Syrian war crisis. During this
visit, 14 cooperation docu-
ments were signed in various
fields such as oil and energy,
trade, and facilitating pil-
grimage affairs between the
two countries.

. - Y,
Second tripsto Tajikistan and Uzbekistan ~

On November 8-9, 2023, the Iranian President made his second visits to Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, partic-
ipating in the 16th ECO Summit in Tashkent, Uzbekistan’s capital. He emphasized Iran’s determination to
mobilize more resources and energy to enhance cooperation within the ECO framework.

SaudiArabia [

One of the most significant foreign trips
of the late Raisi in 2023 was his historic
visit to Saudi Arabia after seven years, fa-
cilitated by China’s mediation. On Novem-
ber 11, he traveled to Riyadh to attend an
emergency meeting ofthe Organization of
Islamic Cooperation on the Gaza conflict.
During this visit, he met with Saudi Crown
Special Issue  prince Mohammed bin Salman, where
on Passing of  poth parties emphasized the develop-

President Seyyed  ment of bilateral relations between Iran
Ebrahim Raisi and  3ndSaudiArabia.

his companions
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On December 7, 2023, Rai-
si made his second visit to
Moscow, the capital of Rus-
sia. During his meeting with
Vladimir Putin, he stated,
“Iran and Russia have good
cooperation in energy, agri-
culture, and scientific activ-
ities, and further significant
steps can be taken.” Raisi
added that the Israel-Hamas
war is a challenge for all hu-
manity and that the bombing
of Gaza must be stopped im-
mediately. Putin announced
that the volume of economic
exchanges between the two
countries had reached $5 bil-

lion.
. Y,
Turkey L Algeria b
The next trip for the Iranian President was Raisi’slastforeigntripin 2023 was to Algiers, the capital
to Ankara, the capital of Turkey. On Decem- of Algeria. During this visit, he participated in the meet-
ber 24, 2023, Raisi traveled to Turkey, where ing of the Gas Exporting Countries Forum and met with
10 cooperation documents were signed be- theleaders of Qatar, Tunisia, Mozambique, Irag, and Bo-

tween Tehran and Ankara. livia.

Pakistan ke

Raisi’s first foreign trip in 2024 was to Pakistan. From April 22 to 24, he visited Islamabad, followed by visits
to the cities of Lahore and Karachi. During this trip, eight cooperation documents were signed, envisioninga
trade volume of $10 billion between the two countries, with an emphasis on securing the borders.

SriLanka SNl ran-Azerbaijan border Lo

On April 24,2024, the Iranian President traveled from In his final working trip, Raisi visited the
Pakistan to Sri Lanka for his last foreign trip, aimed Iran-Azerbaijan border and met with Azerbai-
at economic development with East Asian countries. jani President Ilham Aliyev at the zero point N
During this one-day visit, he participated in the in- border along the Aras River. During the cere- _
auguration ceremony of the multi-purpose Uma Oya mony, hestated, “The Qiz QalasiDamisasymbol
Dam and Power Plant project alongside Sri Lankan ofregional developmentand a testament to the
President Ranil Wickremesinghe, marking one of determination ofthe two countriesand peoples Martyr
Iran’s major engineeringservice exportprojects. oflranand Azerbaijan to expand cooperation.” .
J . _/ President
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Inthis ! B
illustration, Iran's
late president
Ebrahim Raisi
(L) is seen
alongside

his Chinese

- Recognizing Raisi's
stellar contribution
to China-Iran
friendship

ByHannan Hussain
Scholar

<)

nMay 20, Iranian officials confirmed President Ebrahim Raisi’s
tragicdeathin a helicopter crashinthe northwestern EastAzerbaijan
province.
tmarksthedeparture of apolished statesman. Raisi helped guard
Y EI RIS Tehran against external interference while deepening its pragmatic
T[N illrelations within and beyond the Middle East. In China, he will be
L [ | ISTARYY Bl remembered as a dependable friend who brought two strategic

Ebrahim Raisi and R Ed: R A LR R A e L T
QIER LU SRl erits profound recognition for several reasons.
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LookatRaisi’slandmark visit to Chi-

na early last year. He worked with
China to expand multisector en-
gagement through a dozen coopera-
tion documents. In the same year; bi-
lateral trade clocked an impressive
$14.6 billion. Expanding coopera-
tion in agriculture, trade, tourism,
healthcare,and energyunderscored
a deeper commitment to upgrading
Iran’scomprehensive strategicpart-
nershipwith China.

Raisi concretized and commu-
nicated that understanding in
his exchange with Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping last year, sending
a powerful message on long-term
priorities. “Iran’s commitment
to deepening and upgrading the
Iran-China comprehensive strate-
gic partnership is unswerving and
will not be affected by any changes
in the international and regional
situation,” he affirmed.

Going forward, that sense of resil-
ience carries profound meaning
for Chinese-Iranian ties. Despite
threats of rising unilateralism,
unwarranted sanctions, and re-
curring conflicts in the Middle
East, China-Iran relations under
Raisi set a powerful example for
common development and world
peace. Tehran amply reciprocated
Beijing’s willingness to implement
their 25-year comprehensive co-
operation plan and embraced im-
portant strides across the energy,
trade,and infrastructure sectors.
On the multilateral front, China
and Iran’s support for regional di-
plomacy and economic develop-

ment remains another hallmark,
given Tehran’s full-member entry
into the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganizationand BRICS.

In Raisi’s own words, multilater-
alism is a principal “guarantee for
realizing justice”. As such, the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) scored
tangible dividends for the people
of Iran during his tenure, reflect-
ing high-level engagements to
support Iran in developing ports,
railroads, and other long-term in-
frastructure.

China is also seen as a pivotal con-
tributor to Iran’s future develop-
ment endeavors, including the
production of 15,000 megawatts
of renewable power, high-speed
transitprojects,and otherbig-tick-
et connectivity pursuits. All this
speaks to the deepening spirit of
win-win cooperation under Raisi
with the second-largest economy.
Iran continues to enjoy a unique
geographical position and status
under the BRI framework, and the
late president’s legacy of strategic
engagementleaves ample ground-
work for his successor tobuild on.
Looking ahead, Iran’s political
structure will endure in the face
of difficulties. Iran’s interim Pres-
ident Mohammad Mokhber is
in charge until an election is held
within 50 days, and Tehran’s for-
eign policy priorities — including
towards China — will reflect conti-
nuity for several reasons.

First, it is the nature of Raisi’s rule
itself: His leadership achieve-
ments were popular among Irani-

an conservatives and the religious
elite, and bolstered his prospects
ofre-election.

Among those achievements was
the historic China-brokered Sau-
di-Iranian agreement. It helped
shoreup commonground between
two major Middle Eastern powers
and proved that diplomacy could
trump deep-seated historical di-
visions. Future progress on recon-
ciliation is likely to propel China
and Iran’s pursuit for enhanced
“regional and international peace
and security” in a region facing re-
curring conflicts.

Second, the China-assisted Sau-
di-Iranian detente served as a
powerful endorsement of Raisi’s
foreign policy of building trust in
neighbors. That vision stands to
strengthen as Iran eyes further
opening up and constructive en-
gagementinthe Middle East.
Moreover, Iran’s Leader Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei has also de-
clared Tehran’s ingress into key
multilateral groupings as a “very
good achievement”. Thus, Beijing’s
support for Tehran’s regional inte-
gration will continue to benefit the
broader vision behind Raisi’s for-
eignpolicyvision.

In conclusion, Raisi’s statesman-
ship had a remarkable impact at
the domestic, regional, and inter-
nationallevels.Itsuccessfullyrein-
forced China-Iran ties as catalysts
for peace, common development,
and win-win diplomacy.

Thearticlefirstappeared on CGTN.
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Role of Iran’s late
president, foreign

minister in Palestine

Journalist, writer

ran’s president Ebrahim Raisi and foreign minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian will bereplaced following their shock helicopter crash
deaths inthe Varzeghanregion.
While Iranians pouredto the streets in their millions across the country
to mourn thepassing ofthe two, along with other senior officials, and the
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) held a moment of silence, their
records onthe question of Palestine are of greatimportance to highlight.
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Iran’s late president
Ebrahim Raisi (C) meets
with Palestinian resistance
leaders, commanders, and
intellectuals in the Syrian
capital, Damascus, on
May 4, 2023, while foreign
minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian is sitting to
Raisi's immediate left.

Ebrahim Raisi (1960-2024)
Born in the Iranian city of Mash-
had, a key religious location in the
country and home to the Imam
Rezashrine, Ebrahim Raisi was ed-
ucated fromaround theageof15at
the renowned Qom religious sem-
inary and went on to study under
severalimportantIslamicscholars
ofthetime.

A child of a clerical family, Raisi
would join the protests that cul-
minated in the birth of the Islamic
Revolution in 1979 when the Ira-
nian people overthrew the UK-US-
installed dictator, Shah Moham-
mad Reza Pahlavi.

Whatis often not pointed outis the
centrality of the Palestinian cause
to the popular revolt that over-
threw the tyrannical Iranian mon-
arch, not only in terms of the ref-
erences made to Palestine within
the revolutionary movement itself
but also in terms of the Palestine
Liberation Organization’s training
ofgroups ofrevolutionaries.
Receiving his doctorate in Islamic
Jurisprudence and Law at the Sha-
hid Motahari University, Ebrahim
Raisi would quickly be promoted,
aged 25, to be the deputy prosecu-
tor of Tehran.

Inside Iran, while there were a
range of opposition parties and
individual voices against him, he
was seen in much of the country
as a man of the people who would
travel frequently to the poorest ar-
eas of the nation. For this reason,
many speculated that he would
potentially be in line to replace
Iran’s Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei.

When elected to power in 2021,
Ebrahim Raisi ran as a religiously
conservative candidate and won
on a platform of economic reform.
In Western media he was labeled
a “hardliner” or “conservative”,
which had to do mostly with two
key aspects of his orientation as
a politician, his foreign policy ap-
proachand hisreligiousapproach.
The term conservative in Iran is
only befitting to the religio-so-
cial aspect, however, as those de-
scribed with the term often pursue

socialist economic policies and
havelittle to do with conservatives
inthe West.

On the foreign policy front, Ebra-
him Raisi was focused on an “East-
ernpivot”,leavingbehind attempts
to align Iran with the West. This
meant building on Tehran’s ties
with Moscow and Beijing and join-
ing the BRICS economic alliance
and the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO).

The other key aspect of Iran’s new
foreign policywasadoptingamore
resolute stance towards the issue
of regional resistance to Israel and
UShegemony.

Iran, under Raisi, would focus on
developing a stronger deterrence
equation when it came to their
“shadow war” with the Israelis.
Tehran also advocated more fre-
quently on behalf of the Palestin-
ian people, developed its rela-
tionship with Hamas further, and
sought to combat the US-planned
Saudi-Israeli normalization deal
thatbecame a primary foreign pol-
icy goaluntil October 7.

After October 7, Ebrahim Raisi
was the most resolutely pro-Pal-
estinian voice at the Arab-Islamic
summit that was triggered by the
war in Gaza, calling on all nations
involved tosanction Israel for their
crimes against the Palestinian
people and spoke in support of the
armed struggle against the occu-
pation.

It was also under president Rai-
si’s rule that the Islamic Republic
launched its first-ever direct at-
tack against Israel from Iranian
territory, which cameinretaliation
for Israel having bombed the con-
sular segment of Iran’s embassy in
Damascus, Syria.

Throughout the war on Gaza, Iran
has been one of the most vocal
states against Israel’s genocide
and has advanced its confronta-
tional approach to Israel, whereby
it coordinates with its allies Hez-
bollah, the PMU, and Ansarullah
to aid the Palestinian resistance in
Gaza.

During president Raisi’'s last
speech, delivered in Azerbaijan,
he turned his attention to the is-
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Atruck is carrying the coffin
of the late Iranian president
Ebrahim Raisi during

a funeral in downtown
Tehran, Iran, on May 22,
2024.

sue of Palestine and highlighted its
uniting force between the people
of Iran and Azerbaijan, declaring
that “the Palestinian cause stands
asthe foremostissue of the Islamic
world.”

an (1964-2024)

Born in the city of Damghan, Hos-
sein Amir-Abdollahian began his
career by receiving a PhD in In-
ternational Relations from The
University of Tehran. He went on
to build significant relationships
throughout West Asia and would
first take on government roles
when Ali Larijani was the speaker
oftheIranian Parliament.

Hossein Amir-Abdollahian then
became the Secretary-General of

the Permanent Secretariat of the
International Conference in Sup-
portofthe Palestinian Intifada, be-
fore becoming Managing Director
ofthe ‘Palestine Strategic Dialogue
Quarterly’, where he would serve
asthelead editor.

He was also known for his close re-
lationship with formerleadingIra-
nian General Qassem Soleimani, of
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps’s elite Quds Force. This re-
lationship is said to have stemmed
from Amir-Abdollahian’s role at
the Foreign Ministry as an Iraq
expert, following the toppling of
Saddam Hussein by the US mili-
tary. When General Qassem Solei-
mani was designated the head of
the Quds Force, it was said they
would meettodiscusskeyregional

issues.

General Qassem Soleimani, who
was assassinated in Baghdad by a
USdronestrikein 2020, is credited
with having helped the Palestin-
ian resistance develop strategies
in order to effectively fight the Is-
raeli military, the most prominent
of which is said to be his role in
the construction of the elaborate
system of tunnels under the Gaza
Strip.

Hossein Amir-Abdollahian was
also a professor at the Iranian For-
eign Ministry’s School of Interna-
tional Relations and had occupied
the position of deputy foreign min-
ister, during the government of
former president Hassan Rouhani.
Hereportedlyhadafallingoutwith
the serving foreign minister at the



time, Javad Zarif, due to disagree-
ment on the direction of Iran’s for-
eignpolicy.

When Amir-Abdollahian became
Iranian foreign minister in 2021,
with the election of the Raisi govern-
ment, he was presented throughout
Western media as a “hardliner” on
foreignpolicyissues.

A stern advocate of the Palestinian
cause, he was viewed as posing a
special threat to Israel and US re-
gional ambitions, as he was known
to be dedicated to the idea of what
Iran calls its “Axis of Resistance”.
He had been involved in various
meetings with the likes of Hezbol-
lah Secretary-General Seyyed Has-
san Nasrallah and had long known
leaders within the Palestinian re-
sistancetoo.

ContributingtopresidentEbrahim
Raisi’s approach, which was stern-
ly in favor of ditching the West and
building ties throughout the Glob-
al South, in addition to Russia and
China, he s credited with playing a
pivotal role in the rapprochement
between Saudi Arabiaand Iran.
When the war in Gaza began,
Amir-Abdollahian indicated that
there is a chance Iran could be
drawn into the conflict if Israel
launched a ground invasion of the
besieged coastal enclave. Then, on
October 14, he met with the polit-
ical leader of Hamas, Ismail Hani-
yeh,in Doha.

In November, he also set up a
meeting between Hamas politbu-
ro member Khalil Al-Hayya, the
Secretary-General of Hezbollah

Seyyed Hassan Nasrallah, and
Palestinian Islamic Jihad’s Secre-
tary-General Ziad al-Nakhaleh in
Lebanon. He traveled to Lebanon a
number of times during the war to
coordinate with the Lebanese and
Palestinianresistance factions.
Hamas described both Raisi and
Amir-Abdollahian by stating that
“these leaders supported the le-
gitimate struggle of our people
againstthe Zionistentity, provided
valued support to the Palestinian
resistance, and made tireless ef-
fortsinsolidarityand supportinall
forums and fields for our people in
the steadfast Gaza Strip during the
Battle of Al-AgsaFlood”.

The full article first appeared on The Pales-

tine Chronicle.
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Russia transmits love
beams to post-Raisi Iran

By Samuel Ramani

Founderof Pangea Geopolitical Risk

The May 19 death of Iran’s president Ebrahim Raisiin a helicopter crash

represented a damaging blow for the country’s hardliners, following the

assassination of several senior military leadersin recent months. For|

Russia, it meanttheloss of aleading international ally.

The Kremlinis acutely aware of its dependence on Iranian expertise

as perhaps the world’s most successful sanctions evader, as an

unquestioning transporter of Russian goods through its warm water

ports,and as a supplier of military supplies. Any change in approach
would likely have an outsize influence on Russia’s war against Ukraine.
tisimportantthat, ata minimum, Tehran feels Russia’s lovein moments

of crisis.

So, the deaths of Raisi and foreign
minister Hossein Amir-Abdolla-
hian in hills near the border with
Azerbaijan were greeted with de-
spondence and publiclamentation
from the Kremlin. Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin sent condo-
lences to Iran’s Leader Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei and lionized
Raisi as a true friend. Memorials
to the Iranians appeared in Kazan,
the capital of the Muslim-majority
region of Tatarstan.

These outward displays of grief
were paired with predictions of
enduring cooperation. State Duma
International Affairs Committee
Chairman Leonid Slutsky argued
that Russia-Iran cooperation was
“on the rise” and predicted collab-
oration on major infrastructure
projects. Former Russian ambas-
sador to Iran Levan Dzhagaryan
emphasized that Tehran's foreign
policy orientation is determined
by Iran’sleader.

Is the Kremlin’s outward confi-
dence in Russia-Iran cooperation
justified?

Mostly yes. Raisi’s death removes
one of the most fervent champi-
ons of Russia-Iran cooperation
from the arena. His close rela-
tionships with Russian officials
predate his ascension to the
presidency in 2021. During the
2017 Iranian presidential elec-
tion campaign, which saw Raisi
emerge as then-president Hassan
Rouhani’s hardline rival, Raisi
met Tatarstan’s President Rustam
Minnikhanov, a leading Putin sur-
rogate in the Islamic world. The
meeting fueled speculation thathe
was Russia’s preferred candidate.
Raisi’s steadfast emphasis on
Iran’s partnerships with the so-
called Global South and anti-West-
ern foreign policy outlook made
him areliable partner for Moscow.
His appointment of Amir-Abdol-
lahian as foreign minister was

also welcomed in the Kremlin.
Amir-Abdollahian engaged with
Russian officials in Syria-related
negotiationsfrom2012-17 and ef-
fusively praised Putin’s leadership
inaJanuary 2020 interview.
Despite the abrupt loss of these
carefully honed personal relation-
ships, Iran’s acting President Mo-
hammad Mokhber is another Rus-
sia-friendly figure. In his capacity
aslran’sfirstvice president, Mokh-
ber accompanied two senior Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guards Corps
(IRGC) officials to Moscow in Octo-
ber 2022 and allegedly pledged
surface-to-surface missile trans-
fersto Russiaaswellasdrones.
Mokhber has also actively promot-
ed Russia-Iran energy sector coop-
eration in the Caspian Sea and the
North-South Transport Corridor,
a railway link connecting Russia
with India via Iran. Sina Bank, a
US-sanctioned entity that Mokh-
ber oversaw during the first de-



cade ofthe 2000s, is a facilitator of
Russia-Iran financial sector coop-
eration and has announced plans
to open an office in Astrakhan, a
Russian city just to the north of the
Caspian Sea.

Russia’s proactive response to the
helicopter crash will be welcomed
in Tehran. Russia dispatched
planes to help find Raisi’s crashed
aircraft and Security Council Sec-
retary Sergei Shoigu also offered
assistance in the investigation
into Raisi and Amir-Abdollahian’s
deaths. Putin’s meeting with the
Iranian Ambassador to Russia Ka-
zem Jalali after the plane crash was
abreakindiplomatic protocol that
highlighted the importance that
Russia places on its relationship
with Iran.

The manner of Raisi’s death un-
derlined the common problems
thetwo countries face. Many have
pointed to the parlous situation
of civil aircraft in both countries
as US and European sanctions
make replacement parts hard
to source. Russian officials have
echoedIran’sformerforeign min-
ister Mohammad Javad Zarif’s at-
tribution of the crash to foreign
sanctions. Russian Foreign Min-

ister Sergei Lavrov accused the
US of undermining aviation safe-
ty by blocking Iran’s imports of
aviation parts.

While it’s clear Russia-Iran rela-
tions benefit both parties, Russian
concerns persistabout what might
follow Raisi’s death. Military an-
alyst Alexey Zhivov wrote in the
ultranationalist outlet Tsargrad
that: “Azerbaijan is a latent ally of
Israel. If it turns out that Raisi [was
killed], all this will end in a Trans-
caucasianwar”’

Former Russian ambassador to
Saudi Arabia Andrei Baklanov
warned that Raisi’'s death could
threaten the recent de-escalation
between Iran and Israel, although
Iranian officials have not joined
some Russian analysts in promot-
ingconspiraciesaboutUSorIsraeli
involvement.

The future power balance inside
Iran is of greater concern to the
Kremlin. Amongst Russian experts
and commentators, there is a divi-
sion of opinion on Mokhber’s via-
bility as Raisi’s successor.

Iran expert Mais Kurbanov con-
tends that he is highly respected
by the Iranian people and will win
between 70-80% of the vote in the

b2

|

June presidential elections. Vlad-
imir Sazhin, a leading Iran expert
at Moscow’s Institute of Oriental
Studies, is more circumspect, pre-
dicting an intense power struggle
between “conservatives and rad-
icals”. Mokhber’s lack of religious
credentials could place him at
oddswith fellow hardliners.

While the Russia-Iran diplomat-
ic partnership has strengthened
along multiple tracks, the robust
relationship between Putin and
Ayatollah Khameneihasbeeninte-
graltoitssuccess.

While the deaths of Raisi and
Amir-Abdollahian are unlikely
to alter the short-term trajectory
of Russia-Iran cooperation, the
Kremlin is keeping a watchful eye
on the instability that might follow
theirdeaths.

The swift completion of the trade
agreement between Iran and the
Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU),
which will lead to 50-75% tariff
reductions, will be Russia’s initial
priority as it seeks to reinforce the
image of a business-as-usual rela-
tionship.

The full article first appeared on the Center
for European Policy Analysis.
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Iran’s late
president
Ebrahim Raisi
(R) shakes
hands with

his Russian
counterpart,
Viadimir Putin,
in the Kremlin in
December 2023.
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Iran's regional

standing better

thanks to Raisi

By Ebrahim Beheshti
Staffwriter

Thereare criticalunanswered questions surrounding Iran’sregional

tanding during thetenure ofthe late Iranian president Seyyed Ebrahim
Raisi: Did hisgovernment’s policies usherin greater stability in the

region? Whatimpactdidthe True Promise Operation againstisrael have
on Tehran'’s position? To discuss these issues, we turned to the expert

insights of Amir Mousavi, a specialistin regional and strategic affairs.

IRAN DAILY: How did Iran’s
regional position change
during the three-year period
of president Raisi’s govern-
ment? Did it move towards
strengthening or weaken-
ing?
MOUSAVI: The reaction of the
world’s government to the news of
the unexpected martyrdom of the
president and his foreign minister
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian proved
that the Islamic Republic had
turned a corner and was no longer
isolated on the global stage. A tidal
wave of condolence messages and
delegationspouredin, payingtheir
respects to the president and his
companions on the crashed heli-
copter. The United Nations and the
Security Council also responded
with respect, further showing that
the government of the late presi-
dent was successful in improving
the country’s international stand-
ing. This outpouring of support

really riled up the regime’s oppo-
nents,leaving them fuming.

After the United States backed
out of the JCPOA, the general con-
sensus was that Tehran would see
much tougher days and would
have to back down from its stance.
However, presidentRaisi’sgovern-
ment rolled with the punches and
used all the cards they had to stand
up to the harsh sanctionsand meet
domestic needs. They implement-
ed a resistance economy, keeping
the economic cycle going and fac-
tories running. Currency fluctu-
ations caused a few hiccups but
didn’tdealaknockoutblowtoIran.
In fact, Iran’s resilience in the face
of these external pressures gave
the Islamic Republicareal boostin
credibility and reputation.
PresidentRaisiwasabletoironout
some disagreements with regional
countries tactfully and rationally
in their diplomatic interactions,
helpingto calm thewatersand pro-

mote stability. He even managed to
keep relations afloat with Europe-
an countries while strengthening
ties with the Axis of Resistance
and maintaining support for the
Palestinian people. By following

the leader’s recommendations
and creating internal coordina-
tion, president Raisi’s government
steered through crises and solidi-
fied Iran’sregional standing.

From all these measures, the
rapprochement agreement
between Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia really stood out. Do you
thinkthis dealand the subse-
quent warming of ties had a
calming effectontheregion?
Yes, it surely did. But it's worth
pointing out that two factors
prompted Saudi Arabia and other
regional countries to dial down
the tension and iron out their dif-
ferences with Iran. The first factor
was realizing that the president



and foreign minister were in total
agreement with the leader and the
establishment in their remarks.
As a result, their messages and
stances carried weight, and it be-
came clear that Iran’s messages
were not contradictory. This as-
surance prompted Saudi Arabia
to take steps toward normalizing
relations, and the level of cooper-
ation ramped up nicely. A notable
moment was when Saudi Arabia’s
Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman stepped out of a high-lev-
el meeting of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation to personally
greet president Raisi during his
visittoJeddah.

The second factor was that these
countries saw the validity in Iran’s
positions. They realized that Iran
was after regional stability and
wasn’t meddling in their business.
They also woke up to the fact that
America and Israel had pulled the
wool over their eyes with Irano-
phobia. On top of that, America
and Israel couldn’t guarantee their
safety. A prime example was when
Aramco’smajor oil facilitiesin Sau-
di Arabia were hit, and the Ameri-
cansdidn’tliftafingertohelp.

As aresult, we saw a shift in the at-
titude of Arab countries towards
Iran. The tone of their comments
changed from hostile to construc-
tive and cooperative. A prime
example of this shift is the recent
message sent by Mohammed bin
Salman to Iran’s Interim President
Mohammad Mokhber. This mes-
sage highlighted the importance
they placed on maintaining and
strengthening relations between
thetwo countries.

President Raisi successfully fos-
tered cohesive coordination be-
tween various internal institu-
tions, ensuring that Iran projected
aunited frontinits comments. This

single voice resonated with the
countries in the region, leading to
the mending of ties between Teh-
ranand numerousregional states.

During president Raisi’s

term, we not only witnessed

diplomatic measures but

also a military operation

against the Israeli regime.

Did this show of force bolster

Iran’sstandingintheregion?
Yes, ‘Operation True Promise’ and
the strike on Israel certainly bol-
stered Iran’s position both region-
ally and internationally. With this
decisive action, Iran sent a clear
message to the world: we stand by
our friends and deal firmly with
our foes. Tehran demonstrated
that any country daring to target
Iran’s interests would face a reso-
lute response. It became evident
that friendship with Iran bears
fruit, while enmity comesata cost.
This operation was made possible
by the seamless coordination be-
tween various domestic institu-
tions in Iran. Even the Americans
toned down their usual belliger-

ent rhetoric and opted for send-
ing messages instead. A telling
example was the visit by authori-
ties from the Kurdistan Region of
Iraq to Iran, where they pledged to
uphold the security agreement to
remove terrorists from Iran’s bor-
ders.

Israel had misinterpreted Iran’s
strategic patience as a sign of
weakness, only to realize that the
patience morphed into a strategic
blow. The execution of this op-
eration during president Raisi’s
administration underscored the
notion that military action com-
plements diplomacy in Iran. Both
diplomacy and defense capabil-
ities are leveraged to safeguard
Iran’s security and advance its in-
terests.

This operation taught Iran’s foes
a lesson and made resolute those
friends who had been hesitant to
become closer. The diplomacy of
president Raisi’s administration,
coupled with the initiatives of
Amir-Abdollahian, undoubtedly
enhanced Iran’s standing both re-
gionally and internationally.
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Late Iranian
president Ebrahim
Raisi arrives wearing
a Palestinian
keffiyeh in the Saudi
capital, Riyadh,

on November 11,
2023, to take part
inan extraordinary
summit of the
Organization of
Islamic Cooperation.
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Raisi takes
Iran-Uzbekistan
relations up to
new heights

BySadeqDehqan
Staffwriter

Atthe invitation of the late Iranian president Ebrahim Raisi, his Uzbek
counterpart, Shavkat Mirziyoyeyv, visited Iran almost ayear ago for the
irsttime. This marked the second time a President of Uzbekistan had
madethetrip since 1992.

eading a high-ranking political and economic delegation, Mirziyoyev

ealedthedeal on 10 cooperation agreements across arange of sectors.
heseincluded a preferential trade agreement; transportation and
transitprotocols; plans for cooperation on pharmaceuticals, standards,
and insurance; alookinto setting up shared freezones; and a program

orpartnershipsontechnologicalinnovation andthe agricultural
ector.

ntheother hand, the president of Iran made not one buttwo tripsto

i thefirstofficial onetaking place on September 14,2022.

] thelranianleader and his high-leve
delegation attended the 22nd summit ofthe Shanghai Cooperation

rganization’s member states. This marked the finalization of Iran’s
permanent membership inthe Shanghai Cooperation Organization.

thetrip sawthesigning of 17 memorandumso

understanding and cooperation agreements, along with a joint

tatement, between the top brass of the Islamic Republicof Iran and the

Republic of Uzbekistan.

'he cooperation agreements between the two nations spanned a wide
range of areas again. These included ramping up collaboration in
agriculture, energy, and customs; boosting sports, science, technology,
and innovation partnerships; increasing cultural exchanges; joining

orcesinthe health sector; making international transportthrough the

habahar portareality; developing environmental initiatives; growing
the tourism industry; and streamlining visa processes for business
leaders, academics, and touristgroups.

naninterviewwith Iran Daily, the head of the Iran-Uzbekistan Joint

hamber of Commerce chimedin on the countries’relationship, stating
thatthings really kicked offbetween Iran and Uzbekistan during Raisi’s

. “Thelevel of relations between the two countriesreached an

unprecedented level during Raisi’s tenure,” Mousa Aghaei said.

nwhatfollows, we discuss the economicand commercialties, trade
exchanges, and economic cooperation between the two nations with

ﬂ
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The late Iranian

president Ebrahim
Raisi (C) and his
Uzbek counterpart,
Shavkat Mirziyoyev
(R), visit Tehran's
specialized exhibition
of innovations and
technologies on June
18,2023



IRANDAILY: Asthe head ofthe
Joint Chamber of Commerce
of Iran and Uzbekistan, how
would you assess the current
state of play when it comes
to economic and trade ex-
changes between these two
nations?
AGHAEI: With the two countries
hitting it off in recent years, their
economic cooperation and trade
exchanges have been on aroll. The
upward trajectory in their trade
relationship has kept up the mo-
mentum over the last two to three
years. As an example, our exports
stood at $290 million at the close
of the Iranian calendar year 1401
(ended March 20, 2023) and climbed
to $350 million by the end of 1402.
Meanwhile, Iran also imported
$150 million worth of goods from
Uzbekistan in 1402. With this ex-
ponential growth in trade, we're
optimistic that the total bilateral
exchanges will hit the $1 billion
markbytheyear’s end.

Is it realistic to expect that
we’ll hit the $1 billion mark
in annual trade within a
year?
Absolutely. Hitting that $1 billion
figure is well within reach, given
the strong ties between our na-
tions. There’s no doubt that the
economic and commercial poten-
tial of our countries far surpasses
the current numbers, and we have
what it takes to surpass the $1 bil-
lion milestone.
However, American and West-
ern sanctions against Iran have
thrown a spanner in the works
when it comes to monetary and
banking transfers. On top of that,
some of our domestic laws re-
garding exports have been a bit
of a hindrance. One such law re-
lates to the repatriation of foreign
currency by exporters. Typically,
exporters don’t hold on to that
currency overseas; they bring
it back home. However, if we put
them under pressure over this, it
becomes problematic. This par-
ticularlaw mightwork for govern-
ment-owned industries like steel
or petrochemicals, but it’s not a
one-size-fits-all solution for the
private sector. We ought to give
the private sector more leeway to
engage in foreign trade and ramp
up their contribution to our ex-
portnumbers.

Howmuch ofaroleisthe private
sector playing in the trade be-
tweenlIranand Uzbekistan?

The warming relations between
government officials have paved
the way for a more prominent
role for the private sector in busi-
ness dealings. We've seen a steady
stream of back-and-forth visits
at the ministerial level, with Uz-
bek ministers of energy and tour-
ism holding meetings with their
Iranian counterparts. This has
sparked a growing interest among
Iranian businessmen to explore
trade opportunities with Uzbeki-
stan, whether through the joint
chamber of commerce or their
own initiatives. It's clear that the
ties between our countries have

strengthened significantly, and
we're witnessing a lot more in-
teraction and trade exchanges,
alongside our burgeoning tourism
industry. Tourism, after all, plays a
pivotal role in fortifying bilateral
relations, as tourists become am-
bassadors of culture, commerce,
and shared experiences.

What are the primary goods
traded between our countries?
In the past, yarn and cotton were
Uzbekistan’s two main exports to
Iran. However, Tashkent s shifting
its economic focus toward high-
er-value-added products, moving
away from exporting raw materi-
als.Asaresult, you'lllikely seeadip
intheir cotton exports, witha pivot
towardboosting clothand clothing
production for exportinstead.
Iran’s exports to Uzbekistan cover
a diverse range of goods, includ-
ing steel, construction materials,
agricultural produce, flowers, and
plants, and we're also in the game
when it comes to exporting techni-
caland engineeringservices.

What other avenues for collab-
oration have been leftuntapped
between our countries?

Over the last two years, commer-
cial and economic relations have
really taken off, and that was ev-
ident at the Iran Expo 2024 exhi-
bition, held in Tehran back in late
April. Uzbekistan showed up in
force, sending the fifth-largest del-
egation of businessmen and eco-
nomic movers and shakers. After
witnessing the breadth of Iran’s
industrial and export prowess on
display, Uzbek officials and busi-
ness leaders remarked, “We didn’t
realize Iran had such impressive
production capabilities.” There’s a
ton of untapped potential for eco-
nomic cooperation, but one area
that’s been left on the back burn-
er is tourism. If we crank up our
collaboration in this sector, both
countries stand to rake in a for-
tune. There’s a clear appetite for
cross-border travel, and our gov-
ernments ought to lay the ground-
workto makeiteasier.
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Raisi leads the charge
for Russia-Iran-China’s
‘new world order’

Amidstallthe sadness and griefovertheloss of Iranian president
brahim Raisi, let’s take a moment to showcase the critical path he

helped forgetoward anewglobal order.

nthenearlythreeyears since Raisiascended to the Iranian presidency,

urasian integration and the drive toward multipolarity have become

undamentally conducted by three major actors: Russia, China, and

ran, which, by no accident, are the threetop “existential threats”to the

lhegemonicpower.

Increased Eurasianintegration

On May 19 in Moscow, Russian
President Vladimir Putin invited
Iran’s ambassador to Moscow Ka-
zem]Jalalitobeatthetableinanim-
promptu meeting with the cream
of the crop of Russia’s Defense
Team.

The key message portrayed was
that Moscow has Tehran’s back,

and Russia completely supports
the stability and continuity of gov-
ernment in Iran, which is already
fully guaranteed by Iran’s constitu-
tion and its detailed contingencies
for a peaceful transition of power
under even unusual circumstanc-
es.

As we are now deep into total hy-
brid war mode — bordering on

Hot — across most of the planet,
the three civilization states shap-
ing a new system of international
relations could not be more obvi-
ous. Russia-Iran-China (RIC) are
already interlinked via bilateral,
comprehensive strategic partner-
ships; they are members of both
BRICS and the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (SC0), and their



modusoperandiwas fullyunveiled
for the whole global majority to
examine at Putin’s crucial summit
with Chinese President Xi Jinping
in Beijinglastweek.

In short, none of the three Asian
powers will allow the other part-
nersto be destabilized by the usual
suspects.

Astellarrecord

Late President Raisi and his top
diplomat, foreign minister Hos-
sein Amir-Abdollahian, left a stel-
larlegacy.

Under their leadership, Iran be-
came a member of BRICS, a full
member of the SCO, and a major
stakeholder in the Eurasia Eco-
nomic Union (EAEU). These are the
three key multilateral organiza-
tions shaping the road to multipo-
larity.

Iran-Russia relations reached the
nextlevelin trade and military-po-
litical cooperation. Two years ago,
Putin and Raisi agreed on a com-
prehensive bilateral treaty. The
draft of the core document is now
ready and will be signed by Iran’s
next president, expanding the
partnership even further.
Ahypersonicjointstatement

The overarching charter of whata
new system entailswasrevealed at
the recentlandmark Putin-Xi sum-
mitviaastunning 10-chapterjoint
statement, over 12,000 words
long, with “cooperation” appear-
ingnolessthan 130 times.

This document can correctly be
interpreted as a joint hyperson-

ic manifesto comprehensively
blowing up Washington’s artificial
“rules-basedinternational order”.
Iran, sanctioned to death for over
four decades, is now learning di-
rectly from China and Russiaabout
their efforts to destroy “decou-
pling” narratives as well as the ef-
fect of a tsunami of Western sanc-
tions on Russia.

Iranian Acting Foreign Minister
Ali Bagheri Kani had previously
remarked thatthanks to Iran’s “ex-
ceptional geopolitical location”
reaching West Asia, the Persian
Gulf, the Caspian Sea region, and
wider Eurasia, Iran can contrib-
ute to the “economic growth and
economic potential” of all regional
players.

Putin’s visit to China in May in-
cluded a visit to the northeastern
powerhouse Harbin — which has
strong  geographical/historical
links to Russia. A giant China-Rus-
sia Expo attracted over 5,000 com-
mercial firms. It's not far-fetched
to imagine an equally successful
Russia-Iran ExpoataCaspianport.
Promethean project

What links Russia, China, and Iran
is, first and foremost, an emerging
framework designed by sovereign
civilizational states. The fateful
passing of president Raisi won’tal-
terthebigpictureintheleast.
We’re in the middle of a long pro-
cess against an environment
conditioned for decades by pain
and fear. The process has gained
immense traction these past few

years, starting with the official
launch of the New Silk Roads in
2013.

The New Silk Roads,now known as
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
is a Promethean project that is as
much geopolitical as geoeconom-
ic. In parallel came the gradual ex-
pansion ofthe SCO’s role as an eco-
nomic cooperation mechanism.
The Iranian bombing of ultra-pro-
tected Israeli territory with per-
fect precision — as a response to
a terror attack on its diplomatic
consulateinathird country — sent
acrystal-clear,game-changermes-
sage, completely understood by
the global majority: the hegemon’s
power in West Asia is coming to an
end.

Losing the Rimland is anathema
to perfectly American geopolitics.
It must be back in its control as it
knowshowimportantitis.
Newdirection

The angel of history, though, is
pointing in a new direction — to
China, Russia, and Iran as the
natural sovereigns shaping the
re-emergence of the Heartland.
Concisely, these three sovereigns
have the epistemological level,
will, creativity, organization skills,
vision,andtoolsof powertorealize
atrue Promethean project.

It may sound like a miracle, but
the present leadership in all three
states shares this common under-
standingand endeavor.

Thefull articlefirstappearedon The Cradle.
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Iran-Pakistan relations

after Ebrahim Raisi

By Taimur Shamil
Scholar

ormer Iranian president Ebrahim Raisi and foreign minister Hossein

Amir-Abdollahian’s deaths in a helicopter crash are being mournedin

Pakistan as well as Iran, two neighboring countries with closerelations.
This was shocking for many in Pakistan because ofthe closerelations

and also because this news came ata point where Raisipaid avisit to

slamabad last month in May to improverelations that werethoughtto

I~

Raisi's recent visit to Pakistan
came ata crucial pointin the back-
drop of regional dynamics. Iran is
facing various political pressures
domestically as well as interna-
tionally. The recent terror wave,
missile strikes with Israel, domes-
tic and international pressures,
conflicts with the neighbors, and
sanctioned economy have taken
a toll on Iran’s strategic outlook.
Iran’s neighbor, Pakistan, too fac-
es multiple challenges; increas-
ing terrorist attacks, strained
relations with Afghanistan over
terrorism, aggressive posturing
from the Modi government in In-
dia, and a fragile economy with an
aggravating inflation rate and en-
ergy crisis. These common issues
have brought Iran and Pakistan
closer to seeking avenues for co-
operation that can potentially ad-
dress mutual security, economic,
and geopolitical concerns.

Raisi’s visit was important and
timely. Political observers saw
it as an attempt to improve and
mend ties with Pakistan after re-
cent skirmishes that saw missile
strikes from both sides citing ter-
ror outfits operating in respective
countries.Another perspective be-
hind Raisi’s visit was the pressure
that Iran is facing internationally,
especially after its recent rift with

e under strain afterrecentborder skirmishes.

Israel.

Regionally, Iran is attempting to
attract alliances and keep any po-
litical stalemates atbay. Its détente
with Saudi Arabia is an example of
how Iran is trying to avoid politi-
caldeadlocksand continue withiits
strategic goals. It is important to
observe that Iran’s relations with
China have strengthened over the
years, with China’s promising in-
vestment of $400 billion over the
span of 25 years, a cooperation
agreement signed in 2021. This
has given Iran a new strategic out-
look. Raisi’s visit to Pakistan came
in this backdrop; to explore new
avenues for cooperation and to ad-
dress the irritants in the relation-
ship. Pakistan, while observing
the regional changes, believes that
Iran is a neighbor that needs to be
engaged positively.

Pakistan and Iran share approxi-
mately 562 miles of border which
tends to provide trade potential
but is also marred by security is-
sues. The border tensions aren’t
new and have their roots in histo-
ry as well as recent past. Howev-
er, there is much in common that
needs to be explored. Both sides
have deep cultural roots, as Paki-
stan is believed to host the largest
Shia population outside of Iran.
This provides Iran with significant

cultural and religious affiliation
and roots in Pakistani society and
culture. This gives Pakistan an ex-
ceptional strategic space in larger
Iranian,aswellasregional, geopol-
itics.

Pakistan and Iran relations are
generally peaceful with no major
setbacks or fractures. However,
terrorism is an irritant in the rela-
tionship that undermines the se-
curity of both states and regional
securityatlarge.

Iran continues to grapple with the
Jaish-al-Adl terrorist outfit that it
believes operates from Pakistan.
Pakistan also believes that Baloch
terrorist groups like Baloch Lib-
eration Army (BLA) and others are
part of a terrorist network based
inIran. Nonetheless, the discourse
of terror networks continues to be
highlighted. A common threat for
bothIranand PakistanistheIslam-
ic State of Khorasan (ISKP); a terror
group that operates in the region
with scattered presence in Iran,
Pakistan,and Afghanistan.

Beyond security, there are several
other issue areas between Paki-
stan and Iran. Economic integra-
tion remains at the top. Much has
been speculated about the bilater-
al trade. However, there are multi-
ple areas where Pakistan and Iran
lack integration and need special



emphasis. For instance, Pakistani
Prime Minster Shahbaz Sharif and
Iranian president Raisi inaugurat-
ed the first border market at the
Mand-Pishin border crossing at
the Pakistan-Iran border in 2023.
This certainly was a step forward
in realizing that Pakistan and Iran
have great potential for trade. Es-
timated bilateral trade volume,
which is currently $2 billion, can
reach somewhere around $10 bil-
lion. Still, thisisthe firsttrade point
that will be followed by five more
border markets. Nevertheless, the
market still lacks state-of-the-art
infrastructure, business-linked
amenities, market-focused trade,
and business facilities that can
support the potential for trade
originally envisaged.

Moreover, smuggling still remains
one of the key areas that hampers
formal trade and potential for
business. One of the many reasons
for this issue is that the govern-
ment-facilitated trade markets at
the border crossings are a recent
phenomenon as compared to the
informal trade that has been go-
ing on between Pakistan and Iran.
This has much to do with the local
border-oriented trade culture that
hasbeenin practice for decades or
rather, centuries. More orless sim-
ilar is the case with the areas that

border Pakistan and Afghanistan.
The question there is not entirely
the same but comparable to the
Pakistan-Iran border. Therefore,

a comprehensive mechanism
that can link the Iranian and Paki-
stan markets, in fact, lacks proper
groundwork and comprehensive
economicstrategy frombothsides.
Another area that lacks proper
economic strategy is that there is
a perception that policies made at
the official level have limited in-
put from the business community
itself. The commercial routes, eco-
nomic zones, and border markets
must be chalked around a rigor-
ous and well-thought-over trade
strategy seeking substantial input

-
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fromthe trade community. Any ini-
tiative that sidesteps the business
community would shake the de-
sired economicgoals.

Much is being speculated about
Iran’s foreign policy after Raisi. It
can be assumed that not much is
likely to change in Iran’s foreign pol-
icy approach or its general foreign
policy conduct. Iran’s foreign policy
regarding neighbors is likely to con-
tinue the same way; amicable and
positive. Late Raisi’s attempt to im-
proverelations with Pakistan would
be remembered as a positive step in
the right direction for bilateral rela-
tionsandregional peace.

Thefull article firstappeared on The Nation.
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president
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As my area of expertise is geopolitics, I will focus on
highlighting the major achievements of Ebrahim Rai-
si’spresidency specifically in this field.

Although the President does not solely shape the
country’s foreign policy, the Raisi administration
had distinct characteristics. Under President Raisi,
indeed, Iran’s foreign policy pursued two pivots, ‘re-
gionalism’ and ‘look to East’.

The first outcome of this strategy was Tehran'’s shift
toward new alliances and the restoration of ties with
someneighbouring countries.

Iran and Saudi Arabia re-established relations af-
ter years of tension. Notably, on May 25th, also King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa of Bahrain expressed the
country’s willingness to establish normal diplomatic,
trade, and cultural relations with the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran. Although this occurred after the helicopter
crash, I believe this achievement can be attributed to
the Raisi presidency. It is also important to acknowl-
edge that Foreign Minister Amir-Abdollahian played
a key role in Iran’s diplomatic efforts to reshape its
regional network ofalliances.

The reintegration of Syria into the Arab League was
another notable event, especially given Iran’s strong
alliance with the Syrian government. Syria had been
a significant point of friction between Tehran and
Riyadh, so Damascus’ return to the Arab League sig-
nalled a clear willingness among these major players
to deescalate tensions and build new relations for re-
gional stability.

Talking about the Arab League, I should mention the
renewed relations with Egypt, which could favour
Iran’s recent policy toward Africa. Despite initial
optimism during Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood lead-
ership, differences emerged over Iran’s support for
Bashar Al-Assad. The phone call on December 23rd,
2023,between PresidentRaisiand the Egyptian Pres-
ident Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, to extend congratulations
on his recent re-election, was welcomed as a new
chapter ofthe two country’srelations.

As for Africa, President Ebrahim Raisi embarked on a
three-country trip to Africa in mid-July 2023, mark-
ingthe firsttime anIranian presidenthas undertaken
suchavisitinover 11 years.

As demonstrate by Turkey being the only NATO coun-




try to hangthe flag athalf-mastafter the helicopterin-
cident thatkilled President Raisi and its companions,
Ankara and Tehran were also seeking closer ties. It is
reasonable to believe that the ‘Palestinian issue’ has
led several Sunni-majority countries to enhance their
cooperation with the Islamic Republic.
Asaresultofthe ‘Look to the East’ policy, Iran has cul-
tivated closer relations with Russia and China. The
message of condolence from the Russian President
following Raisi’s death clearly showed the high level
of cooperation between Moscow and Tehran, encom-
passing initiatives such as the International North-
South Transport Corridor (INSTC) or joint naval drills.
Meanwhile, China brokered the normalisation of re-
lations with Saudi Arabia and invested significantly
inkey Iranian infrastructure projects, such as the Per-
sian GulfBridge.

As I mentioned the military field, undoubtedly, under
Raisi, Iran has increased its indigenous production,
particularly of drones. This development has raised
concerns in Western circles, but it has also enhanced
Iran’s capability to exportarmsandbolstereditsresil-
ienceinthe face ofheavy sanctionsinthissector.

In recent years, Iran’s policies have brought Tehran
closer to Central Asia, the Caucasus, and India, all of
which are attracted by Iran’s strategiclocation and its
ports.

Othernotable successes are Iranian membership into

BRICS, Tehran signing a Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
with the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), which rep-
resents a significant milestone in Iran’s regional eco-
nomic integration, and the Islamic Republic’s admit-
tance to the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SC0)
asafullmember.

Defining Raisi’s actions regarding relations with the
Westis more challenging. Despite continuing nuclear
negotiations under the current Foreign Minister Ali
Bagheri,noagreementhasbeenreachedyet.

The Israeli military intervention in Gaza has further
strainedrelations, withIransupportingtheresistance
axisand the West steadfastly backing Israel. However,
while the ‘Palestinian dossier” has distanced Western
actors from Iran, it has also brought some regional
powers closerto Tehran.

The conflict in Ukraine and Iran’s close ties with Rus-
siahave further cooledrelations with Brussels.

Still, according to many analysts, under Raisi’'sadmin-
istration, Tehran, while not avoiding negotiation ta-
bles, has essentially turned away from the West and
generally sought to redirect the country’s future rela-
tions towards the East and the so-called global South.
In general, Iran has been one of the countries advo-
cating for a multipolar organisation of world powers,
focusing more on forging new alliances during this
historical shiftrather than meeting Westerndemands
regardingits policies.
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20283.

President

59




Iran Daily

From isolation to integration

Iran’s balancing act pays off,

Special Issue

on Passing of
President Seyyed
Ebrahim Raisi and
his companions

60

reduces regional tensions

Theonsetofthe previous Iranian government’s tenure coincided with
unique circumstances affecting the country’s foreign policy. On the one

-

J
’

and, negotiationstoresuscitate the JCPOA were left inconclusive at

thetime, and on the other, the tightening sanctions on Iran necessitated
extra effortto navigate and develop the country’s foreign relations.

nthisregard, two significant events on two fronts —regional and
international — warrant consideration.

Regionally, thefierce conflicts between the SaudiArabia-led Arab

coalition forces and Yemen precipitated aunique dynamicinrelations

I~

tioned challenges, he endeavored
to clear many of the existing hur-
dleswithajudiciousand pragmat-
ic revolutionary approach and to
smooththepathforexpandingthe
nation’sties.

Naturally, Iran’s adopted policies

policies in the international are-
na. The deployment of novel ap-
proaches also stems from the

country’s foreign policy.

Before assessing these matters, it
isaptto acknowledge that despite
the arduous conditions impeding
the advancement of policies en-
visaged by the Islamic Republic of
Iran in regional and international
arenas, we should not overlook
the steadfast, calm, trust-build-
ing, yet firm character of the late

etween the Islamic RepublicofIran and Arab nations, especially Saudi
Arabia. Internationally, the outbreak ofthe Ukrainewar andIran’s
trategicties with Russia bred pessimism among Western nations vis-a-

Amir-Abdollahian.
Amir-Abdollahian took the reins
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
amid thebackdrop ofthe so-called
“maximum pressure” campaign
imposed by the United States
and its European allies. However,
through his tireless endeavors, he
managed to break the deadlock
that stalled the development of
the country’s ties with other na-
tions. Among his salient achieve-
ments were:

neighborliness polic

A key focus of the previous Ira-
nian government was fostering
amicable ties with neighboring
countries. In this vein, despite
tensions with Iran’s northwest-
ern and eastern neighbors, the
country’s diplomatic apparatus
adeptly managed crises and pre-
vented tension escalation with
neighbors, ultimately enhancing
communication levels.

Balanced policy, eastward
orientation

The Islamic Republic of Iran pur-
sues peaceful relations with all
countries worldwide, guided by
its national interests and a bal-
anced, fair policy befitting an in-

dependent nation. However, with

the United States’ withdrawal
from the JCPOA, the nuclear deal
lostefficacy. Heedingthe guidance
of the Leader of Iran’s Revolution
that “not everywhere in the world
is the West,” the Raisi government
adopted the so-called “Look to the
East” policy, starting with China.
The previous government firmly
placed an emphasis on looking to
the East as the cornerstone of its
foreign policy in the international
arena, adopting a pragmatic ap-
proach.

Iran’s Leader elucidated, “In for-
eign policy, preference for the
East over the West, preference
for neighbors, and preference for
nations and countries that share
commonalities with us over oth-
ersisamongour priorities today.”
These statements by Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei, outlining a



Late Iranian foreign minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian (front-R) welcomes
his Saudi counterpart, Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud (front-L), ahead of their

historic meeting in the Chinese capital city of Beijing on April 6, 2023.
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general policy, were incorporated
into the previous government’s
agenda. This led to the adoption
ofaforeignrelationsbalancingact
and the formulation of Asia-cen-
tric policies, with a particular
emphasis on neighbors and the
Islamicworld.

The ensuing reduction in ten-
sions with the Republic of Azer-
baijan, Saudi Arabia, and other
members of the Arab League
underscores the effectiveness of
this approach. The widespread
declarations of public mourn-
ing and condolences from nu-
merous countries in the region
and beyond following the tragic
death of president Raisi and for-
eign minister Amir-Abdollahian,
along with their accompanying
delegation, attest to the respect
for and impact of Iran’s foreign
policy endeavors.

organizations

Among the outcomes of the Look
tothe Eastpolicy, we can highlight
Iran’s successful bid to become a
full member of the Shanghai Co-
operation Organization (SCO)
and BRICS, marking significant
achievements forthe country’s di-
plomacyunderthe stewardship of
Amir-Abdollahian.

The fostering of relations with
the East and Iran’s accession to
the two significant treaties men-
tioned above significantly dam-
aged the maximum pressure cam-
paign of the United States and its
Europeanallies. With theirhostile
policies failing, these countries
started a new round of negotia-
tions with Iran, which culminated
in an easing of sanctions and a di-
vergence between the stances of

many European nations and the
United States toward the Islamic
Republicoflran.

diplomac

The previous government’s prin-
cipled and steadfast policies ef-
fectively neutralized and dimin-
ished the impact of Iranophobia,
afear-mongering tacticemployed
by the United States and the Zion-
istregimeintheregionand world-
wide. Subsequently, when the Zi-
onist regime encroached on Gaza
and perpetrated unconscionable
crimes against Gazan women and
children, global public opinion
underwent a radical shift. As the
brutality of the Zionist regime
was exposed and it was pushed
toward global isolation, the world
grasped the fundamental tenets
of the resistance front and Iran’s

supportforit.
As a concluding remark, it bears
mentioning that, regrettably,

within our country, a change in
government often results in the
disregard of the previous govern-
ment’s plans and endeavors. Rath-
er than continuing the established
path with flexibility to suit new
circumstances, there is atendency
to start anew. This not only inflicts
substantial harm on existing ma-
terial and immaterial investments
but also reflects a misapprehen-
sion of the general policies of the
system endorsed by the Leader of
Iran’s Revolution and the nation’s
best interests. It is hoped that the
esteemed presidential candidates
and the incoming government
can formulate plans and advance
based on the overarching policies
of the system and the nation’s in-
terests, thereby ensuringthe coun-
try’s progressremains on course.
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Martyr Hossein

Amir-Abdollahian:
A True Field
Diplomat

ByMohsen AsadiMovahed

ExpertonInternational Law

In 1976, it all began with a phone
call at the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs. On one end was MartyrSolei-
mani, and the discussion revolved
around Iraq issues. When the ex-
pert from the Iraq desk atthe Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs answered
the call, he realized that the IRGC
Quds Forcecommander was on the
line. This marked the beginning of
afriendship between the diplomat
ofthe Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and the field commander.

Iran’s Minister of Foreign Affairs,
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian, trag-
ically passed away in ahelicopter
crash along with Martyr President
AyatollahRaisi.Thecrashoccurred
in the mountainsof Azarbaijan,
where the soil was mixed with the
blood ofthisrespected diplomat.
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian was
born in 1964 in Damghan city. He
lost his father when he was 7years
old.He gotmarried atthe age of 30.
He studied international relations
at the University ofTehran and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
earned a doctorate. In his inter-
views, heemphasized his role as a
“diplomat” and often shared inter-
esting stories about General Solei-

manior personal meetings with his
international counterparts, saying
“Wediplomats”.

He joined the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs at the beginning of 1991,
workingasan expertintheDepart-
ment of Arab and African Coun-
tries of the Ministry. According to
his own words, if thisdepartment
had not done him any good, he
would have had the privilege of be-
coming a directsupporter of Mar-
tyr Sardar Soleimani. Later, when
General Soleimanijoined the Quds
Corps, hehad a close relationship
with him. Amir-Abdollahian held
such positions such as Deputy
Directorof the Arab and African
Office of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs (2011to0 2016), Director Gen-
eralofthe Persian Gulfand the Mid-
dle East (2010), Iran’s Ambassador
to Bahrain (2007 to 2010), anddep-
uty of the special representative
of the foreign minister for Iraqi af-
fairs (2013-2014).

He was elected as the Minister of
Foreign Affairs in the government
of Ayatollah Raisi and tookup the
“regional balance” strategy. He
believed that Iran should have a
good relationship with allof them

by balancing the relationship be-
tween the countries of the region.
Also, he did not hesitateto help the
resistance groups and was a com-
panion and friend of groups such
as Hezbollah, Hashdal-Shaabi, Ye-
men’s Ansarullah, Hamas, and Pal-
estinian Islamic Jihad groups. The
proof of thisclaim was the foreign
minister’s eight trips to Lebanon
and Syria during his ministry. Most
of thethinkers of the region and
the Arab and African officials had
agood relationship with him, and-
some of Iran’s rivals in the region
always looked at him with respect.
In short, he was known asthe “Dip-
lomatoftheField”!

A book about his professional
life has been published called
“Sobhe Sham”. According to Mar-
tyrAmir-Abdollahian’s testimony,
this book was written at the re-
questof General Martyr Soleimani.
In a part of this book, interesting
narratives of Sardar Soleimani can
be seen stating: “Ourintelligence
departments have many docu-
ments that confirm that the main
purpose of creating ISISand the
great crisis that was created for
the region is the axis of resistance



and Iran. The crisis wassupposed
to be transferred to our country.
This was a plan drawn on a macro
level for the regionand for us. Each
of the countries of the region en-
tered into the story based on their
understandingoftheissue.”

In the field of regional diplomacy,
after “Operation Al-AgsaStorm”,as
well as the war in Gazaand Israeli
crimes in this area, he was always
looking for a way to end the crimes
in Gaza and helpthe Palestinian
people. He traveled many times
to the countries of the region and
during his lasttrip to Gambia, he
gave an important speech at the
summitofIslamiccountries.

He was deeply passionate about
“Palestine”. All his efforts were
dedicated to supporting thefree-
dom of Palestine and the Al-Agsa
Mosque. In addition to his ministe-
rialroles,healsoled theSecretariat
of the Palestinian Intifada Support
Headquarters. This secretariat’s
primaryresponsibility was to ad-
vocate for Palestinian freedomand
emphasize the significance of this
issueonthe global political stage.
Amir-Abdollahian’s regional and
international trips to different

countries always brought good-
news. One of his most important
activities during his ministry was
torestorerelations with SaudiAra-
bia. He also made significant prog-
ress in renewing the relationship
with Egypt. In terms of the]CPOA
and nuclear issues, he successfully
navigated nuclear negotiations by
followingthe nuclearstrategiclaw.
Amir-Abdollahian was involved in
negotiations for the exchange of
prisonersandthereturnof6billion
dollars from Iran’s blocked money
in South Korea. Additionally, he
aimed to improverelations with
Easterncountries,reducetensions
with regional nations, and foster
positiveconnections with inde-
pendent countries worldwide.
Many of these initiatives were suc-
cessfullyimplemented, contribut-
ingtoapositivelegacy for him.

Martyr Amir-Abdollahian’s con-
sultations before and after “Oper-
ation Wadeh Sadiq” (TruePromise)
were very prominentin the course
of which he created political and
diplomatic supportfor Iran. A
clear example of this was his meet-
ing with the UN Security Council
in front of therepresentative of

the Zionist regime. In the last 8
months, Hossein Amir-Abdollahi-
an was one ofthe most productive
foreign ministersin the region and
the world, who consulted and talk-
ed withhis counterparts to stop
the war in Gaza and implement a
ceasefire. He had a difficult time
duringthis period, especially in re-
lation to the [sraeliregime’s attack
onthe Iranian consulate in Damas-
cusand Operation True Promise.
In order to enhance foreign policy
capabilities and play an effective
role in regional and globaldevel-
opments, the Raisi Administration
had prioritized the doctrine of
neighborhood andconvergence.
This aims to restore balance to the
country’s foreign policy. The dip-
lomatic systemfocused on three
main areas: neighbor-oriented
policy, balanced foreign policy,
and activeeconomic diplomacy.
Amir-Abdollahian had been cho-
sen as the key figure to pursue the
goals setfor these three areas. One
of Amir-Abdollahian’s significant
achievements was Iran’s member-
shipin the Shanghai Pact, which
aimed to strengthen ties with east-
erncountries.
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President Raisi
played vital
role in global
shift towards
multipolarity:
US analyst

By Alireza Hashemi

President Ebrahim Raisi was a “transformative leader”whose tenure

catalyzedthe global transition towards a multipolar world order,

-

political analyst.

astening the decline of Western dominance, according to an American

naninterview with the Press TV website, Max Parry, a New York City-|

S

ignificant historical juncture.

ased independentjournalistand geopolitical analyst, underscored
helateIranian president’srolein steering the countrythrougha

“The late president’s legacy will be remembered by posterity as having
led Iran through amajor turning pointinits history and as one of the
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distribution of power,” Parry stated.

He took office at a time when the
nation’s futurehunginthebalance,
grappling with the repercussions

of prolonged sanctions and eco-
nomicwarfareled by the West

Despite these challenges, the
American analyst noted, Raisi re-
mained committed to reviving the
nuclear accord that the US under
Donald Trump unilaterally aban-
doned in 2018, insisting that Iran




would not make additional con-
cessions.

“Raisi campaigned, stating his in-
tention to revive the nuclear ac-
cord but not without stipulating
that Tehran would makeno further
concessions at the negotiating ta-
ble since it was Washington that
reneged ontheagreement. On this,
he was steadfast to the end,” Parry
emphasized.

Raisi’s strategic approach to over-
coming Iran’s challenges involved
embracing multipolarity and fos-
tering partnerships with nations
across the Global South, many of
whichhad also faced threats of “re-
gime change.”

“He found that the solution to
challenges Iran faced was to em-
brace multipolarity and partner
with other nations throughout the
Global South that have been tar-
geted for “regime change” in a pro-

gram of international solidarity
and multilateralism,” Parry noted.

Raisi focused on transforming
relationships, turning foes into
friends: Analyst

President Raisi constructed a
transformative policy framework
and focused on transforming rela-
tionships, turning foes into friends
and friendship into brotherhood,
saysananalyst.

By strengthening ties with coun-
tries such as Russia and China
through economic integration
based on mutual cooperation and
benefit, President Raisi laid the
groundwork for Iran’s eventu-
al economic resurgence despite
Westernsanctions.

The strengthening relations with
Moscow further bolstered Iran’s
stability and national security, ac-
cordingto Parry.

A landmark event during Raisi’s
presidency was Iran’s accession
to the BRICS economic alliance,
which aligned Tehran with a coa-
lition of nations committed to re-
ducing reliance on the US dollar as
the dominantreserve currency.
“One of the most important events
during his tenure was Iran’s move
to join the BRICS economic alli-
ance earlier this year, which linked
Tehran with a host of nations in a
global drive to reduce dependency
on the US dollar as the dominant
reserve currency,” heremarked.
“As de-dollarization drive increas-
es, Washington’s ability to impose
sanctions on non-compliant na-
tions like Iran will become ulti-
mately ineffective.”

Under President Raisi's lead-
ership, he hastened to add, Iran
played a crucial role in the decline
of Western hegemony and the
emergence of a multipolar inter-
national system.

“Under Raisi, Iran ensured the de-
cline of Western zero-sum domi-
nance and years from now, he will
be looked back on as one of the
key figures who presided over the
historic moment when the world
order transitioned toward a mul-
tipolar international system and
away from American primacy,’
Parrysaid.

While presidents of Chinaand Rus-
sia may have captured the world’s
attention with their symbolic em-
brace, Parry said President Raisi’s
contributions were equally vital to
the geopolitical transformations
underway.

“Many would argue that President
Raisi played just as essential arole
in the changes we see taking place
geopolitically”
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Raisi focused
on transforming
relationships, turning

foes into friends: Analyst

President Ebrahim Raisi constructed a transformative policy
ramework and focused on transforming relationships, turning foes into
riends and friendship into brotherhood, says a Pakistani analyst.

hakeel Ahmad Ramay, CEO of the Asian Institute of Ecocivilization
based in Islamabad, in an interview with the Press TV website, reflected
on Raisi’sroleand contribution as agloballeader.
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“He first built a close alliance with
China in multiple fields, including
economy, energy, defense, and cul-
ture. Now, China is Iran’s leading
reliable and sustainable trade and
investmentpartner;” he noted.

“He then strengthened his coun-
try’s relationship with traditional
friendssuchasRussia.”

President Raisi, who passed away
in a helicopter crash has been
hailed by international political
commentators for his role in fur-
thering Iran’s national interests
while forging close ties with neigh-
bors.

Ramay said the “most transforma-
tive move” under his leadership
was the re-establishment of Iran’s
diplomatic ties with Saudi Arabia
after sevenyears of friction.

“This bold step towards rap-
prochement between Iran and
Saudi Arabia was a significant
event in recent history, given the

pivotal role these two nations play
in the region and among Muslims,”
the Pakistanianalyst stated.

“The agreementholds the promise
of de-escalation in the region and
the potential to pave the way for
lasting peace. Moreover, it could
play a crucial role in bridging the
sectarian divide among Muslims, a
pressingneed in the current global
context” hehastened toadd.
Regarding the measures taken
by the administration of Martyr
Raisi to neutralize sanctions, Ra-
may, who is also an advisor to the
Sustainable Development Goals
Secretariat of the Parliament of
Pakistan, emphasized the glob-
al economy runs through supply
chains, and economicand regional
blocks drive these supply chains.
He termed Iran’s membership in
BRICS an “important milestone
and a smart way to grow Iran’s
economy.”

“BRICS is home to two leading
global growth contributors, Chi-
na and India. It is also home to the
most significant economies in oth-
er parts of the world, like Russia in
Eurasia, Brazil in Latin America,
and South Africain Africa.”

“Moreover, Russia and Brazil are at
the forefront of introducing the al-
ternative currency to the US dollar.
Lastly, China is the second biggest
economy in the world, and most
importantly,itisoutofthe USinflu-
ence. It is emerging as the biggest
economic player and is predicted
to be the biggest economy in the
world.”

Iran officially became a member
of the BRICS grouping at the be-
ginning of 2024, five months after
it was accepted as a full member
along with Argentina, Egypt, Ethi-
opia, the UAE and Saudi Arabia.
“Itis expected that Iran’s member-
ship in BRICS will help the country
neutralize the impact of sanctions
and create new opportunities for

itself” the analyst stated.

The memberships in BRICS and
the Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
zation (SCO) were two diplomatic
masterstrokes of the Raisi admin-
istration, crafted jointly by Pres-
ident Raisi and Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian.
Referring to President Raisi’s
pro-neighborhood policy, Ramay
said he was working to strengthen
relations with neighboring coun-
tries, underscoring that two most
prominent examples were his last
two visits.

“First, he came to Pakistan. He met
with the leadership of Pakistan
and explored options for expand-
ing trade, economic, and invest-
mentrelations. Second, he went to
Azerbaijan to open new avenues
for cooperation,” he said, referring
to the Iranian president’s two final
foreigntrips.

The late Iranian president, he add-
ed, also worked to strengthen the
Axis of Resistance, especiallyinthe
wake of the Israeli genocidal war
onthebesieged Gaza Strip.
“Martyr Raisi earned respect in
other countries, especially Muslim
countries. First, he was a strong
voice for Palestine and provided
unwavering support to it. He was
an open supporter of Hamas and
provided them supportto save Pal-
estine people fromthe genocide by
Israel,” the analyst stated.

“Second, he was avocal and strong
voice against the blasphemy of
Islamic personalities and values.
His speech at the UN after Quran
burning incidents earned him
much respect among Muslims and
non-Muslims.”

Under his leadership, Iran
strengthened its relationship with
Russia more than in the past. Iran
provided military, economic, and
diplomatic support to Russia to
defy the pressure from NATO and
the US, hesaid.
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Path charted by President
Raisi for Iran's foreign
policy will endure: Analyst

By Alireza Hashemi

The path charted by President Ebrahim Raisifor Iran’s foreign policy and economic development
is poisedto endure, says a Canadian political analyst, adding that Iranians are unlikely to
Special Issue abandon thelegacy of theirlate president and his government’s accomplishments.
on Passing of & ruce Katz, a founding member and co-president ofthe Canada-based Palestinian and
P R Bl e wish Unity (PAJU), told the Press TV website that President Raisi’s strategies, particularly his
2L C T Eengagement with BRICS, the Belt and Road Initiative, and the fortification of Iran’s energy sectors,
his companions aveentrenched alegacy thatthe subsequentgovernmentis expected touphold.
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“The path traced by President Rai-
si in foreign policy and economic
and diplomatic relations is such
that its impact will be lasting and
itis unlikely that the (next) govern-
ment of [ran would abandon these
achievements,” he stated.

He said the process to elect suc-
cessors for President Raisi and
Foreign Minister Hossein Amirab-
dollahian will likely be influenced
by the country’s commitment to
continue on their path.

“The successors to Raisi and Ami-
rabdollahian will be chosen based
ontheirdesiretopickupwherethe
late Iranian president and foreign
ministerleft off.”

Katz emphasized the importance
of this continuity, especially con-
sideringthe potential return of for-

mer US PresidentDonald Trump to
the American presidency later this
year.

The stark contrast between the
foreign policies of Biden and
Trump towards Iran, with the lat-
ter’s camp exhibiting greater hos-
tility, underscores the importance
of maintaining and advancing
Iran’s military capabilities as a de-
terrent, Katzasserted.

“There is essentially nothing to
choose between Biden and Trump
in terms of US foreign policy, but
it is a fact that the Trump camp is
decidedlymorehostileto Iranthan
even the Biden administration.
There have been instances in the
past where Biden has warned Is-
rael against attacking Iran. Trump
will feel less constrained to pre-

vent Israel from such a course of
action,” henoted.
“Whatthismeansforlranisthene-
cessity to continue the successful
advancements in its military ca-
pacity as a warning to a potential-
ly hostile Trump administration.
It also translates to Iran’s need to
continue reinforcing its economic,
diplomatic and military ties with
China, Russia and Syria and con-
solidating its improving relations
with Saudi Arabia.”

The decline of the Israeli regime’s
global standing, juxtaposed with
Iran’s ascent, further solidifies
Iran’s resolve to adhere to the suc-
cessful policies implemented by
Raisi and Amirabdollahian, Katz
added.
“Whatthatmeansintermsoflran’s
foreign policyregarding West Asia,
is not to change one iota of the for-
eign, economic and diplomatic
policies undertaken by Ebrahim
Raisi and Hossein Amirabdolla-
hian. One does not mess with suc-
cess,” heasserted.

Architectof‘Look East’
polic

Reflecting on the achievements of
Raisi’s administration, the Cana-
dian analyst hailed the late presi-
dent’s ‘look East’ policy, which he
said led to a massive expansion of
Iran’s diplomatic and geopolitical
ties.

“A series of economic ententes and
development of diplomatic and
geopolitical ties have thrust Iran
intoits position as a strategic pivot
for both China and Russia in West
Asia,” hesaid.

“Raisi has been the architect of
turning Iran from looking to the
West for economic and foreign
relations to concentrating on Eur-
asia which is in the process of sup-
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planting Europe as the principal
economic point of interest in the
world.”

Katz noted that Raisi’s shift away
from the West was best manifest-
ed in talks on the resurrection of
the Iranian nuclear deal, which
was undermined by the pro-Israel
lobby and had no promising pros-
pects.

Raisi’s government shifted its
strategy on the nuclear deal in re-
sponse to continued US sanctions,
famously stating that he would not
tie Iran’s economic interests to the
will of foreign governments, ac-
cordingto Katz.

“Originally, Raisi was committed
to following the JCPOA process,
despite his skepticism regarding
Washington'’s political will actual-
ly to apply the JCPOA. The Trump
reneging of the deal confirmed
Raisi’s skepticism.Asapragmatist,
Raisi understood that there would
have to be a change in strategy: if
sanctions against Iran were not
to be lifted, then those sanctions
would have to be rendered ineffec-
tive.”

This pushed Iran to turn its focus
towards developing nations and
major economies like China and
Russia, seeking to bypass the US
dollar and the SWIFT banking sys-
tem,accordingto Katz.

“The way to nullify the sanctions
was directing Iran’s economy and
diplomaticrelations toward devel-
oping nations in the Global South
and dominant economies such as
those of China and Russia. That
translated to commercial exchang-
es using currencies other than the
US dollar and circumventing the

Western-based SWIFT banking
system.”

The Canadian analyst named the
25-year deal with China and Iran’s
membership in the Shanghai Co-
operation Organization and BRICS
as fruits of this shiftin focus.

“A point in fact is Raisi’s success
in negotiating a 25-year deal with
China in March of 2021, which in-
cludes Chinese investment in Iran
and promoting its role in China’s
Belt and Road Initiative. Antic-
ipated benefits for Iran include
increased energy exports, invest-
mentin energy infrastructure, and

relief from US sanctions through
the use of national currencies in
energy trading,” he noted.

“Under Raisi’s stewardship, Iran
also became part of the Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization. In
2023, again under Raisi’s leader-
ship, the BRICS organization, unit-
ing the world'’s largest developing
economies and challenging the
traditional hegemony of Western
powersin global affairs, welcomed
Iranamongits members.”

President Raisi’s tenure also saw
the restoration of Iran’s diplomat-
ic relations with Saudi Arabia and
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the UAE, challenging the US-Israeli
hegemony.

“Notably, China and Saudi Arabia’s
decision to divest from US trea-
suries signaled a move towards
de-dollarization, reflecting a shift
to a multipolar world order. I do
not think it is an exaggeration to
state that Raisi played a certain
role in this monumental paradig-
maticchange,” said the analyst.

It is also noteworthy that under
Raisi’s leadership, Iranian rela-
tions were also reinforced with
Latin American countries in what
used to be considered ‘America’s

backyard.

“In the summer of 2023, Ebrahim
Raisi embarked on a visit to Vene-
zuela, Nicaragua and Cubain order
to strengthen economic and dip-
lomatic relations with those three
countries. This indicates Raisi’s
vow to make Iran’s foreign policy
one that would extend far beyond
just Western Asia,” Katz told the
Press TV website.

Palestinians”
Katz, a longtime supporter of Pal-
estinian rights and self-determi-

nation, said another of President
Raisi’s principal legacies is that of
resistance to Western hegemony
in West Asiaand elsewhere.
Despite international pressures,
Iran’s stance on Palestine re-
mained firm, with Raisi empha-
sizing the importance ofliberating
the al-Quds and supporting the re-
sistance movement.

“Ebrahim Raisi stands out as an
indefatigable and indomitable de-
fender of the Palestinian people.
His administration provided un-
wavering support to the Palestin-
ian resistance currently fighting
against the Israel-US genocide,” he
said.

Katz cited Raisi’s famous re-
marks that “the world will never
be the same as before” follow-
ing the Operation Al-Aqsa Flood
(Storm), saying the recent deci-
sion by Spain, Ireland and Nor-
way to recognize the Palestin-
ian statehood serves as another
proofofthat.

“The fact that European countries
have broken ranks with the US and
have stated that they will recog-
nize the State of Palestine is proof
of the fact that US-European con-
sensus over Palestine is fractured.
The old Western hegemonic order
inWestAsiadrawstoaclose,”
“Thatis what Ebrahim Raisi meant
when he referred to the fact that
“the world will never be the same
asbefore.”

“Raisi’s commitment to Palestin-
ians will be sorely missed but it is
not likely to affect Iran’s continu-
ing support for the Axis of Resis-
tance whichincludesoccupied Pal-
estine,”headded.
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6 defining

traits
shaping
Irans int’l
relations

By Allah Karam Moshtaghi

Iraniandiplomat

Although the fundamental frameworks of foreign policy in countries like the Islamic Republic of Iran do
notundergo drasticor frequent changes with each new government, itgoes without saying thatincoming
governments devise their own strategies and tactics and selectindividuals best suited to manage micro and
macro policies. These choices play a pivotal rolein giving weight to the principles of foreign policy.

This means that different governments can prioritize different principles of foreign policy. For instance, under

one ofthe previous governments, secondary issues, like negotiating an agreement, had not only taken center
tageinforeign policy but had also putthe countryin suspense and ever-anticipating. We were also left with

unbalanced policies that negatively impacted majorissues such asgood neighborliness policy, the economy,

relations with non-Western countries, and even the axis of resistance.
owever, the previous government’s foreign policy, with its smartbalanced strategy, has brought about one
Special Issue of Iran’s mostshining periods since the revolution. Raisi’s government was able to draw on the strengths

on Passing of ofthe twelve preceding governmentsin the realm of foreign policy and review, rebuild, and setright their

President Seyyed
AN L B The foreign policy of Raisi’s government boasted at least six significant strengths, thanks to which he managed

RN LI Lo accomplishagreat deal in a shortspanofthreeyears.
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Hossein Amir-Abdollahian had revolutionary and
veteran credentials, along with a deep worldview,
extensive experience, comprehensive and insightful
perspective on developments, and an admirable per-
sonality. This left no room for doubtamong then-par-
liamentarians thathe was the mostsuitable choice for
foreign minister. His nomination was approved with
an overwhelming majority of 270 votes in favor, 10
abstentions, and amere 6 votes against.

With Amir-Abdollahian’s appointment as the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, the two realms of the “field”
and “diplomacy”, once distant, reached new heights of
cooperation. Amir-Abdollahian’s personality traits,
such as his consultable nature, intelligence, compas-
sion, self-control, thoughtful expression, humility,
and spirit of seeking cooperation with other institu-
tions influencing Iran’s foreign policy, helped untan-
glethe domesticknotsin the country’s foreign policy.

2.Multi-dimensional view on foreign
polic

A defining feature of foreign policy during the ten-
ure of the late president Ebrahim Raisi was the shift
away from a one-sided approachin the internation-
al arena. The disappointing experience of attempt-
ing to engage with several Western powers, which
yielded little fruit and stagnated the development
of ties with other nations, prompted Amir-Abdolla-
hian to first, carefully analyze the recurring policies
of the past and then, recognize the need for a new
design.

This shift in perspective led to a focus on Africa, East
Asia, neighboring regions, and South America. Ap-
proval of Iran’smembership in the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation and BRICS, along with signing Free
Trade Agreements with Eurasian countries, during
thebrief presidency of Raisi, resulted from this broad-
ened perspective.
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Ebrahim Raisi
(front-R), the
late president
of Iran, attends
Shanghai
Cooperation
Organisation
(SCO) Surmmit
in Dushanbe,
Tajikistan, on
September 17,
2021,
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rans late
president
Ebrahim Raisi
(front-2nd L)
and foreign
minister
Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian (L)
walk out of the
United Nations
Headguarters
in New York,
the United
States, after
the president’s
speech at the
/7th meeting of
the UN General
Assembly on
September 21,
2022.
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foreign polic

The economy has been the most
overlooked aspectof our country’s
foreign policy following the Islam-
ic Revolution. At times, it was fully
overlooked, and at other times, it
was operating in reverse, meaning
that our foreign policy prioritized
facilitating the import of goods,
even non-essential ones. On other
occasions, Iran’s foreign economy
revolved exclusively around a se-
lect few countries, particularly the
West.

While former Iranian president
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad in his
two terms took successful steps
towards diversifying foreign poli-
cy in the economic realm, the un-
necessary troublemaking fueled
by the then-government hindered
the continuity of this policy.

In the government of Raisi, the
economy emerged as one of the
central pillars of foreign policy.
The appointment of Mehdi Safa-
ri as the economic deputy of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, who
was even suggested as a potential
candidate for running the then-re-
viving Commerce Ministry, under-
scores this diligence and focus. To
provide a clear example, during
Raisi’s tenure, Iran’s relations and
contracts with Africa quadrupled,
and the presidenttraveled to coun-
tries that our previous presidents
had notvisited in two decades.

4.Leveraging domestic
capacities

Under the government of Rai-
si, foreign and domestic politics
were intertwined and mutually
reinforcing. On the one hand, the
negative competition between in-
stitutions influencing the formu-
lation and implementation of for-
eign policy, which was witnessed
in some previous governments,
dissipated. This gave way to pru-
dent coordination between insti-
tutions. During this period, we saw
the greatest harmony between
ministries and political, economic,
security, cultural, health, and con-
struction organizations pertain-
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ingto foreign policy.

On the other hand, domestic intellectual, industrial, defense,
and social capacities were harnessed in alignment with for-
eign policy to advance national interests. For instance, at one
point, Iran’s technological prowess in vaccine production
overcame the barriers posed by unfriendly policies enacted by
certain countries regarding vaccine provision.

Another successful example is the policy of leveraging domes-
tic capacities and relying on knowledge-based achievements
inthe oiland gasindustry, which bolstered foreign policy.
Additionally, our country’s defense prowess and authority
were coupled with diplomatic action, effectively neutralizing
apotential crisis on our northern borders. Some analysts have
also attributed the successful and timely execution of Oper-
ation True Promise to the full support of the government of
Raisi, suggesting thatalack of governmental supportand con-
sensus during those critical days could have jeopardized the
operation’slevel of success.

5.Good neighborliness polic

Fostering good neighborly relations and practically rebuild-
ing ties with the 15 countries neighboring ours was one of the
most significant policies of Raisi’s government in the foreign
arena. Re-establishing communication with Saudi Arabia; ex-
changingambassadorswiththe UAE; enhancingrelationswith
Kuwait; successfully managing disputes with Afghanistan, the
Republic of Azerbaijan, and the Kurdistan Region of Iraq; el-
evating the level of multi-layered relations with Turkey and
Russia; and resolving gas-related issues with Turkmenistan
and the Peace Pipeline with Pakistan, along with several other
instances involving our neighbors, were outcomes of Raisi’s
novel approach to foreign policy. Foreign minister Amir-Ab-
dollahian, drawing on his regional expertise and experience,
adeptly handled this new direction.

6.An honorable discourse

The essential component of foreign policy, from which oth-
er policies, plans, approaches, and achievements stem, is the
emergence and reinforcement of an honorable discourse that
the previousgovernmentembraced, based onthe three princi-
ples ofhonor,wisdom, and expediency.

When Amir-Abdollahianattended the Baghdad Summiton Au-
gust 28,2021, just days into his tenure as the Minister of For-
eign Affairs, he altered his planned position behind the presi-
dent of France during the commemorative photo at the event,
instead taking a place in the front row. While some initially
viewed thisasanimpromptuandisolated action, the assertive
behavior of Amir-Abdollahian and the proud language of our
country’s officials in the foreign sphere affirmed that the de-
termination of Raisi’s government to shift from a “diplomacy
ofpleas”toa“discourse ofauthority” was firmly onthe agenda.
The discourse of honor and authority was a hallmark that the
government of Raisi and its foreign minister, Amir-Abdollahi-
an, sought tirelessly to strengthen and solidify as a fundamen-
tal clause inthe foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
This discourse aims to portray Iran as a model of a powerful,
reliable, and independent country on a unique path of devel-
opmentthatserves not only its own interests but also those of
theregion.
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For Martyr Raisi,
Palestine was the
primary issue of
the Muslim world

ByIvanKesic

As people aroundthe world mournthetragicdeath of President Ebrahim,
Raisiin a helicopter crash, itis timeto look back at his illustrious lifeand

egacy and how he championed the cause of the oppressed.

One ofthe causes he staunchly championed was that of Palestine. He

minced nowordsincalling outtheIsraeliregime’sgenocidal war

against Palestinians and urged the Muslim nations to unite.

Palestine figured prominently on
his foreign policy agenda, which
wasreflectedin his speeches.
During the 2021 presidential elec-
tion, President Raisi would often
refer to the issue of Palestine. Af-
ter taking the helm, he walked the
talk and dedicated himself to the
cause, following in the footsteps of
the founder of the Islamic Revolu-
tion Imam Khomeiniand Leader of
the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyyed AliKhamenei-the two per-
sonalities he greatlyadmired.
Inhiseloquent speeches, he would
always mention the issue of Al-Ag-
sa mosque as the most important
issue of the Muslim world and
would urge the Muslim nations to
keep alive the fight for its libera-
tion.

Athisswearing-in ceremonyin Au-
gust 2021, President Raisi termed
Iran’s support for the oppressed
people of Palestine asaclear exam-
ple ofthe true friendship of Iranian
people for Palestine.

“Despite all the pressures and re-
strictions imposed against Iran,
we are fulfilling our religious and
humanitarian duty in defending
the rights of Palestinian people

and we expect Muslim and Arab
countries to play a leading role in
thisregard,” he said atthe time.
Only three days after taking the
presidential office, President Rai-
si held an official meeting with
Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, Is-
lamic Jihad leader Ziyad al-Nakha-
lah and leader of the Popular Front
forthe Liberation of Palestine Talal
Naji.

In the meetings, he stressed that
the Islamic Republic of Iran will al-
ways supportthe Palestinians.
“We have never had any doubt
about this policy. In our view, Pal-
estine has been, and will be, the
firstissue of the Islamic world,” he
was quoted as sayingatthe time.
He praised the two Palestinian re-
sistance movements for bravely
defending the rights of the Pales-
tinian people and said the power
to determine the fate of Palestine
today lies in the hands of the resis-
tance.

Reactionto the AlAgsa
operation

Two days after the start of Oper-
ation Al-Agsa Storm in October
last year, President Raisi held im-




portant separate telephone con-
versations with both Haniyeh and
Nakhalah, discussing the develop-
ments in the besieged Gaza Strip
and reaffirming Iran’s support for
theresistance.

In a message at the time, he said
he was confident that Palestinians
would come outvictorious.
President Raisi invited the world
to observe the fact that oppression
and injustice exercised against the
oppressed Palestinian nation, the
continuation of insults and dese-
cration to women and prisoners,
and the desecration of holy Quds,
the first Qibla of Muslims cannot
continue forever.

“Iran supports the Palestinian na-
tion’s legitimate defense. The Zi-
onist regime and its backers bear
responsibility for endangering the
security of the nations of the re-
gion, and they must be held to ac-
count for this,” he asserted at the
time.

He also urged Muslim govern-
ments to join hands in honestly
supporting the Palestinian nation,
adding that the Zionist enemy
should also know that the balance
of power has changed.

At the end of the message, he of-
fered greetings to the resistance
forces in the region, from Pales-
tine, Lebanon and Syria to Iraq, Af-
ghanistanand Yemen, recalling the
efforts made by General Qassem
Soleimani, Imam Khomeini and
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei in
supporting theresistance.

Three days later, President Rai-
si stated that all the Islamic and
Arab countries and all the free-
dom-seeking people of the world
must arrive at a serious conver-
gence and cooperation in the path
of stopping the crimes of the Zion-
ist regime against the oppressed
Palestinian nation.

He added that Iran will try to
achieve that coordination by con-
tacting the leaders of the Islamic
countries, and tasked the foreign

ministry to arrange the meetings
withregionalleaders.

In the days that followed, he held
talks with the officials of Iraq, Syr-
ia, Turkey, Qatar, Oman and other
countries, condemning Israeli
crimes against people in Gaza and
urging strongdiplomaticaction.

Riyadh summit

One month after the Israeli regime
launched its genocidal aggression,
President Raisi was one of the 57
Muslim leaders who attended the
extraordinary summit on Pales-
tine in the Saudi capital of Riyadh.
Originally, the 22 members of the
Arab League were expected to at-
tend the Riyadh summit, butit was
later expanded to include the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation
(0IC), consisting of 57 mostly Mus-
lim-majority countries.

Unlike other leaders who attend-
ed the meeting, President Raisi
minced no words in unequivocally
condemning the genocide in Gaza
and urged the world communi-
ty to boycott and prosecute the
child-murdering regime, which he
said is an “illegitimate child of the
us”

“What has happened in the past
five weeks in Gaza and parts of the
occupied West Bank is a historic
source of shame for ethics,law,and
humanity,” he asserted at the time,
urging the OIC to act as a unifying
force in order to help the Palestin-
ianpeople.

President Raisi reiterated Iran’s
long-standing position on holding
areferendum in which all Palestin-
ian Muslims, Jews and Christians,
from the river to the sea, including
those expelled from those areas,
would participate and decide their
destiny.

During his speech, he also pro-
posed a series of measures against
thelsraeliregime and insupportof
Palestine, summarized in ten key
points.
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The first three points called for an
end to the massacre of civilians in
Gaza,the completeliftingofthe hu-
manitarian blockade, and the im-
mediate withdrawal of the Zionist
regime’s military from the area.
The next three points dealt with
the attitude of the OIC members
towards the Zionist regime and
called for the suspension of polit-
ical and economic relations, the
designation of the Israeli army as
a terrorist organization, and the
establishment of an international
courtto punish Israeli crimes.

The last four points dealt with
post-war Gaza, and included the
reconstruction of infrastructure
in the besieged territory through a
fund, as well as humanitarian aid,
declaring the date of the bombing
of the Arab Al-Ahli Hospital as a
day of genocide in the official cal-
endars of Islamic countries, and
arming the people of Gaza if the
Israel regime’s relentless crimes
continue.

regime’s fragili

In November, President Raisi said
Israel’s brutal crimes in Gaza were
the result of frustration because
they had suffered a humiliating
military defeat and had failed to
achieve any of their strategic goals.
He also noted that “killing of wom-
en and children does not translate
into victory,” and those massacres
of civilians “created an unprece-
dented atmosphere of anti-Zionist
hatred acrosstheworld.”
Speaking at a conference on the
implementation of the Constitu-
tion in early December in Tehran,
President Raisi noted that Iran’s
support for Gaza and Palestine is
in total compliance with the Con-
stitution, which has obligated the
Islamic government to back the
oppressed.

In the following days, he went on
an official visit to the United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Arabia and Russia,

where, on his initiative, Palestine
was one of the main points of dis-
cussion.

He also discussed the issue with
the officials of Egypt, Pakistan,
Malaysia and Algeria, strengthen-
ing Iran’s bilateral relations with
these countries.

Addressing the International
Conference of Al-Agsa Strom and
Awakening of Human Conscience
inJanuary,PresidentRaisireiterat-
ed the importance of Palestine for
the Islamic Ummabh, calling it also
“the firstissue of humanity and all
thefree people of the world.”

He quoted the words of Imam Kho-
meini (RA), describing the issue of
Palestine as the firstissue of the Is-
lamic world and the liberty of the
holy Al-Quds as the priority of the
Islamicworld.

In another speech, President Rai-
si praised the role of resistance
movements in Lebanon, Yemen
and Iraqg, who joined the pro-Pal-
estinian retaliatory operations
againstthe Zionistregime.

toshunhypocris

He also condemned certain Islam-
ic countries who enjoy clandes-
tine economic relations with the
Zionist regime despite the ongo-
ing genocide against Gaza, urging
them to change course.

He also condemned the US regime
forvetoingthe UN Resolutions that
called for a ceasefire in Gaza, de-
scribing Washington as the center
ofthe Axis of Evil. He also slammed
the Western media forits distorted
coverage of the Israeli-American
genocidein Gaza.

In March, President Raisi used the
occasion of Nowruz to call on his
counterparts in regional countries
to take practical measures to stop
Israeli atrocities against the Pales-
tinian people in the Gaza Strip.

In addition, on the occasion of
sending Eid Fitr congratulatory
messages in April, he called on the

leaders of all Islamic countries to
engage more strongly in support-
ingPalestinians.

In the same month, he condemned
Western countries who project
themselves as protectors of hu-
man rights while openly or silently
supporting the Israeli regime, call-
ing them accomplices in Zionist
crimes.

President Raisi also condemned
the brutal crackdown on anti-Zi-
onist student protests in Western
universities in recent weeks, espe-
ciallyinthe United States.

“Today, thanksto the cleanblood of
the oppressed martyrs of Gaza, the
true face of Western civilization
has been revealed more than ever
in front of the people of the world,
and it has become clear that those
who make claims on advocating
freedom of speech are not commit-
ted to any morality butattempts to
preserve theirhegemony over oth-
ers,” hesaid.

At the beginning of May, in a state-
ment marking the occasion of the
World Red Cross and Red Crescent
Day, he called upon the world bod-
ies and all the awakened human
consciences to help the oppressed
Palestinian people of Gaza and
provide the grounds for sending
humanitarian aid.

A few days later, during his visit
to the 35th Tehran International
Book Fair, President Raisi called
Iranian writers and artists to de-
pict the conflict between honor
and evilin Gaza.

At the 5th International Congress
of Imam Reza (AS) held in mid-May;,
he said that the blood of 15,000
martyred Gaza children is so pow-
erful thatitwould not only end the
Zionist regime but also lead to an
end to global injustices.

In his recent official trips, from Sri
Lanka to Azerbaijan, President
Raisi strived to improve bilateral
relations, while emphasizing com-
mon positions on the Palestinian
issue.
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Iran’s health system

forever transformed §
for the better

Amidstthe coronavirus pandemic, Iran’s government, led by the late president Ebrahim Raisi, achieved

ignificant milestonesinvarious sectors, notably transforming the nation’s health system. During the early

days of Raisi’s tenure, which started on August 3, 2021, the country was stillgrappling with the effects of the

pandemic, butthe government’s swift procurement and distribution of vaccines turned the tide, ensuring the

afety of countless citizens.

Within a brieffive-month period after the administration took charge, over 131 million doses of the COVID-19

vaccine wereimportedinto the country. According to data released by the customs and the Food and Drug
Organization, Iran’s vaccineimports surged sevenfold within those five months, comparedto the entire term

ofthe previous administration. This rapid scale-up in vaccine acquisition was a critical componentofiran’s

comprehensive efforts to protectits population from the devastating effects of the pandemic.

Nurseswere heard thistime

Ali Abbasi-Beglo,aboard member of
the Emergency Medical Association
of Iran, highlighted the dedication
of Raisi’s government to nurses in
an interview with Ana news agency.
According to Abbasi-Beglo, Raisi’'s
focus on the nation’s health system
was evident from the onset of his
presidency, as demonstrated by the
hiring of over 10,000 nurses during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

He further added that giving mer-
it pay to healthcare workers was
among other initiatives prioritized
by Raisi’s government that reflected
its commitment to the well-being of
healthcare professionals.

breakthroughs

Significant strides were made in the
pharmaceutical sector; as confirmed
by the head of the Food and Drug
Organization, Seyyed Heydar Mo-
hammadi. For example, according to
Mohammadi, 17 new drug produc-
tion lines were launched and sev-
eral innovative medications were
introduced during president Raisi’s
tenure.

The Darooyar project, another no-
table development, was first imple-
mented in the Iranian calendar year
of 1401 (ended March 20, 2023),
paving the way for the domestic
production of a range of high-tech
medical equipment and supplies,
such as linear accelerators, CT scan
machines, defibrillators, respirato-
ry ventilators, anesthesia machines,
and specialized dialysis machines,
along with a variety of required dis-
posables. These advancements were
made possible through the dedicat-
ed efforts of knowledge-based com-
panies and the support of president
Raisi.

Mohammadi emphasized the late
president’s commitment to bolster-
ing food security and informing the
publicabouthealthy foods, whichre-
sulted in tangible improvements by
the end of the calendar year of 1402
(ended March 19, 2024). The presi-
dent’s unwavering support for pro-
ducers of healthcare products and
his focus on improving the nation’s
healthwere evidentinthe prioritiza-
tion of healthcare resources, such as
medicine, equipment,and infantfor-
mula, as well as his frequent orders

to accelerate the provision of finan-
cial assistance tothehealth sector.

firms underspotlight

The focus of Raisi’s government on
knowledge-based companies in the
health sector stands out as one of
its exceptional accomplishments.
Seyyed Mohammad Hosseini, vice
president for parliamentary affairs
in the cabinet of Ebrahim Raisi, un-
derscored the government’s dedica-
tion to supporting these companies,
particularlyin medicine and health.
According to Hosseini, previous
governments of Iran had not prior-
itized this area, resulting in a lack of
support for knowledge-based com-
panies and their innovative prod-
ucts. However, Raisi’'s government
made a concerted effort to champi-
on the nation’s brightest minds and
their groundbreaking ideas. In line
with this vision, various ministries,
including oil, energy, and industry,
were mandated to provide backing
to their relevant knowledge-based
companies.

This new emphasis on nurturing
Iran’s exceptional talent is expected



to yield remarkable results, as long
as young innovators continue to
receive the support they need. The
prevailing sentiment is that Iran’s
success hinges on harnessing the in-
genuity of its youth to drive progress
and growth.

Health system before, after
Raisi

Prior to Raisi’s inauguration as pres-
ident in August 2021, around 19
million doses of COVID-19 vaccines
had beenallocated to Iran, with daily
fatalities surpassing 700. Following
the government’s allocation of nec-
essary financial resources, approx-
imately 140 million vaccine doses
weresecured.

prescriptioninitiative

The implementation of the electron-
icprescriptionsinitiative, which was
introduced in the calendar year of
1397 (ended March 20, 2019), and
the phasing out of paper prescrip-
tions became a top priority for Iran’s
government under Raisi. This tran-
sition gained momentum when the
Iran Health Insurance Organization

rolled out the electronic prescrip-
tion program across 235 cities in
November 2019. The pressing need
for streamlined healthcare services
amidst the coronavirus pandemic
further emphasized the significance
ofthe project.

Curbing escalating, unnecessary
healthcare costs was another key
concern for the country’s health au-
thorities. By implementing the elec-
tronic prescription program, Iran
aimed to integrate various pieces of
information, prevent prescription
errors, cap service fees, prevent in-
surance overlaps, and reduce paper
consumption. The successful execu-
tion of this project would pave the
way forthe fullrealization ofthe fam-
ilydoctorinitiative.

According to experts, the current
electronic prescribing system has
effectively addressed many issues
related to paper prescriptions while
alsoreducinghealthcare costs, mini-
mizing prescription and medication
errors, and enhancing drug therapy
and patientwell-being.

Boosting hospital capaci

The government of the late presi-

dent significantly improved Iran’s
hospital infrastructure with the
opening of 106 hospital projects
and the addition of 15,939 hospital
beds. Comparing his government’s
achievements to his predecessor’s,
the Minister of Health pointed out to
Hazrat Mahdi (PBUH) Smart Hospi-
tal, which now has 1,000 beds, and
Ghadir Hospital, which now has 821
beds,asexamples.

Saeid Karimi, the deputy director
of the Ministry of Health, also em-
phasized the growth in hospital bed
capacity, stating that the number
of special beds for infants doubled
from 500 to 1,500. Furthermore,
3,000 specialty beds were added to
the country’s hospital bed capacity
duringthis period.

tourismindust

Iran has experienced remarkable
growth in health tourism over the
past two years, attracting a stagger-
ing 2.2 million health tourists to the
country. With 240 hospitals acquir-
ing IPD licenses to accommodate
this influx, the government’s com-
mitment to fostering health tourism
isevident.

As part of its ongoing strategy, the
government intends to introduce
a plan under which health advisors
will be dispatched to countries that
send us the highest numbers of
health tourists, further solidifying
Iran’s position as a premier medical
destination.

In addition to these efforts, the
Minister of Health highlighted the
launch of 53 newpublicdental cen-
ters and the acquisition of 1,000
ambulances during the late presi-
dent’stenure.

Iran’s health infrastructure devel-
opment in the same period also
includes the establishment of 37
pre-hospital emergency bases
and four airbases as well as the
purchase of 58 ambulances and 20
ambulance buses equipped with
13 mobile beds, contributing to a
comprehensive enhancement of
thenation’shealthcareresources.
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president
Ebrahim Raisi
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President's arts policy
builds bridges

When president Raisi’sgovernmentgottowork, one ofthe most pressing concerns for some Iranians was the
potential closure of the culture and art arena and the subsequent construction of metaphorical walls between
various groups of individuals. However, theissue of culture and art was addressed with great consideration.
Throughoutthe tenureofthe previous government, led by the late president Ebrahim Raisi, there were
numerous achievementsthat demonstrated arenewed emphasis on culture and art, an area of concern that
had perhaps previously been largely neglected. During his tenure, supporting artists, promoting Iranian art,
and elevating the quality of artistic expression were identified as key priorities, and a series of comprehensive

measures wereimplemented to ensure theirrealization
Governing fields of art, cinema, theater, and music were fraught with an intricate network of challenges
throughoutthepastthreeyearswhen the previousgovernmentwas in office. Nevertheless, upon reflection,

encompassing boycott of cultural and artistic events, the previous government was able to triumphantly host

the Fajr film and theater festivals, as well as facilitate the organization of numerous concertsin Tehran and
other provinces, coupled with film screenings. Under these challenging conditions, the Ministry of Culture and

slamic Guidance adopted a management strategy aimed at preventing societal polarization and division,
thereby achieving its objective of preserving therich cultural heritage of the nation.



Breaking23-year-oldrecord O

A closer inspection of the surge in
the production and sales of cinemat-
ic works over the past two to three
years proves the aptitude of Raisi’s
government for navigating a steady
course away from excitement, ulti-
mately surpassing several historical
records that had stood for several
yearsprior. Thisuptickinviewership
andsaleshadrippleeffects,elevating
the production and filmmaking pro-
cesses throughout the country, and
boosting the economic livelihood
of nearly 17,000 who depend on
the cinematic industry. The govern-
ment’'s management of the cinema
wasabletousherinrecord-breaking
saleswithoutcrossingboundaries.
The pinnacle of this record-break-
ing movie sales streak was in the
Iranian calendar year 1402 (ended
March 19, 2024). Deemed a pivotal
marker in the national film industry,
the number of moviegoers in 1402
surpassed the previous 23 years,
shattering multiple records. Riding
on this wave, Iranian cinema sales
soaredto 1,216 billion Tomans (over
$20million).

In conjunction with building con-
fidence with the specialized com-
munity of artists, particularly in the
realm of cinema, Raisi’s government
recognized the vital importance of
earning the support of the nation.
The diverse range of artists whose
works were featured at various fes-
tivals in the past three yearsis indic-
ative of the government’s ability to
strike a healthy balance between

these two key constituencies. One
significant example that epitomized
this approach was the meeting held
on March 15, 2024, in which the de-
ceased president met with artists
from a variety of fields including po-
etry, cinema, calligraphy, music, and
literature. In his speech, he regarded
cultural capability as a pivotal ele-
ment of national power, akin to de-
fense and economic capabilities. He
stressed theimportance ofgivingthe
country’s art and culture scene the
attentionitdeserves.

What provides further evidence of
this confidence of the art body with
president Raisi and his government
are the messages and interviews of
artists and actors published on the
occasion of the president’s tragic ac-
cident.

For example, Pouran Derakhshan-
deh, a renowned screenwriter and
director,commented, “Iwas touched
bytheirmartyrdom. Whathappened
isnotgood atall. This eventwill have
many (negative) psychological ef-
fectsonpeople.lamsorryand affect-
ed by this tragedy; In the past years,
there have been bitter incidents in
which we have lost some officials.
However, this bitter incident left us
inawe.”

Ebrahim Hatamikia, another promi-
nent cinema director, added his own
voice to the collective outpouring
of grief, writing: “On the last day of
Ordibehesht (the second Iranian
calendar month), when the news
of the martyrdom of Ayatollah Rai-

si and his accompanying team was
published, our hearts trembled and
we were stunned. Today, we saw one
ofthe mostbitter events in the histo-
ry of this land and we whispered to
ourselves, ‘Inna Lillahi wa innailayhi
raji'un’ (meaning ‘Indeed, we belong
to Allah, and indeed, to Him we re-
turn.).l offer my condolences forthis
heartbreaking, bitter, and terrible
incident. It is hoped that this critical
phase will pass with peace and unity
inline with the interests and expedi-
ency of dear Iran,away from political
andfactionaldifferences.”

Alirum Nouraeij, a film and television
actor, also wrote: “I offer my condo-
lences to the noble people of Iran for
the martyrdom of the revolution-
ary president Ayatollah Raisi and
their honorable companions, and I
pray for the survivors’ patience and
health fromthe one Allah.”

Alongside the aforementioned
points, the previous government’s
accomplishments in the realm of
art include the establishment of
231 movie theaters across various
provinces of the country. Moreover,
the simultaneous strengthening of
the private sector while preserv-
ing governmental capacities in the
film industry can be considered
another hallmark of managerial
performance during this period.
The government’s commitment to
supporting the private sector was
evident in the impressive sales fig-
ures of private sector films and their
substantial presencein film festivals.

Musicrhythm was fast

A noteworthy accomplishment of president Raisi’s
government was attaining a balanced frequency of
monthly concerts across the nation. Regardless of
genre, which encompassed pop, traditional, and re-
gional music, these concerts facilitated the establish-
mentofculturalequity throughoutthe country.People
living in provinces outside the capital were afforded
the opportunity to attend live performances by their
favorite singers, leveling the playing field in terms of
accessibility. This recalibration translated into an av-
erage of 500 monthlyconcertsnationwide,drawingan
audience of approximately one million people based
ontheaverage capacity ofthe performance venues.

From several perspectives, the aforementioned con-
cert frequency can be considered a significant devel-
opment: Firstly, the number of monthly concerts has
never reached this level in recent years, demonstrat-

inganunprecedentedlevel of cultural activity. Second-
ly, never before in recent times have all the provinces
of the country enjoyed equal access to diverse musical
performances. Finally, the enthusiasm for concerts
in the past never translated into such a substantial
monthly audience, highlighting an overall growth in
culturalengagement.

Contrary to the forebodings of some at the onset of
president Raisi’s tenure, his administration did not
usherinaneraofculturalisolationismand censorship,
as many had feared. Rather; his three-year record re-
veals a commitment to elevating the significance of
cultureand artinbothrhetoricand action. Tothatend,
Raisi and his administration actively encouraged the
stewards of these fields to actualize planned initia-
tives, resultinginamorevibrantand accessible cultur-
allandscape.

O
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Late president's

literary initiatives

hedeceased Iranian president Ebrahim Raisiwas always trying to

neofthe characteristics of the presidentwas his attention to cultural

poets,andotherswhomakea

eturnedup atthe Bookof the Year Award ceremony eachyear.
nearlyMarch2022,whenhealthguidelineslinkedtothe COVID-19
theclosing

ran’s Book of the Year Award was held simultaneously with the presence
isi, Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance Mohammad-
ehdi Esmaeili,and other cultural caretakers of the country.
Atthe ceremony, the presidentpointed outthatbooks play averykeyrolein

political and economicanalyses andsaid: “Forthisreason, paying attention

obooksandreading booksis ofgreatimportanceinthelslamic Republic.”

ewentontoaddthatbooksandbookreading are ofhugesignificancein
ran. Thanksto such an approach, we'reseeingmoreandmoregrowthan
uccess fromeducated Iranians insociety and academiccircles.

QL

esttool forunderstanding characters

Referring to the role of the book as a bridge between civilizations,
president Raisi maintained in that ceremony: “The book is the best
toolforunderstanding characters.Ifitwere notforthe works of Saadi,
Hafez,and Avicenna, itwould be very hard and even impossible to pin
them down. Getting to know a culture and civilization goes hand in
hand with getting to know the books, and through books and cultural
works, we can share our culture with other countries.”

Onthatday, the presidentalso paidattentiontothe hardshipsoftheliveli-
hood of Iranianliterary figures. “These days, many people whowrite well
arelivingindifficultconditions. They should be supported.”

eeccccccccccccccce

Duty of protecting culture

The following year; at the 40th Book of the Year Award ceremony, the
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asociety’s culture. You should always keep an eye on books. They're the
best way to preserve the history, culture, and knowledge of the nation.
Booksgiveusaplatformto passonthoughtsandscience.”

Pointing out the actions of his government in this regard, he explained:
“One of the serious plans of this government is to focus on cultural issues.

bookpublishingfield.”
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Elites of society

Two years later, president Raisi took
part in the 41st edition of the Book of
the Year Award ceremony on March 8,
2024, as well. The late president stated
there that the perfect human being was
the noble prophet of Islam, adding that
through books and by looking at the life
of the perfect human being and his pre-
cious parents, “we can see a role model
tobuildourlifeupon”.

Emphasizing that responsible writing
should be promoted, he noted: “We
shouldn't cash in on books, writing,
and the transmission of knowledge. Of
course, everyone has bills to pay, but
booksand the sharingofscience, knowl-
edge,and cultureshouldbe putonaped-
estal”

Thelate presidentstated that some jobs
in society always rely on the treasury or
handouts and that the life of someone
struggling in this regard should be pro-
vided for somehow. “But we shouldn’t
bring the book down to the level of
a money-making medium,” he said.
“There might be some extra income in-
volved, but that's not the point. Writing
is one of those jobs that, although it's
considered work, shouldn't be about
makingmoney.”

Addressing the writers present at the
meeting, he highlighted: “You are the
elites of society and have your own re-
sponsibilities. We expect elites to safe-
guardsocietyfrom culturalinvasionand
protect it against deviations. An intel-
lectual isn't someone who leads people
towards Western or Easternthoughts.”
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Expansion ofpubliclibraries O

Hisattention to culturalissues
wasn't just a one-time thing
atthe Book of the Year Award.
On November 15,2022, presi-
dentRaisiflagged the problem
of books and book reading as
one ofthe key indicators of ev-
erysociety’s culture. He asked
the Ministry of Culture and
Islamic Guidance to make ex-
panding public libraries and
easyaccesstobooksapriority.
Following the late president’s
attendance at a ceremony
for commemorating the Na-
tional Day of Books, Reading,
and Librarians in November
2022, the Minister of Culture
and Islamic Guidance penned
a letter to the president, sug-
gesting ways to make books
moreaccessibleand tackle the
livelihood challenges faced by

librarians with the help of the
country’s institution for pub-
liclibraries.

Per the president’s order on
November 28, 2023, relevant
institutions, including Iran’s
Planning and Budget Organi-
zation, weretappedto cooper-
ate in solvinglibrarians’ prob-
lems and making books more
accessible. The organization
was also tasked with allocat-
ing the necessary credit bud-
getto temporarily ease librar-
ians’ livelihood challenges
within the rules. Another part
ofthe order focused on central
libraries in the provinces; the
Planning and Budget Organi-
zation was to allocate the re-
quired credits to complete the
construction of these central
libraries.

Self-sufficiencyinpaperproduction

Another key point in the presi-
dent’s was the attention he paid
to self-sufficiency in paper pro-
duction. Right from the start
of the previous government's
term, Raisi pushed for self-suf-
ficiency in paper production by
rallying various forces and hold-
ing regular meetings with paper
producers. He also tasked his
firstdeputy with followingup on

this matter.

With Raisi at the helm of the
government, the Ministry of Ed-
ucation was tasked with using
domestic production for text-
bookpapers. Thismove kept $50
million of foreign currency with-
in the country. As a result, about
1,241 peoplefound employment
in Mazandaran’s wood and pa-
perindustry factory.

During an unannounced
visit to the Tehran
International Book Fair,

the late Iranian president
Ebrahim Raisi (C) talks
with a publisher of the Holy
Quranon May 21,2022.

During different periods,
both when he was serving as
the head of the judiciary and
later as president, he attend-
ed the Tehran International
Book Fair. He recently spoke
abouttheimportance ofhold-
ing the Tehran International
Book Fair and advancing cul-
turaljustice. During his multi-
hour visit to the book fair,
chatted with publishers and
publishing managers about
issues and challenges in the
publishing industry and the
bookmarket.

According to him, the book
fair is more than just a cul-
tural event. It’s a platform for
establishing meaningful and
effective communication be-
tween authors, publishers,
and book readers, and a place
whereideas are exchanged.
He attributed the thriving
bookpublishingand distribu-
tion sector to the blessings of
Iran’s Islamic Revolution. Be-
fore the Revolution, the Teh-
ran Book Fair was limited to
a couple of tents pitched next
to the University of Tehran.
Now, with thebackingand en-
couragement of the leader, an
exhibition of this magnitude
and quality is held for books,
fueling everyone’s enthusi-
asmandinterestinreading.

Communicating via O
Book fair :
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Islamic
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Broadcasting
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Record-breaking achievements

in performing arts, music

ﬂ

he previous government wrapped up with the untimely, tragic death

of president Ebrahim Raisi, but over his three-yeartenure, a noticeable

growth kicked offin the fields of art and cultural activities.

Threeyearsago, there were 580 movie theatersup and running in the

country. Raisi’s governmentturned things around by adding another

00 cinemastothe mix. By the end of the Iranian calendaryear 1402

-~

endedMarch 19,2024), the number of movie theaters inthe country
adrampedup to 846. Besides showing agrowth rate of over 48% for

constructing theatres compared to the previous government, this figure

means thatthe per capita cinema for Iranians has improved to one

theater per 104,000 people. When president Raisi tookthe wheel, the

latter figure stood atone theater per 580,000 people.
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Breakingbox officerecords

In the first year of Raisi’s govern-
ment (ended August 3, 2022), film
sales racked up a whopping 415
billion Tomans (nearly $9 million)
withanaudience of 13 million peo-
ple tuning in. The following year,
cinema sales skyrocketed to over
1,240 billion Tomans (over $20.7
million). Keeping up the momen-
tum, Iranian cinema sales clocked
in at over 146 billion Tomans (over
$2.29 million) in the first month of
the Iranian calendar year 1403
(ended April 19,2024).

Cinematicproductions

Under President Raisi's govern-
ment, over 180 movie scripts have
been greenlit for production. These
films showcase a diverse range of
genres and talents, with both re-
nowned veterans and up-and-com-
ingfilmmakersbehind the camera.

Concertsheld

Over the last three years, a grand
total of 7,000 music concerts have
been played in venues in the capital
and various cities across the coun-
try. The number of concerts in 1401
(ended March 20, 2023) hit 3,913, and
the following year, the tally cranked
upto4,970.

Theatrical productions

By July 2022 last year, the count
of theatrical productions neared
8,000, and this number ramped up
in the months to March that marked
the end of the calendar year. Com-
pared to the year before, drama
production and performances have
shotupbyover30%.




Big steps of tourism industry

under late president

The previous governmentwrapped up its nearly three-year-long term with the tragicloss of its president on
ay 20, butthereverberations of his actions will carry over into multiple areas. President Ebrahim Raisi’s
governmentknockeditoutofthe parkinthe tourism sector, which this note will focus on.

Big steps oftourism
industr

Despite the relentless smear cam-
paign waged by certain foreign
media outlets aligned with im-
perialist powers, and amidst the
onslaught of sanctions imposed
by the United States and several
European countries — all fueling
Iranophobia — Raisi’s govern-
ment steadfastly prioritized tour-
ism and attracting foreign visitors.
Determined to reveal the true es-
sence of Iran to the world, the late
president, along with his cabinet
members, worked tirelessly. As
a result, the tourism industry not
only kept its upward momentum
but accelerated, as evidenced by
thisreport.

In line with the Leader’s policies
ontourism,thegovernmentpulled
outall the stops. Consequently, fig-
ures revealed that Iran’s tourism
industry raked in $7.8 billion over
thelasttwoyears.

The tourism numbers for last
year were also crunched and
showed a 58% jump in visitors,
with 6,382,755 tourists touching
down, compared to the Iranian
calendaryear 1401 (ended March 20,
2023),whenamere 4,230,000 peo-
plevisited.

According to figures from Ali-
Asghar Shalbafian, the Deputy
Tourism Minister, foreign invest-
ment in the tourism sector has
skyrocketed since the previous
government took office, leaping a
massive 18 times and hitting
$256 million by the end
of the calendar year

1402 (ended March 19,2024).

The late president’s provincial
trips were a real boon for local
tourismindustries.Atotal of1,610
tourism projects kicked off across
the country since his government
tookoffice.

As stated by the deputy minister,
a staggering 2,400 tourism proj-
ects valued at 400,000 billion Ri-
als (over $68 million) are currently
underway. Of these, 81 projects,
accounting for 97,000 billion Rials
(over $167 million) in investment,
areover 80% complete.

The government gave the green
lightto cancel tourist visa require-
ments for citizens of 33 countries,
a strategic move that saw tourist
numbers soar to 6,382,000 by the
end oflastyear.

Ezzatollah Zarghami, the minis-
ter of Cultural Heritage, Tourism,
and Handicrafts, maintained that
the Islamic Republic has thrown
openits doors to the world, rolling
out the red carpet for internation-
al visitors and offering them the
chance to discover the country’s
unique attractions firsthand. He
further emphasizes the need to
counter the barrage of negative
advertising, rumors, and Irano-
phobia propagated by the arro-
gantpowers.
Accord-
ing to

Zarghami, the cabinet firmly be-
lieved that tourism is the birth-
right of everyone on the globe, and
Iran stands out as one of the most
breathtaking countries owing to
its unique history, natural won-
ders, ecotourism, hospitable lo-
cals,and health tourism.
Moreover, the Iranian tourism in-
dustry experienced a boom in job
creation under president Raisi,
witnessing a 10.3% spike in em-
ployment in 2023 compared to
the previoustwoyears.Lastyear’s
surge propelled the industry’s
contribution to the country’s to-
tal employment to a substantial
6.6%.

What we've covered here only
scratches the surface of the pre-
vious government’s efforts in the
realm of tourism. Despite facing
significant challenges, including
the global coronavirus pandemic,
which brought worldwide tour-
ism to a grinding halt, and amid
strong smear campaigns and
Iranopho-
bia, Raisi’s
government
strived to
showcase * ¢
Iranandits |
myriad at-
tractions to

the world.
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The late Iranian
president
Ebrahim
Raisivisits

the historical
neighborhood
of Yazd, Iran,
on December
17,2021, to
oversee efforts
at restoring
historical
monuments.
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Unleashi

Iran’s tourism
capacities:

The Raisi effect

nthefaceofIranophobia peddled by hostile nations, president Raisi’s
government successfullyramped up revenue fromthe tourism industry
by revitalizing and harnessing theindigenous and local capacities o,
our country. Italso managed to bring down theunemployment rate by
lending its supportto industry activists and played a partin preserving
precious environmental resources.
ourism haslong been on the Iraniangovernments’radar, with afocus
dating backto the 4th National Development Plan. However, duetoalac
of attention from the second to lastgovernment, the country fell behind
itsregional peersin this sector. Things took a turn forthe betterin the

ﬂ

efforts paid off, resulting in a significantinflux of 7.1 million tourists and

generating asubstantial $8.7 billion in revenue over the pasttwoyears.

Massiveincome from tourism

Statistics reveal a compelling
story: foreign tourists injected
$6.2 billion into Iran’s economy
in 2022, marking a substantial
73.5% jump from 2021, when in-
ternational visitors spent $2.5
billion. Combined over two years,
that’s a hefty sum of $8.7 billion.
On top of that, we need to factor

in the spending of Iran’s domes-
tic tourists, who shelled out 225
thousand billion tomans (over $7.5
billion) in 2021 and then upped
their game in 2022, splashing out
over 316 thousand billion tomans
(over $8.1billion), reflectinga 40.1%
year-on-yearincrease.

Ebrahim Raisi, the late president,

consistently underscored the im-
portance of harnessingall of Iran’s
diverse capacities to the fullest
and set an ambitious target of at-
tracting 15 million foreign tour-
ists annually. Within the tourism
sector, this goal stood as one of the
most pivotal axes emphasized by
the presidentand his government.



Share ofincoming tourists to Middle East

A 2022 World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) re-
port shed light on Iran’s burgeoning appeal to
foreign tourists. In 2022, international visitor ar-
rivals surged, with 4.1 million trips recorded — a
remarkable 315% uptick compared to the previous
year, effectively quadrupling the number. However,
Iran’s share of the global tourism pie remains mod-
est, capturing only 0.4% of all foreign tourist trips

The 315% surge in foreign tourist arrivals in 2022
marked a dramatic rebound from the previous years’
declines:an 83% drop in 2020 due to the widespread
impact of the coronavirus pandemic, followed by
a 30% dip in 2021. Meanwhile, the Middle East as a
whole welcomed 66 million foreign tourists in 2022,
reflecting a robust 163% growth year-on-year. Iran’s
share of this regional tourism pie stood at an estimat-

in2022.

ed 6%.
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Ecotourism permits, national works

In September 2023, Iran’s Minis-
try of Cultural Heritage, Tourism,
and Handicrafts issued a compre-
hensive statistical and compar-
ative report at an exhibition, de-
tailing its accomplishments over
the previous two years. Among its
notable achievements, the min-
istry highlighted the expansion
of the country’s hospitality infra-
structure with the addition of 313
hotels (excluding those in free zones)
and the issuance of permits for
849 ecotourismaccommodations.
Furthermore, an impressive ar-
ray of cultural treasures has been
recognized: 427 movable cultural
properties, 595 immovable cul-
tural properties, 302 tangible
works, and 476 intangible works
— amounting to a total of 1,800
entries — have been inscribed on
thelistofnational treasures.

In the Iranian calendar year 1400

(ended March 20, 2022), Iran’s na-
tional programme to safeguard
the traditional art of calligraphy
gained international recognition
with its inscription on UNESCO’s
list of Good Safeguarding Prac-
tices. Then, in a remarkable leap
forward, four joint international
cases — celebrating Yalda (Shab-e
Chelleh), the art of crafting and
playing the oud instrument, seri-
culture and traditional produc-
tion of silk for weaving, and Turk-
men-style needleworkart — were
approved at the UNESCO meeting
in Rabat, Morocco, in 2022. This
propelled Iran to sixth place glob-
ally onthe UNESCO Intangible Cul-
tural Heritagelist.

Additionally, in line with the 10-
year plan, two global files show-
casing Iran’s tangible cultural her-
itage — the cultural landscape of
Masouleh and Hegmataneh, and

the historical center of Hamedan
— have been meticulously com-
piled and submitted. Field evalu-
ations for one of the world’s most
extensive serial registration files,
titled “54 Iranian Caravanserais,”
have been completed. Seven cases
of intangible cultural heritage, in-
cluding Iftar and its associated so-
cial and cultural beliefs, the art of
gilding, the tradition of pilgrimage
to the holy shrine of Imam Reza
(PBUH), and the Sadeh Celebration,
the Mehregan festival, the art of
crafting and playing the Robab,
and the traditional production of
Rosewater along with its related
social and cultural beliefs, have
been forwarded to UNESCO for the
years 2023 and 2024. These sub-
missions are currently under re-
view as part of UNESCO’s cultural
inscription process.
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The late Iranian
president
Ebrahim Raisi
(front-L) visits
the Ashuradeh
Island and
Khazini Canalin
the Caspian Sea
on December
21,2023, while
reviewing
plans to dredge
and revive the
Gorgan Bayona
boat.
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Foreign
investmentin

tourism

On April 27,2024, Ali-Asghar
Shalbafian, Iran’s deputy
tourism minister, highlighted
the surge in foreign invest-
ment in the tourism sector.
He noted that since president
Raisi took office, foreign in-
vestmentin tourism had mul-
tiplied eighteenfold, reaching
a substantial $256 million
by the close of the calendar
year 1402 (ended March 19,
2024). This was accompa-
nied by the presentation of
600 investment packages by
over 2,000 businessmen from
80 countries at the Iran Expo
2024 event.

He deemed the exhibition’s
timing crucial in light of pre-
vious events, underscoring its
significance as the standout
feature of the next expo. He
elaborated, “The very fact that
this exhibition is taking place
sends a clear message about
the prevailing security in our
country. This visual testament
can be leveraged by business-
men and merchants to convey
this reality to the world, effec-
tively dispelling any doubts
that may have arisen due to re-
centdevelopments.”

Revival of Gorgan Bay after 25 years

Gorgan Bay, also known as the Gulf of Gorgan, and its environs earned in-
ternational recognition in 1975 as a wetland of significance by the Ram-
sar Convention. In 1976, UNESCO further acknowledged its ecological
importance by classifyingitas a natural biosphere reserve. However, be-
tween2017and 2021, aconfluence of factors,includingadropin the Cas-
pian Sea water level, sediment buildup, rampant marine plant growth,
canal closures, decreased rainfall, and heightened evaporation rates, re-
sulted in the desiccation of 35% ofthis once-lush bay.

Following the previous government’s swift and effective interventions
to resuscitate Gorgan Bay, the esteemed American scientific publication
Science took note. A paper reported that just four weeks after the Ashu-
radeh Canal openingin 2023, a massive 1.5 billion cubic meters of water
surged from the Caspian Sea into Gorgan Bay, elevating the water level by
a full 40 cm. This timely influx of water resuscitated some 400 meters of
coastal areas along the Caspian Sea that had previously dried up, restor-
ing 3,000 hectares of the bay. Additionally, water salinity levels dropped
from 48 units per thousand to 27 units per thousand.

Restoration ofhistorical monuments

In October 2023, Shahab Talai,
CEO of Iran’s Fund for the Devel-
opment and Restoration of His-
torical Textures, unveiled an en-
ticing incentive. He announced
that any individual, company, or
institution incurring expenses
related to the repair, restoration,
or refurbishment of tourist sites
could have those costs recognized
as tax equivalents. This recogni-
tion would be granted with the
endorsement of the Ministry of
Cultural Heritage and the devel-

opment and restoration fund, fa-
cilitatingabeneficialarrangement
for those contributing to the pres-
ervation of touristattractions.
Highlighting the fund’s resources
and capabilities, he emphasized
the ability to offer diverse and tai-
lored support to owners and cus-
todians of historical buildings. He
elaborated, “The government ex-
tends a range of benefits to those
active in this field, one of which
comes in the form of tax exemp-
tions.”




Heavy
machinery
work to open
the Ashuradeh
Canalin 2023,
allowing water
to flow from the
Caspian Sea
into the drying
Gorgan Bay.

Insurance for touristguides

Atthe 15th gathering of Iranian tourist guides, Mohsen Hajisaeid, vice pres-
ident of the Iran Federation of Tourist Guide Associations, shed light on sev-
eral beneficial measures undertaken by the government of president Raisi.
He noted that providing insurance to thousands of tourist guides, deploying
guides during Nowruz celebrations, facilitating the participation of tourist
guides in international events, and placing tourism guidance signs in tourist
hotspots were among the key initiatives of Iran’s Ministry of Cultural Heri-
tage, Tourism, and Handicrafts. He also commended the ministry’s efforts
in resuscitating tourism post-pandemic, waiving visas for 33 countries, and
pushingfortheimplementation oftwo-day weekend holidays.

Mehdi Ghasemian, secretary of the Iran Tourist Guide Association, an-
nounced the resumption of tour guide insurance in July 2023. He went on to
say that “by linking the tourist guide card to the banking system and setting
updirectdepositsintothisaccount,ithasbecomepossibletoputinplaceare-
quirementfor foreign tourists to purchasetickets through touristguide cards
atmajorsiteslike Persepolis, thus making use of the capacity oflocal guides.”
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Construction of coastal towns

Mehrdad Bazrpash, Iran’s minister of Roads and Urban Development, also
recently said, on the sidelines of the signing of the contract to equip and op-
erate the container terminals of Chabahar Port with the Republic of India:
“Turning Iran into a tourism hub is one of the government’s goals. By desig-
nating several coastal towns — seven of which have been prioritized while
workonthreetownsisalreadyunderway—wearemovinginthatdirection.”
Saeid Ghafouri, the head of the New Towns Development Company, re-
cently announced preparations are underway for the construction of
seven towns. He stated, “The new towns of Tis; Makran Central; a new
towninJask city; the towns of Persian Gulf, Beris, Kooshk, and Shahrak-e
Aftab form a collection of settlements that, while offering diverse eco-
nomic and social roles and functions, aim to introduce new patterns of
urban planning and architecture. These patterns are designed to be ap-
propriate to local and climatic conditions while also taking into account
regional and international capabilities.”
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Iranian late
president
Ebrahim Raisi
waves 1o a
crowd of Iranian
girls and young
women ina
gatheringin
Tehran, Iran, on
May 8, 2024,
two days before
the National
Girls' Day. "The
advancement
of our country
lies in the
hands of our
young people,
especially our
girls,” he said.
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Women, families first

A look at achievements of Raisi gov't

Women, as halfof the country’s 80 million population, were put atthe top of the planning and

policy-making agenda from day one by the previous Iranian government, so thatrelated matters

wouldimproveata faster pace. It'snow been threeyears since thatgovernmenttook the reins, and

alook back atthe achievements of this period showcases the efforts made in a host of fields.

Some ofthe important steps of the previous Iranian
government in the field of women include modify-
ing and tailoring laws and regulations for women
and families and dedicating better facilities to them.
Tothisend, the cabinetmadeitapriority toapprove
special facilities for these two groups during pro-
vincial trips and followed up ontheimplementation
oftheseapprovals during subsequentvisits.

Anothervaluable measure of the government was to
clear the obstacles and address the economic chal-
lenges faced by Iranian families, particularly in the

J
Dedicatingfacilities

field of housing, which ties in with the acceleration
of general policies on the issue of encouraging larger
families. As such, the approval of a note in the bud-
getofthe Iranian calendar year 1402 (ended March 19,
2024) to grant land to families with quadruplets or
higher-order multiples was one such measure swift-
lyimplemented from the outsetofthisyear.

Also, allocating facilities to women and families, as
well as assuming responsibility for addressing so-
cial harms in this domain, were among the govern-
ment’s other measuresinits 500-day plan.

Setting targets for women’s health

Women's health, as the mostcentral element of fam-
ily well-being, has been the foremost concern of the
late president’s government from his earliest days
in office. It is an area that, unfortunately, had been
neglected in prior decades due to alack ofappropri-
ate groundwork.

However, in the first two years, by relying on the
identification of statistical variables and indicators,
the government has given new impetus to the issue
ofwomen’s health and well-being, employing Land-
use planning. Tangible measures were subsequent-
ly taken in this field, the most obvious being the ex-
tension of pregnant women’s insurance coverage to
the end of breastfeeding.

Also, preparing an atlas on the status of women,
setting priorities in the field of health for wom-
en and families, pinpointing problem areas and
pathologies of women’s health, and identifying

health needs across 31 provinces are all part
of the government’s action plan to address the
deprivations in women’s health. Additionally,
determining the most important priorities and
health issues for women and girls in sports, as
well as ensuring equitable access to sports facil-
ities between men and women, are all integral
components of this initiative.

National Women’s Health Week and the subsequent
prioritization of identifying and treating cancer in
women, providing the necessary infrastructure by
utilizing sports facilities and increasing the bud-
get for the construction and repair of special gyms
for women, and investigating infertility treatment
issues, including the lack of infertility treatment
centers in various provinces, all formed part of the
previous government’s performance in promoting
women’s health.



Women’srights on parliament’s

Empowering female
heads ofhouseholds

agenda

Perhaps the greatest achievement in the field of women and
families is the fulfillment of their legal needs and rights. To
this end, president Raisi’s government, in addition to taking
measures within the scope of its executive power, pursued the
reform and adjustment of laws pertaining to women'’s rights
inthelegislative arena to ensure these rights are permanently
upheld.

Offeringfemalereliefrecipients ofthe country’s DiyaInsti-
tution aone-year breathing space to repay facilities, draft-
ing the bill granting housing to quadruplet families, draft-
ing a bill that tackles the issue of persons withoutidentity
documents, and the proposal to exempt female-headed
households and mothers with custody of children from
serving outside their place of residence were all part of
the government’s legislative reforms and tailoring efforts
regarding Iranian women.

In addition to the aforementioned, the drafting of a bill on the
scope of the guardian’s powers, the amendment of a bill on
permitting the opening of savings accounts for children, the
preparation of the bill to join the Women Development Orga-
nization of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, the revi-
sion of school instructions for handing over students’ report
cards and educational information to parents, the issuance
of a directive by the first vice president on the obligation of
government agencies to coordinate with the vice presidency
in the appointment of advisers, and the resolution to allocate
one percent of facilities from executive bodies to the field of
womenand familiesareall actionsundertaken by the previous
governmentto advance thelegal rights of these two groups.

Empowering and enhancing the health
and quality of life of female heads of
households were a central demand and
agenda item for Raisi’s government.
Providing education, economic em-
powerment, and employment oppor-
tunities forwomenheads ofhouseholds
and affected women was the general
policy pursued by thelate presidentand
his cabinet during their 500 days in of-
fice. Inrealizing this policy, the previous
governmentcreated aguarantee fundto
facilitate employment for female heads
of households who are relatively poor
andlackprotective coverage.

The training of 2,046 women and
the economic empowerment of an
additional 2,055 women across 11
provinces, the development of a com-
prehensive empowerment plan for
women in line with the 6th National
Development Plan, the creation of
employment opportunities for wom-
en recovered from addiction, and the
empowerment of 315 women from
the target group were all actions un-
dertaken by the late president’s vice
president for women and family af-
fairsduringtheir two-year tenure.

Iranianwomeninint’larena

Among the previous government’s notable achievements
is the active participation of Iranian women on regional and
international platforms. The signing of international coop-
eration agreements with a focus on women and the hosting
of international empowerment courses serve as a part of the
government’s main strategy to foster a robust presence for
[ranianwomen ontheglobal stage.

Harnessing the potential of women'’s diplomacy in interna-
: tional interactions, the late president’s government devel-

oped international relations by signing six joint memoran-
dums of cooperation, in particular, with sixcountries.

They also followed up on the approval and implementation
of joint cooperation plans through the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Additionally, the government hosted and participat-
edinatraining course on the international empowerment of
women, as well as conducted empowerment courses for fe-
male managers, contributing to the enhancement of Iranian
women'sstatusinthe country’soverseasarenas.
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Consolidating families

Lastly, it's worth mentioning that the
government’s most critical task in im-
plementing the general policies of the
establishment was addressing Iran’s
aging population. In this regard, Raisi’s
government utilized the potential of its
Vice Presidency for Women and Family
Affairsand tooksignificantsteps.

Supporting the nutrition of mothers in

deprived areas, fostering a connection
between creative ideas and manufac-
turers and managers within the baby
equipmentindustry,commendingeight
selected innovative women, and call-
ing for the production of products and
provision of services to support babies,
children, and mothers were all steps
taken by the Vice Presidency for Wom-

en and Family Affairs in this domain.
Supporting the provision of layette sets
in underprivileged areas, pursuing the
establishment of kindergartens within
executive bodies, and extending free aid
to underprivileged families with babies
were all part of the previous govern-
ment'srecordinaddressingtheneedsof
theyoungpopulation.
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Iran’s late
president
Ebrahim Raisi
(R) listens

as Fatemeh
Nassaji (L),
afemale
entrepreneur,
explains her
educational
handicrafts
during the
president’s
provincial visit
to Kurdestan
Province, Iran,

on November 3,

2023.
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Iran gov't promotes
female entrepreneurship

i

During the global economic crisis, while many developed countries

were struggling with the tremendous problem ofunemployment, the
governmentofthelate Iranian president Ebrahim Raisiwas zeroing in
on employmentto furtherits goal of serving the people.

The salience of the government’s
approach on this matter stems its
two targets of facilitating stable
businesses and family-oriented
businesses. This is due to the fact
that in the design of a sustainable
family-oriented business network,
the job seeker, while undertaking
the necessary training and support,
takes on a job whose sustainability
is guaranteed and monitored by the
entrepreneur foratleastfouryears.
Ontheotherhand,the woman work-
inginsuchanetworkcarries outher
work in a flexible way, fitting in her
home responsibilities and playing a
part in a family-oriented role, while
alsomakinguse ofthe capabilities of
other familymembers.

In this network, home businesses
and value-creating small business-
es were expanded through the use
of the capacity of the Omid Entre-
preneurship Fund under the pre-
vious government. What is more,
female heads of households, abused
women, self-supporting girls, and
job-seeking graduates were em-

ployed in 239 categories as the tar-
getcommunity.

Additionally, more than 7,000 fe-
male entrepreneurs and job seek-
ers were trained in home-based
jobs through the use of facilities ap-
proved during the late president’s
provincial visits.

In another aspect of this network,
the plan for economic empower-
ment of female heads of households
and backing for women entrepre-
neurs was carried out for women
leading households and unmarried
girls over 45 years of age, resulting
in the training of upwards of 4,500
individualsin 209 categories.
Tapping into the capacity of
non-governmental organizations to
generate employment for the target
group of women who are heads of
households, self-supporting, recov-
ering addicts, or disabled across 15
categories opened up over 400 job
fields as aresult of the previous gov-
ernment’s efforts.

The government’s backing for the
establishment and growth of wom-

en’s cooperative companies in tan-
dem with Iran’s Ministry of Labor,
Cooperatives, and Social Welfare
unlocked job prospects for female
headsofhouseholdsaswell.
Furthermore, collaborations with
the aforementioned ministry in
setting up and growing cooperative
businesses led by disabled women
across 34 categories unlocked job
opportunities for this target demo-
graphic.

Harnessing the potential of the
country’s Ministry of Science, Re-
search, and Technology by way of
holding job training and skill-build-
ing events for female students
stands as another achievement of
thisnetwork.

Additionally, collaborations with
the Ministry of Agriculture towards
providing training in healthy crop
production and establishing health
gardens, with a focus on empower-
ing local communities, culminat-
ed in over 18,000 person-hours of
training for womenunder president
Raisi'sgovernment.
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Iran’s foreign trade registered a considerable
jump duringthelate President Ebrahim Raisi’s ad-
ministration (32 months in service) and reached
more than $301 billion, according to a report by
the Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administra-
tion (IRICA).

About 347 million tons of goods, valued at over
$137.8 billion, were exported from the country
between August 2021 and April 22, 2024, showing
a 17.19 and 1.5 percent hike in terms of value and
weightrespectively compared to the same periodin
the previous administration, it said, wrote Tasnim
News Agency.

The report added that $48 billion of products were
exported from the country in 2021, showing a 40
percent hike compared to a year earlier. More than
$53billion of products wereimportedinto the coun-
tryin 2021, showinga 36 percent hike compared to
ayearbefore,itnoted.

IRICA put the exportofnon-oil goodsin 2022 at $53
billion, showing about 10 percent increase com-
paredtoayearearlier.

The country imported $59 billion of products in
2022, registering a 13 percent hike compared to a
year before.

Iran exported about $87 billion worth of products
including oil, electricity, technical and engineering
services last year (ended March 19, 2024), showing a
58% hike compared toayearearlier, thereportsaid.
Ahelicopter carrying President Raisiand his entou-
rage crashed in northwestern mountainous forests
onMay 19.

The crash killed President Raisi, Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian, Friday prayersleader of
Tabriz Ayatollah Mohammad Ali Al-e-Hashem, Gov-
ernor of East Azarbaijan Malek Rahmati, the com-
mander of the president’s security team, two pilots
and aflightcrew.
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Raisi cements regional ties,
economic gains follow

By Ebrahim Beheshti

Staffwriter

ranian foreign policy took a decisive turn underthelate president|

brahim Raisi, who zeroedin on fostering relations with neighboring
countries. Inrecentyears, there has been a flurry of diplomatic activity

etween Iranian officials and their counterpartsintheregion, who

ave beenrubbing elbows frequently. The frequency and intensity o

hesediplomaticinteractions drive hometheimportance ofregional
cooperation forIran’s foreign policy agenda.

ran Daily conducted an interview with Seyyed Reza Sadrolhosseini,
aregional affairs expert, to discuss the effectiveness of this foreign
policy and shed light on the driving forces behind the government’s

commitmentto building strong regional alliances.

IRAN DAILY: What national
and regional factors influ-
enced the decision by the
government of president
Raisi to prioritize relations
with neighboring countries?
SADROLHOSSEINI: For any na-

play arole asitemphasizes the im-
portance of forming strong bonds
between Tehran and its predom-
inantly Muslim neighbors. Addi-
tionally, Iran’s constitution and
the recommendations of the late
founder and the current leader of
the Islamic Republic strongly en-
courageregional cooperation.
With this in mind, president Rai-
si shifted the focus of his govern-
ment’s foreign policy to tackling
shared challenges and bolstering
economicrelations withneighbor-
ing countries. Over the past three
years, both the late president and
the late foreign minister diligent-
ly pursued this approach, reaping
significantrewardsandsolidifying
the foundation for continued col-
laboration.

Could you provide striking
examples of accomplish-

ments stemming from the
policy of strengthening rela-
tions with neighboring coun-
tries?
First off, significant strides were
made inresolving misunderstand-
ings and differences with certain
neighboring countries, which
were previously fueled by external
influences.
Secondly, a major diplomatic
breakthrough was achieved with
the normalization of ties between
Tehran and Riyadh, a crucial play-
er in the region, the Islamic world,
and the Arab sphere. This rap-
prochement has paved the way for
further diplomaticsuccesses.
Thirdly, economic relations with
neighboring nations have seen
marked improvements during the
pastthreeyears. As per official sta-
tistics, Iran’s exports to its neigh-
bors jumped by 30%, and overall
trade relations witnessed a 36%
uptickinthe firsttwoyearsofpres-
identRaisi’s timein office.
Another feather in the cap of this
policy is the masterful handling of
the Iran-Azerbaijan crisis. Even
though an individual attacked the
Baku embassy in Tehran for per-
sonal reasons, we witnessed a re-
ductionindiplomatictiesbetween
the two countries. Meanwhile,
some countries tried to overem-

phasize the border challenges,
even expecting the two Muslim
countries to go to war with each
other.

However, the government of the
late president and his diplomatic
apparatus skillfully de-escalat-
ed tensions between Tehran and
Baku. The case in point is the fact
that the very last trip of the late
president and foreign minister be-
fore their tragic air accident was
taken to inaugurate a large joint
dam on the Aras River. As another
testament to the strengthened re-
lations, the reopening of the Azer-
baijani Embassyin Tehranis onthe
horizon.

Adding to this list of accomplish-
ments, we can highlight the res-
olution of challenges with Iran’s
eastern neighbors, particularly Af-
ghanistan. Relations between Iran
and Afghanistan had hit rock bot-
tom due to US interference during
Ashraf Ghani’s government. How-
ever, ties have since bounced back,
with Iran’s exports to Afghanistan
experiencingasubstantialboost.
Iran’s readiness to engage in dia-
logue and address disputes over
maritime borders and joint ener-
gy fields with countries such as
Kuwait should also be recognized
as another triumph of the gov-
ernment’s neighborhood policy.



Moreover, within this relatively
brief period, Raisi’'s government
tried to regain the trust of nations
like Armenia, Turkey, and Pakistan
across various sectors, including
security, energy,and economics.
The high-profile attendance of
foreign delegations, particularly
from neighboring countries, at the
ceremony payingtribute tothelate
president and his accompanying
delegation serves as a testament
to the Islamic Republic’s enhanced
standing and the positive role that
itplaysintheregion.

How did the government
seektoimplementthe neigh-
borhood policy to success-
fully overcome misunder-
standings?
The government followed a strate-
gic approach rooted in interaction
and dialogue, aiming for mutual
benefits while ensuring mutual re-
spectand security. The late foreign
minister Hossein Amir-Abdolla-
hian adeptly enacted this policy,
prioritizing the expansion of eco-
nomic relations. Of course, Iran’s
government and Ministry of For-
eign Affairs remained steadfast in
upholding Islamic and revolution-
ary values throughout the de-es-
calation and interaction processes
withneighboring countries.

While president Raisi un-
derscored not seeking to tie
economic issues to specific
foreign policy matters, it ap-
peared thateconomiccollab-
oration became an essential
aspect of our approach to
foreign policy. Were the gov-
ernment and foreign min-
istry effective in leveraging
foreign policy for economic
cooperation?
From the outset, foreign minister
Amir-Abdollahianstressed theim-
portance of solidifying and broad-
eningeconomicrelations with oth-
ernations, particularly neighbors.
President Raisi’s statement about
not tying the economy to foreign
policy was intended to communi-
cate that the government would
not restrict meeting the country’s

economic needs to a singular case
or bow to Western demands and
pressures.

Addressing economic needs was a
top priority for the governmentand
Ministry of Foreign Affairs under
Raisi, as evidenced by increased Ira-
nian exports and meeting domestic
demands amidst Western sanctions
over the past three years. Therefore,
president Raisi’s viewpoint does
not imply a disconnect between the
economy and foreign policy. Rath-
er, it emphasizes the importance of
notallowing the economy to be held
hostage by Western expectations
andindulgences.

The presence of Egypt's
Foreign Minister Sameh
Shoukry and Bahrain’s for-
eign minister at the ceremo-
ny honoring the late pres-
ident and his companions
was noteworthy. How might
these attendances impact
the restoration and promo-
tion of diplomatic relations
with these two countries?
During the 77th session of the
United Nations General Assembly
in New York, a significant meeting
occurred between Iran’s foreign
minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahi-
an and his Egyptian counterpart,
Sameh Shoukri. The meeting re-
sulted in a mutual agreement to

expedite the process of improving
political relations between the two
nations. Furthermore, the minis-
ters engaged in discussions regard-
ing Egypt’'s stance on Israel’s ac-
tions in Gaza and their involvement
inprovidingaid to Palestinians.
While the interim government’s
remaining term may witness on-
going efforts to bolster Iran-Egypt
relations, it is possible that any
substantial advancements may fall
under the purview of the succeed-
ing Iranian government. Ali Bagh-
eriKani, the acting minister of For-
eign Affairs, has indicated that the
previous government’s emphasis
onregional relations will continue
tobeatop priority.

The presence of the Bahraini del-
egation, led by their foreign min-
ister, was also of considerable
importance, especially since no
specificand preliminary measures
have officially been taken to ad-
dressthe differences between Iran
and Bahrain in a serious manner.
Their participation in the tribute
ceremony demonstrates respect
for Iran’s leadership and acknowl-
edges the nation’s regional and in-
ternational standing. This gesture
of goodwill from Bahrain sets the
stage for constructive dialogue
and potentially paves the way for
resolving the differences between
the two countries.
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Iran's late
president
Ebrahim Raisi
(front-R) talks
with Saudi
Crown Prince
Mohammed
bin Salman at
an Organization
of Islamic
Cooperation
summitin
Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, on
November 11,
2023.
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lranian
president
Ebrahim Raisi
delivers a
speech atthe
15th summit
of the BRICS
group of
countries held in
Johannesburg,
South Africa,
on August
24,2023. The
BRICS leaders
announced
during the
summit that
they would
welcome six
new members
inJanuary 2024
Iran, Argentina,
Egypt, Ethiopia,
Saudi Arabia,
and the UAE.
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Precious legacies
of Raisi's economic
diplomacy

aisidedicated his life to the people’s welfare and economic prosperity. During threeyears of his tireless
presidency, hewas a source of many services to the progress of the Islamic Republic of Iran on the world stage.
One of the brilliant areas of his activities was the foreign policy.
naddition to the tangible outcomes ofthe policies of president Raisi’s government in boosting foreign

relationsinthepath of realizing national interests, increasing national power, enhancing foreign trade, and
neutralizing Western sanctions have certainly been the cornerstones of many actions that can be builtupon by

uturegovernments.

erewe focus onasmallbutimportantpartofpresident Raisi’s foreign policy achievements.




international blocs
Strengthening international al-
liances in foreign relations, es-
pecially membership in regional
common market organizations
and free trade agreements, has
always been one of the important
objectives in the foreign policy of
the Islamic Republic. Remarkable
gains have been made to this end
under president Raisi who, com-
pared to his predecessors, further
used Iran’s unique geopolitical po-
sitionand economic capabilities to
secure Iran’s share of regional and
international trade.

One ofthese achievements was the
finalization of Iran’s membership
in the two key economic blocs of
BRICS and Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) along with sev-
eral emerging non-Western pow-
ers. Though Iran for years was an

observer member of these blocs, if
it was not for the major change in
Iran’s foreign policy under presi-
dent Raisi who adopted the “Look
to the East” policy, Iran’s member-
ship could not have been realized
this quickly.

Russia and China, two great stra-
tegic allies in the transitioning
global order, consider the Islamic
Republic as the third member of
their Eastern alliance due to the
country’scompletelyindependent
policy, strategic geopolitical posi-
tion, military power, and extensive
regional influence. The govern-
ment of Raisi played a key role in
thisachievement.

Indeed, membership in SCO will
provide unmatched opportunities
for Iran’s economic development
and foreign trade. The bloc covers
about 30 percent of the global GDP
andabout40 percentoftheworld’s

population, which translates into
the total defeat of the West’s sanc-
tions that aimed to isolate Iran
from global trade.

Joining the club of the emerging
powers of BRICS, which many
experts say will prospectively re-
place the G7, facilitates foreign
trade, cuts trade costs and cus-
toms, transfers technology and
knowledge, providesraw material,
expands Iran’s interactions with
global markets, and eliminates
various international payment
problems by doing business with
national currencies.

During president Raisi’s tenure
and thanks to the efforts of the late
foreign minister Hossein Amir-Ab-
dollahian, Iran managed to take a
huge step toward membership
in the Eurasian Economic Union.
The organization, which accounts
for about 2.4 percent of the global
trade, also signed a free trade deal
with Tehran.

new trade gates

The economy was a priority to the
foreign policy ofthe government of
president Raisi, to the extent that
during his 33-month presidency,
he visited 28 foreign countries. In
the meantime, although the gov-
ernment focused on expanding
all-round economic relations with
neighbors and countries in the re-
gion, presidentRaisidid notignore
other markets receptive to Iranian
companies and goods, especially
indeveloping countries.

To this end, after years of stagna-
tion, Raisi’s government revived
Iran’s trade and political standing
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with Latin America. In addition
to meetings with Latin American
leaders on the sidelines of the UN
annual sessions, in June 2023, he
started a five-day tour that saw
him visiting Venezuela, Nicaragua,
and Cuba. By signing 35 coopera-
tion documents in various areas,
hetookalongleap torestore Iran’s
considerabletrade shareinthisre-
gion.

During his presidency, relations
with Africa also saw a surge. His
efforts manifested, for example, in
the Iran-Africa Summit initiative
held earlier in April in Tehran at
the level of senior officials, includ-
ing finance ministers of over 30
African countries. Furthermore,
president Raisi toured the three
countries of Kenya, Uganda, and
Zimbabwe in July 2023, marking
the first visit of an Iranian presi-
dentto Africain 11 years. The tour
secured significant achievements
for Tehran.

The jump in the country’s oil and
gasrevenuesinthemiddle oftough
sanctions and energy agreements
with neighbors were among the
other accomplishments of the
economic diplomacy of president
Raisi’s government. According to
officials, Iran managed to increase
oil and gas production and export
revenues to levels higher than be-
fore the US withdrawal from the
2015 nuclear deal, officially called
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action.

Revamping the country’s energy
diplomacy and boosting cooper-
ation with neighboring countries
have been on the agenda of the oil

ministry since the beginning of
the late president’s government.
Ending the five-year hiatus in gas
trade with Turkmenistan, the
signing of a three-party gas swap
deal between Iran, Turkmenistan,
and Azerbaijan paved the way for
Tehran to access the European gas
marketinthe future.

Another key step in increasing
energy exports was taken by Raisi
in his recent trip to Pakistan. The
two neighbors agreed to conclude
the construction of the Iran gas
pipeline to Pakistan. By taking
the final steps of this agreement,
Iran’s share of the region’s energy
marketwill surely witnessafunda-
mental transformation. Since the
11th phase of the South Pars Gas
Field in a shared field with Qatar
was rolled out during his term,
Iran’s production surpassed that
of the Qataris even in the midst of
sanctions.

corridor capacities

Iran is a country with a unique
geopolitical position on a highway
connecting the east, west, north,
and south of the world. This has
created an opportunity for Iran
to play a key role in major transit
projects and the international
trade network. Both of these can
contribute to its economic devel-
opment and secure income sourc-
esforit.

During Raisi’s tenure, a change in
Iran’s approach to the “resistance
economy” caused the government
to prioritize putting more into the
development of the Internation-

al North-South Corridor, conse-
quently allowing the rail and road
projects to experience a remark-
able expansion in a short period.
In this regard, cooperation with
India to further develop Chabahar
port took place. Moreover, Iran’s
rail connection to Afghanistan was
concluded with the inauguration
of the Khaf-Herat railway in July
lastyear.

The East-West Corridor is also a



mid-term strategic priority that
invites intense competition given
its huge transportation potential.
Some rival routes are already ac-
tive and entrenched within the
framework of this corridor. Three
years ago, when the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) was inaugurat-
ed and the first Turkish freight
train made its way to China with-
out passing through Iran, there
emerged a feeling that Iran was

abandoned in this megaproject.
Actions of the past governments
made Iran the big absentee in this
significant project despite being
aware of the geopolitical impor-
tance ofthe BRI

This approach was changed un-
der president Raisi’s government
as the latter focused on taking
advantage of the country’s re-
gional capacities. Under his gov-
ernment, a new approach was

put high on agenda that exploit-
ed the country’s transit capacity
in bilateral or multilateral trade
exchanges withtheallies.Inaugu-
rating the Kazakhstan-Turkmeni-
stan-Iran-Turkey corridor in May
2022 to boost the East-West Cor-
ridor was among the fruits of this
policy that managed to restore
Irantothe BRI

Thearticlefirstappeared on ABNA24.
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The first transit
train carrying

a container

of sulfur from
Kazakhstan to
Turkey, after
passing through
Turkmenistan,
moves through
lran on June 19,
2022.
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Boom in oil industry
gained during 1,000-
day term of Raisi

By Reza Abesh Ahmadlou
Staffwriter

The measures by theincumbentgovernmentin about 1,000 days of its
ervice (started August2021) ledto aboomin Iran’s oiland gas industry, as

crude oil production increased by more than 60 percent, and oil exports

increased from 300,000 barrelsto anaverage of 1.5 million barrels per

day.
ranian Minister of Oil Javad Owji has recently said from the very

N3

eginning, the current government (13thgovernment) has never waited
ornegotiationstoremoveinternational sanctions, adding thatin
recent 2.5years, relying on domestic new technology-based firms
NTBFs), Iran’s oilindustry hasgained great achievements.
tating that atthe beginning ofthe current administration, theamount
of oil production and exportwas not favorable, the minister said: “Today,
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elieve.”
“Bytheend oflastIranianyear (March 19,2024), we have completed about
32 unfinished projects worth $28.5 billion, and atthe same time, we
ave started theimplementation of 50 projects worth $47.5 billion,” he
announced.
Pointing to the 54-million-cubic-meterincreaseinthegas production,
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Owjisaidalargepartofthe

unfinished projects, some of which were delayed for morethan 10years.
wjisaidthe developmentof Phase 11 of South Pars Gas Field, which
was passed around by foreign companies for 20years, is one ofthe main i
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“This achievement was gained by the efforts ofthe managers and
employees of the oil industry and by relying on domestic contractors,
which currently produces 12 million cubic meters (mcm) of gas, and
according to plans, willincrease to 30 mcm by the end of the 13th
administration, and inthe comingyears will hit 50 mcm.’
Pointing outthatthe previous government had announced thatitwas
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Special Issue refinery for free, Owji stated: “Today, we see that therefinery contributes
LEER L K g eatly to the production of oil productsinlranaslastyearitmadea
S RIS P rofit of 12 trillion tomans ($200 million).”
S R 11« B I he executive works of the second part of Phase 2 of therefinery’s
his companions evelopmentprojectwill also startsoon, headded.
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petroleum gas

Contracts worth over $5 billion
were signed for the collection of
associated petroleum gas (APG)
in the 13th government for field
gas collection of the West Karoun
and East Karoun fields of Karun as
well asfieldsinthe westofIran, the
minister stated.

“Currently, 11.5 mcm of APG are
collected, whichwillreach 30 mcm
by the end of the current Iranian
year (March20,2025). Methane from
the processing of these flare gas-
es is injected into the national gas
network as heavy compounds are
fed to petrochemical complexes in
orderto create moreadded value.”
He mentioned the completion
of South Pars Phase 14 Refinery
after a decade and said: With the
full launch of the complex, more
than 50 mcm per day was added to
Iran’s gasrefining capacity.

L

Extraterritorial refinery
projects

The National Iranian Oil Refin-
ing and Distribution Company
(NIORDC) was the firstIranian com-
pany to start extraterritorial refin-
eries.

Venezuela was the first country,
and El Palito was the pilot refinery
forIran’s extraterritorial project.
The El Palito refinery project in
Venezuela has progressed by
about 85 percent,as 85-90 percent
of its equipment has been provid-
ed by Iranian companies.

Iran also has reached an agree-
ment with South Africa to develop
and equip five refineries in the Af-
ricanstate.

The agreement was reached on

ﬁ

the sidelines of the 15th BRICS
Summit in Johannesburg, South
Africa, under which the Iranian Oil
Ministry will help to develop five
refineries in South Africa by ex-
porting technical and engineering
services.

Boosting pressure

The pressure boosting project,
which started last Iranian year,
requires an investment of $20
billion as its implementation will
fetch $900 billion in income and
90 trillion cubic feet of gas for the
country, has said Mohsen Khojas-
teh-Mehr, the CEO of the National
Iranian Oil Company (NIOC).
Eligible companies that we have
chosen forthe projectshould work
in the field of geophysical and geo-
technical studies, turbo-compres-
sor manufacturing, and pressure
boosting platforms.
The official noted that his compa-
ny has signed a contract with
petrochemical com-
panies
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for 20 gas tanks worth $7 billion, explaining
that the NIOC cooperates with petrochemical
complexes and refineries, and supports them
in providing feed and exportissues.

Launch of megaprojects

Last year, the NIOC signed a $13-billion con-
tractforthedevelopmentofoilfields,of which$
12.5 billion pertained to two joint fields, Kho-
jasteh-Mehr stated, adding that Iran has 400
oiland gasreservoirs, as the country’s total oil
and gas reserves are equivalent to 340 billion
barrels of crude oil.

A total of 700 low-yielding wells have been
handed over to new technology-based firms
(NTBFs) and technological companies because
the private sector can help the entire upstream
chain ofthe oil industry.

Referring to the implementation of very im-
portantprojectsinthefield of gas storage, Owji
has said in the last [Iranian] year of 1402, more
thanonebillion cubicmeters (bcm) ofaddition-
al gas storage was done compared to its pre-
cedingyearof1401.

Owji explained about the increase in the qual-
ity of petroleum products in the country’s re-
fineries stating that the production of Euro 5
products was achieved in the Isfahan Refinery
last year, and according to e plannings, the
boosting of quality for petroleum products in
all refineries is carried out by relying on do-
mestic capacity.

He referred to the implementation of more
than 1,000 kilometers of gas pipelines in the
country,and continued: “Inthe currentadmin-
istration, five gas pressure boosting stations
were put into operation and gas was supplied
tomorethan 6,000 villages.”

Iran’s oil industry has attained self-sufficien-
cy in all sectors, including the development
of offshore and onshore fields, marine struc-
tures, the construction of petro-refineries, the
collection of APG, and the drilling of horizon-
tal and vertical wells, relying on the domestic
manufacturersoftheindustry.

Planning has been done to increase the produc-
tionofoilandgas, oiland petrochemical products
inthe Seventh Development Plan whichrelieson
thepotentials ofdomesticcompanies.
Thereisnolimitto investmentin the oil indus-
try, the minister said inviting all investors to
jointheindustry,as the Ministry of Oil will also
provide full support.

According to statistics released by the Statis-
tical Center of Iran (SCI) and the Central Bank
of Iran (CBI), the Ministry of Oil had a magnifi-
cent performance last Iranian year, Owji said
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adding the economic growth of the oil and gas
sector was over 20 percentlastyear,whichhad
a significant impact on the overall economic
growth ofthe country.

Morerevenues

Iran exported $35 billion worth of crude oil in
1402 despite all the restrictions, Owji has stat-
ednotingthatthe enemies made effortsto stop
Iran’s oiltankers, but they failed.

Talking about the Ministry of Petroleum’s plan
for the current Iranian year, Owji said a sum
of 79 projects valued at $25 billion will be put
into operation in the upstream and down-
stream sectors, as 50 new projects have also
beenkicked off.

“With the implementation of new oil indus-
try projects, 300,000 to 400,000 bpd will be
added to oil production, 35 mcm to crude gas
production, 50,000 barrels to refining capaci-
ty and three million to five million tons to the
annual production capacity of petrochemical
complexes ofthe country.”

Referring to the signing of contracts for the de-
velopmentofoiland gasfieldsbythe NIOCwith
domesticcontractors, the ministersaidadding
four contracts were inked with domestic firms
valued at $20 billion for the pressure boosting
projectinthe South Parsjointfieldand $13 bil-
lion worth of contracts for the development of
seven oilfields hasbeen signed by the NIOC.

He pointed to the call of the Ministry of Petro-
leum to supply gas feed to petrochemical units
and stated: “During last weeks, important docu-
ments were signed with 13 petrochemical com-
paniestosupplytheirgasfeed from 20 gasfields.”

Fruits of Raisi’s foreign
isits

The ground s paved for cooperation on oil sec-
tor with foreign countries which was done by
Raisi’s visits to other countries, the minister
stated noting that oil cooperation with for-
eigners in the field of exporting oil, oil prod-
ucts, petrochemical products and exporting
techno-engineering services is increasing day
by day.

All the capacities of the country in the techni-
cal, financial, contractors and advisory sectors
are used for the prosperity of the oil industry,
Owiji said, noting that “There is no better place
than investing in oil industry, as the return on
capitalintheoilindustry occursinthe shortest
time.

Owiji pointed to the development of energy di-
plomacy by the 13th government and added:
“Today, despite all the restrictions, compared
to [the Iranian year of] 1397, the highest level of
exportsiscarried out.”
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20 reasons why
Raisi
resuscitates

Iran’s
economy

ﬂ

hegovernmentoflran’s late president Ebrahim Raisi kicked off

onAugust 3,2021, while facing wide-scale economic problems and

[y

ilemmas, which had carried over from its preceding government. Apart

rom dealing with debts and liquidity, there were also many small knots

that were bogging down differentdepartments.

SE

'hegovernmentthatwas handed over to Raisifaced atremendous
udgetdeficit, and the country was inruins witha myriad of problems,

themost pressing ofwhichwas the COVID-19 pandemic. These issues fell

quarely into Raisiand his new government’s laps.

ﬂ

he following reportoutlines some ofthe actions and achievements o

the previous governmentin overcoming these challenges. Despite all the
perceived criticisms leveled atthatgovernment, it delivered tangible
results, as the following reportwill show.

1.Economicgrowth after
10years

President Raisi’s government suc-

cession characterized by stagnant
zero percent yearly growth. They
managed to bump it up to three
percent initially and then to four
percent. This achievement isn’t

merely based on statistics issued
by domestic institutions; it has
been confirmed by international
financial institutions, including
the International Monetary Fund
and the World Bank.

oil, gas condensate
The late president’s government
successfully boosted oil sales to 3

million barrels per day, reclaiming
the third spot among OPEC mem-
bers. This feat was achieved de-
spite the country not having seen
such sales volumes since 2018,
priortotheimposition ofextensive
sanctions.

The oil minister acknowledges
that Iran’s oil industry currently
finds itself on the front lines of an
economicwar, bearing the brunt of



the moststringentsanctions.

3.Reducingliquidity
srowth

The 12-month growth trend of the
monetary base saw a significant
decline in the wake of the previ-
ous government’'s disciplinarian
approach and the central bank’s
active monetary and superviso-
ry policies. This downward trend

was reflected in the figures, which
showed a decrease from 42.8% as
of late July 2021 to 39.6% by late
October2023.

4. Tripartite gas swap

The signing of Iran’s gas swap
agreement with Turkmenistan
and Azerbaijan is significant for
the country across three fronts:
economic, political, and transi-

tional. It carries multiple advan-
tages and underscores the success
of the previous government’s pol-
icy in fostering enhanced collabo-
ration with neighboring nations.

membershipinSCO

The Shanghai Cooperation Orga-
nization (SCO) stands as one of the
globe’s most expansive and influ-
ential regional entities, playing a
pivotal role in international trade
and security affairs.

Iran’s permanent membership in
this organization unlocks a pleth-
ora of opportunities, particular-
ly within the economic sphere,
and has spurred the growth of the
country’s exports to the member
states within this organization.

from farmers

By the close of the Iranian calendar
year 1401 (March 20, 2023), the vol-
ume of wheatprocured from grow-
ers hit 7.2 million tons, marking a
60% uptick compared to the pre-
cedingyear. All claims were settled
by year-end. Projections indicate a
continued ascent in these figures
by the conclusion of the current
calendaryear.

7.Slashingunemployment
rate

According to the announcement
of the Statistical Center of Iran, the
unemployment rate in summer
2023 ticked down to 7.9%, mark-
ingayear-on-yeardrop of 1.0%.

8.Launching North-South
Corridor

The country has laid out plans to
transit 20 million tons in the short
term (targeting a one-year timeframe)
and 50 million tons over the long
term, eyeing earnings of $50 bil-
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lion. Iran is strategizing to realize
this income in the upcoming years
through infrastructure develop-
mentand the easing oflaws.

9.Removing production
obstacles

Characterized as economic rent,
the distribution at the state-set
exchange rate of 42,000 Rials had
posed a significant obstacle for
businesses lacking access to gov-
ernment-issued currency and
the resultant rent creation before
president Raisi took office. For this
reason, the removal of the prefer-
ential exchange rate for import-
ing basic goods can be deemed a
positive step toward making the
economy transparent and shifting
towards competitive production.
Additionally, this measure brought
about a tenfold increase in subsi-

dies aftera12-yearhiatus.

10.Facilitatinglicensing of]
businesses

The activation of the National Li-
censing Portal stood as one of the
previous government’s notable
actions. According to Article 7 of
the Law on the Implementation of
Article 44 of the Constitution, the
portal ought to have been activat-
edasfarbackas2007,butconflict-
ing interests within governments
prevented its realization. Howev-
er, during the presidency of Ebra-
him Raisi, the Ministry of Econo-
my diligently pursued the matter,
and the process ofissuinglicenses
was for the most part improved.
The development happened as
a result of a modification in the
aforementioned Article 7 by Eh-
san Khandouzi asa member ofthe

Economic Committee of the Irani-
an Parliament. He then carried the
initiative forward on alarger scale
duringhistenureasthe Minister of
Economy.

11.Liftingthebanon car
imports

In January of last year, Iran’s ban
on car imports came to an end af-
ter a four-year hiatus as the first
shipment arrived. Currently, steps
are being taken to facilitate the im-
portofelectricand affordable cars,
which are being introduced into
the market owing to the adopted
policies.

12.Disclosing names of big
bank debtors
The previous government’s objec-

tive in disclosing the names of sig-
nificant defaulters on bank loans



was to raise public awareness
and generate demand for action
to recoup these debts. The public
should be informed about individ-
uals who, after several years, con-
tinue to refuse to repay their debts
to the banks and exhibit no inten-
tionofdoingso.

smuggling

The integrated flour management
system records and oversees the
purchase of flourby bakers, its sale
by factories, and the transporta-
tion of flour within the country, ef-
fectively curbing widespread flour
smuggling. The rollout of the gov-
ernment’s plan resulted in a sig-
nificant decrease in the country’s
flour consumption without caus-
ing any disruptions to the nation’s
bread basket.

14.Rolling outelectronic
prescribing

The plan for electronic prescrip-
tion implementation and the
non-acceptance of paper prescrip-
tions, in alignment with fulfilling
the Iran Health Insurance Organi-
zation’s legal duties, came into ef-
fect at the beginning of December

2021 aftera16-yearhiatus.

15.Implementing Nursing
Services TariffLaw

The passing of the Nursing Ser-
vices Tariff Law bestowed upon
nurses a sense of identity and in-
dependence. Prior to any financial
discussion, it is essential to ac-
knowledge the significance of this
law in terms of bestowing identity
and autonomy upon the nursing
profession. Thisautonomy encom-
passesvarious dimensions such as
efficiency and income.

16.90% coverage of
infertility insurance

The government of president
Raisi was committed to reducing
out-of-pocket expenses for indi-
viduals facing infertility issues.
To that end, services at infertility
treatment centers, including spe-
cialized proceduressuchasinvitro
fertilization (IVF), microinjection
(IcsD), intrauterine fertilization,
and embryo transfer, are now of-
fered with 90% tariff coverage.
17.Unveiling electronic
checksystem

In November of this year, the Cen-
tral Bank of Iran (CBI) introduced
the electronic check system. An
electronic check is a novel type of
check that adheres to all the regu-
lations governing traditional pa-
per checks but is validated using
an electronic signature and issued
digitally. This digital innovation
surpasses paper checks in terms
of security and cashability, and

with the goal of utilizing this ad-
vantage in mind, the CBI launched
the Checkad system to offer a se-
cure digital alternative to physical
checks.

production

The Raisi government achieved
a record increment in electrici-
ty production capacity within a
single year, successfully adding
6,000 megawatts to the national
grid. This feat was accomplished
despite the Rouhani government’s
policy of not constructing new
power plants, a decision that had
previously led to significant chal-
lenges in the country’s power gen-
erationinfrastructure.

warehouses

Resolving the issue of the stored
away exported cars, which had
languished for five years in ware-
houses, stood as one of the pivotal
actions undertaken by the Minis-
try of Economylastyear. This move
generated an income of nearly
30,000 billion Rials ($54 billion) for
the government.

half-finished projects

One of the previous government’s
foremost priorities, as proclaimed
by president Raisi from the outset,
was the completion of unfinished
projects. As a result, numerous
long-awaited halted projects were
finalized and inaugurated during
the 30 months of Raisi’s presiden-
cy. Examples include the subway
of Parand city, which opened after
18 years, the Saqqez airport that
commenced operations after a
20-year wait, the Shiraz-Isfahan
freeway completed after 13 years,
and dozens of other endeavors, in-
cluding solutions to water-related
challenges.
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Raisi’s tireless
1,000 days to fix

Iran's economy

During Ebrahim Raisi’s presidency,
ran’s economy made significant
trides forwardin key areas. These
includegetting a handle on monetary
variables and stabilizing the energy
ector— electricity, gas, and water.
The National Housing Movement
also took offunder Raisi’s leadership.
hese measuresresultedinajump
in macroeconomicindicators. The
tireless efforts by Iran’s previous

4 4

paid off, successfully
establishing stability in the food
arket.
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Raisiwas serving his peoplein the
capital, and on weekends, he would
usually travelto the provincestoreach
outto Iranians and deal with their
obstacles and whatwas troubling
them. He even keptatitduring the

owruz holiday. Covering thelon,
list of Raisi’s achievements during
israthershortstintaspresiden
would take several fullnewspapers;
therefore, we willgo overonly aparto,
isvaluableservices.
veryonerecallsthat Raisi commenced
istermamid abackdrop o

with paying salaries, near-empt
warehouses of basicgoods, a negative
treasury, a seemingly insurmountable
udgetdeficit, inflation surpassing
60%, frequentpower outages and
ueues for purchasing basicgoods,
and myriad small and large economic
woes. However, during his tenure
ofnearly two years and ten months,
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turned positiveor madealeap justlike
the oil sector.
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Breakingrecordsin energy production

Although Iran’s oil sales statistics aren’t officially disclosed due to
sanctions, estimates are crafted by domestic and foreign centers.
The latest reports indicate that Iran’s oil production climbed to at
least 3.4 million barrels per day in the Iranian calendar year 1402
(ended March 20,2024).
Oilexportshadtakenadrasticdownturninthefinalyearsofthesec-
ond to last government, but with the Raisi government’s proactive
economic diplomacy, they climbed back up to 1.6 million barrels.
This figure remains somewhat shy of pre-US withdrawal from the
JCPOAlevels.

In the gas sector, Iran successfully doubled its production, despite
facing sanctions. As a result, the calendar years 1401 (ended March



20,2023) and 1402 witnessed minimal domestic gas
outages. Additionally, Phase 11 of the South Parsjoint
gas field —a critical energy supply hub for Iran — was
brought online last year after two decades, thanks to
the expertise of [ranian specialists.

In the summers of the last two years, records for daily
electricity consumption were consecutively broken
in Iran, with usage surpassing 70,000 megawatts.
However, there were no power outages due to short-
ages. Notably, this year, for the first time in the Islamic
Republic of Iran’s history, industrial electricity con-
sumption growth outpaced that of the domestic sec-
tor. After many years, frequent blackouts and daily

power outages were returning to the country, but the
previous government turned things around, increas-
ing power generation capacity to 8538 megawatts
and puttingan end toregularblackouts.

Additionally, at the outset of the previous govern-
ment, 10,000 Iranian villages were identified as re-
quiring immediate action for water supply, and a de-
cision was made to bring sustainable drinking water
to these villages within the four-year term. From the
beginning of the government’s tenure until the end
of the calendar year 1402, nearly 5,000 villages that
previously lacked access to sustainable drinking wa-
ter were provided with this essential resource. Un-
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doubtedly, the efforts to ensure
rural water supply will stand as a
lasting testament to the legacy of
late president Raisi.

long-term trend

Controlling monetary variables
stands as one of the strengths of
Raisi’s government. The signif-
icant, continuous, and simulta-
neous reduction of the monetary
base and liquidity during his pres-
idency has been unprecedented in
the pastdecade. The previous gov-
ernment successfully curbed the
point-to-point growth of liquidity,
bringingitdownfrom42.8 percent
in October 2021 to 23 percent in
April 2024. Additionally, they low-
ered the monetary base from 45
percent in April 2023 to 29.6 per-
centin March of the followingyear.
Therefore, the previous govern-
ment’s track record should be as-
sessed as a success in steering li-
quidity back toward its long-term
trend. The impacts of these actions
are currently being felt, with more
significant effects anticipated in
the future.

Inflation ballooning curb

As a result of the decelerating
trend in liquidity growth during
the calendar year 1402, the infla-
tionratealsofollowedadownward
path for both consumers and pro-
ducers. According to the data by
the Statistical Center of Iran (ScCI),
point-to-point consumer inflation
peaked at 55.5% in April 2023 but
fell to 30.9% in April of this year.
Consequently, 12-month inflation
decreased from 48% to 38.8%.
Producer price inflation reflects
the state of inflation within the
country’s manufacturing sector.
The previous government suc-
cessfully lowered this inflation
rate from 103%, which was re-
corded in the final months of its
predecessor’s term, to 23.8% in
April 2024, underscoring its com-
mitmentto supporting production
and producers.

The maintenance of stable pric-
es for bread and gasoline, essen-
tial commodities for all, and the

steadiness of water; electricity,and
gas rates for ordinary consumers,
despite rising inflation and ex-
changerates,showcases president
Raisi’s adept management within
the subsistence economy sector,
utilizing non-price tools.

Fromrecession to growth

Iran’s GDP witnessed arelative im-
provementoverthepasttwoyears.
According to the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) data, Iran’s
gross domestic product (GDP),
based on the purchasing power
parity (PPP) index, reached $1,730
billion in 2023 (December 2022 to
January 2023). This improvement
elevated Iran’s economy, ranking it
as the 19th largest economy glob-
ally.

According to the latest data from
the SCI, Iran’s economic growth in
the calendar years 1401 and 1402
reached four and six percent, re-
spectively. This achievement stands
in contrast to the average economic
growth rate of Iran in the preceding
decade, which, according to Central
Bank statistics, fell below one per-
cent annually and even dipped into
negative territory during certain
yearsofthatdecade.

Currency market control

Traditionally, the currency mar-
ket experiences confusion at the
slightest event, but it maintained
stability during the previous gov-
ernment’s tenure, especially from
March 2023 to January 2024. Sev-
eral factors contributed to this
stability over the last two years:
increased oil sales and revenue
collection, enhanced exchanges
with neighboring countries, the
establishment of the Iran Center
for Exchange, a boost in domestic
production alongside reduced im-
port dependence, joining the SCO
and BRICS groupings, and, most
notably, the lowering of inflation-
ary expectations.

Reducingunemployment,
wheatsself-sufficienc
Iran’s unemployment rate

droppedto 8.2%, marking the low-
estlevel since the country’s Islam-

ic Revolution. This positive devel-
opment resulted from increased
economicgrowthand therevival of
6,000 stagnant production units.
Additionally, during president Rai-
si’s tenure, the country achieved
self-sufficiency in bread wheat
production, despite challenges
posed by low rainfall levels. The
government’s trust-building mea-
sures, and those of the late presi-
dent himself, played a pivotal role
in this achievement. Recently, the
markets for chicken, eggs, and
most basic goods have stabilized
aswell.

Additionally, Raisi’s stance against
corruption, previously demon-
strated in the judiciary by tackling
the Head of Iran’s Coin Cartel and
other major economic criminals,
once again became evident in the
dismissal of the former minister
of Agriculture before any judicial
proceedings commenced.
Promise turned into movement
The construction of four million
houses in four years was president
Raisi’s pledge, which was allowed



by the parliament’s legislation.
This promise of constructing over
2,500,000 units practically trans-
formed into the National Housing
Movement, with 400,000 units
delivered. If not for obstacles in
securing land and facilities, which
delayed the government’s prog-
ress by a year, they would have
drawn closer to the figure the late
president committed to. It is im-
perative that the next government
sustain the momentum of this
housing movement initiated by
Raisi.

Food packagesin millions

The previous governmenthad oth-
erlivelihood schemesinthe works.
The agenda for the calendar year
1402 included a plan to introduce
electronic coupons for food bas-
kets containing 11 basic items. In
February 2024, the government
rolled out the so-called Fajraneh
Electronic Coupon initiative to
commemorate the Islamic Revo-
lution’s triumph, enabling over 60
million eligible citizens to benefit

from the scheme’s double subsidy.
This initiative wrapped up on May
10, 2024, having distributed ap-
proximately 142 million packages
to the public. Aside from a handful
of queues that formed during the
project’s early days due to inade-
quate publicity, there were no fur-
ther issues with queues or short-
ages.

Satellite launches

Iran’s space industry, in general,
and the launch and construction
of its satellites, in particular, had
stagnated for years, but the previ-
ous government kick-started a re-
vival. Through its determination,
11 satellites successfully took off
into space, settingarecord.

Raisi epitome of Iranian willpower
Tens of pages are insufficient to
review Raisi’s economic accom-
plishmentsin full as the aforemen-
tioned instances merely scratch
the surface. On May 20, following
the inauguration of the Qiz Qala-
si dam, the helicopter carrying
president Raisi and his entourage

suffered from an accident en route
backto Tabriz due to poor weather
conditions. It was announced the
nextmorningthatRaisi,alongwith
hisentourage, sadly passed away.
However, during his brief tenure
as president, Raisi demonstrated
that by refusing to capitulate to
the will of adversaries and rely on
agreements like the Joint Compre-
hensive Plan of Action and FATF,
Iran can surmount challenges and
take significant, enduring strides
forward through tireless efforts
and practical measures. These
measures include boosting ex-
changes with friendly and neigh-
boring nations and harnessing the
strength of Iranians.

The Raisi government prioritized
fundamental reforms over stop-
gap measures, heeding the Leader
ofthe Revolution’s counsel against
sacrificing the country’s future for
short-term gains. As a result, he
attained partial success in stabiliz-
ing the economy, and had his ten-
ure continued, complete success
would have been withinreach.
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By the numbers

Achievements

of Raisi's
Agriculture
Ministry

The agricultural sector plays a significantrole in ensuring food security,

and one might even say itunderpins national security.

The following reportoutlines the actions taken by the governmento

ran’slate president Ebrahim Raisiregarding some staple items; it|

thengoes ontodetail some of the initiatives of organizations underthe

inistry of Agriculture, breaking down the work carried out within

each department, starting with the Natural Resources and Watershed

anagement Organization (NRWO).

Natural Resources,

Watershed Management

Organization

Natural resource land ownership:
The country holds 137 million
hectares of natural resource land.
Prior to the Raisi government, ap-
proximately 77 million hectares
of these lands had ownership doc-
umentation. Under the previous
government, this figure rose to
134.5 millionhectares.

Watershed management: Before
the Raisi government took office,
watershed management proj-
ects were implemented in several
provinces, covering several thou-
sand hectares. However, due to the
previous government’s efforts, a
land restoration program for sev-
eral million hectares was initiated

for the first time. Scientific stud-
ies have already been conducted
on seven million hectares of land
acrossthe country.

Following comprehensive and ex-
pert studies, watershed manage-
ment of 20 million hectares of the
country’s pastures was incorpo-
rated into the 7th National Devel-
opment Plan (2023-27). During his
visit to the Agriculture Ministry,
presidentRaisi emphasized there-
vitalization of 50 million hectares
ofland nationwide, and this initia-
tive was approved after further ex-
pertstudies. Itis also worth noting
that the Raisi government fulfilled
approximately 42% of the objec-
tives outlined in the 6th National
Development Plan (2016-2022) re-
garding watershed management.

=

According to experts from the
country’s natural resources orga-
nization, there is a groundwater
deficit of more than 140 billion cu-
bic meters nationwide. This deficit
can be addressed through the im-
plementation of watershed man-
agementprojects.

Demarcation of lands: The delin-
eation of natural resource lands
and watershed management was
one of the other positive measures
taken by the Raisi government.
The demarcation of lands in this
sector witnessed a 57% increase,
rising from 89 million hectares at
the startofthatgovernmentto 140
million hectares by the end of the
Iranian calendar year of 1402 (end-
edMarch 19,2024).

Planting one billion trees: The am-



bitious plan to plant one billion
treeswasinitiated by the Raisi gov-
ernment. This plan entailed plant-
ing 250 million saplings annually
throughout the country with the
involvementofthe populace.

Land Affairs Organization
of Iran

Resolving agricultural land use
conflicts: One of the key challeng-
esfaced by Iranian farmers in their
dealings with the government
has been the issue of overlapping
boundaries between national
and agricultural lands. By the end
of September 2021, 1.08 million
hectares ofland across the country
had been cleared of such conflicts,
which equates to 11% of the total
land area. During the Raisi gov-

ernment, significant progress has
been made, with this figure rising
to 11.037 million hectares, repre-
senting a 922% increase. As a re-
sult, 75% ofthe country’slandsare
now free fromborder conflicts.
Accreditation of agricultural
lands: It is worth noting that up
until August 2021, approximate-
ly 4% of agricultural lands (total-
ing about 1.780 million hectares) had
been documented. In the lastthree
years, there has been significant
progress in this regard, with doc-
uments issued for an additional
8.604 million hectares, represent-
ing a 383% increase and bringing
the total accredited land to 53% of
the total agriculturalland.
Consolidation of agricultural lands:
Another initiative being pursued in

the agricultural sector is the consol-
idation of small, fragmented plots of
land that have fallen out of use over
the last few decades. Until August
2021, when president Raisi took
office, 256 hectares of agricultural
lands had been integrated, and this
figure rose significantly to 13,144
hectares during the Raisi govern-
ment. This reflects a substantial
growthrate of 5054% in the consoli-
dation of smallland parcels.

Identifying, preventing change
of land use: One of the challenges
faced is the threat of changing the
use of agricultural land. In some
cases, even first and second-class
lands have been targeted by prof-
iteers. Up until August 2021,
379,738 cases of land-use change
were identified, and this number
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rose to 600,612 cases in the last
three years, reflecting a growth
rate of 58%.

Demolition of unauthorized con-
structions: Unauthorized con-
structions on agricultural lands
that were demolished up until Au-
gust 2021 totaled 109,296 cases.
During the Raisi government, this
number rose to 244,824 cases, re-
flectinganincrease of 87%.
Allocation of land for agricultur-
al projects: During the second-
to-last government and up until
August 2021, a total of 714,366
hectares of national land were al-
located for agricultural projects. In
the previous government, this al-
location increased by 12%, reach-
ing 799,153 hectares.

Land allotment for production,
industrial projects: One of the key
projects undertaken by the Land

Affairs Organization of Iran is the
allocation of land for production
plans across various industries.
During the penultimate govern-
ment and up until August 2021, a
total of 140,880 hectares of land
were allotted for this purpose.
However, under the Raisi govern-
ment, the transfer of land in this
sector increased by 12%, reaching
atotalof 150,891 hectares.

It is worth noting that in the realm of
intelligentland monitoring, the tech-
nology to monitor and intelligently
oversee the country’s land was not
inplaceuntil August2021.Dueto the
efforts of the Raisi government, this
capability has now been implement-
edacrossall 31 provinces.

Organization
Aquatic exports: This area has a
high capacity for revenue genera-

tion and supplies the basic goods
market with high-calorie items, it

isworth mentioningthatinthe cal-
endar year of 1402, 210,000 tons
of aquatic products were export-
ed from the country, generating a
value of $650,000. Three years be-
fore in 1399 (ended March 20, 2021),
this figure stood at 139,000 tons,
equivalentto $528 million.

Shrimp farming: The latest statis-
tics fromthe calendar year of 1399
indicate thatIran had 15,000 hect-
ares of shrimp cultivation fields,
producing 48,000 tons of shrimp.
Under the Raisi government, these
figures have risen to 26,000 hect-
ares, representing a 73% growth
in cultivation fields and a 4% in-
crease in production, yielding
50,000 tons of shrimp.

The relatively modest 4% increase
inproduction,compared tothe sig-
nificant 73% increase in cultiva-
tion, can be attributed to the emer-
gence of a disease affecting these
marine animals. Specifically, acute
hepatopancreatic necrosis dis-




ease (AHPND), which is a bacterial
disease prevalent worldwide, has
impacted shrimp farms. Bacterial
diseases tend to have prolonged
lifespans, whereas viral diseases
present less of a challenge in this
regard.

Despite these challenges, Iran has
achieved 96% of its goals set for
thissectorin1402.

Production of fish in cages: By the
end of the second-to-last govern-
ment, there were 133 cages in the
sea, resulting in the production of
2.6thousandtons offish. These fig-
ures have seen significant growth,
reaching 356 cages and yielding
6,318 tons of fish by the end of
1402, representing increases of
167% and 143%, respectively.
Eyed eggs: Eyed eggs refer to fer-
tilized salmon eggs that have de-
veloped to a stage where they are
ready to be transferred. The term
“eyed egg” describes this stage, as
the eyes of the developing fish be-
comevisibleinside the egg.

In 1399, 202 million pieces of eu-

genic eyed eggs were produced in
Iran, and this number rose to 367
million pieces in 1402, reflecting
an 81% growth rate. As a result of
these initiatives, salmon produc-
tion in the country has increased
overthelastthreeyears.

Algae production: Algae produc-
tion holds significance due to the
crucial role algae play in ecosys-
tems. They serve as a food source
for numerous aquaticanimals,and
some varieties are even suitable
forhuman consumption.Addition-
ally, algae are prolific producers of
oxygen through photosynthesis.
At the end of the penultimate gov-
ernment, algae production stood
at 40 tons (wet weight), and this saw
asubstantial increase 0f 820% un-
der the Raisi government, reach-
ing368tonsbytheend of 1402.
Ornamental fish: Ornamental fish
breeding and exports contrib-
ute significantly to the country’s
economy, benefiting from a strong
market demand. In 1399, the pro-
duction of ornamental fish stood at

276 million pieces, and this num-
berincreased by 37% toreach 379
million piecesin 1402.

Aquatic production: In 1399,
1.268 million tons of aquatic prod-
ucts were produced domestically.
This figure grew by 11% last year,
reaching a total of 1.408 million
tons.

Job creation: Employment statis-
tics within the fisheries sectoralso
showedapositivetrend.Bytheend
of the calendar year of 1399, the
sector employed 237,000 people,
and this number rose to 261,000
by the end of 1402, reflecting a
10% growth rate.

Fishing: In 1399, the country’s
fishing yield totaled 715,000 tons,
and thisamountincreased by 7.8%
to reach 771,000 tons by the end
0f1402.

Aquaculture: Within the sector of
fish and other marine products,
Iran raised 553,000 tons of fish in
1399. By the end of 1402, this fig-
ureroseto 637,000 tons, reflecting
a15% growthrate.
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Iran’s

agriculture,
fisheries flourish
under Raisi

The sstatistics and reportstallied by the government ofIran’s late

president Ebrahim Raisi show thatthe government’s performance

in agriculture was satisfactory. Iteven managedto chalk up solid

achievementsinthefields of farming andfisheries.

wheatproduction

One of the achievements of the gov-
ernment in this field was its move
towards reaching self-sufficiency in
wheat. This is especially important
since wheat is deemed a strategic
commodity in securing the coun-
try’s food supply. Consequently, the
Raisi government set out to achieve
self-sufficiency in wheat produc-
tion and made strides in the pro-
ductionand purchase ofwheatfrom
farmers.

As per the report of the Agriculture
Ministry, the country’s domestic
wheat production stood at 4.5 mil-

liontonsinthelraniancalendaryear
1400 (ended March 20,2022),and Iran
imported an additional 7 million
tons to meet the needs of the coun-
try. The nextyear, Iran produced 7.5
million tons of wheat and imported
3 million tons. In the last calendar
year (ended March 19,2024), domestic
wheat production rose to 10.4 mil-
lion tons, and the country imported
afurther one million tons. Given the
downward trend in wheat imports
and the estimates made, the coun-
try is on track toward achieving
self-sufficiency in wheat provision
thisyear.

There were several measures that

Raisi’s government took to cause
an increase in the production of
this key product: First, the govern-
ment announced the guaranteed
purchase rate of wheat ahead of the
planting season and rationalized
it. Second, Iranian farmers saw a
129% growth in wheat purchas-
es, from 50,000 rials per kilo in the
calendar year 1400 to 130,000 rials
in 1402. This was done so as not to
disadvantage farmers. Third, the
government provided various sup-
port packages such as the planting
subsidy and wheatdeliverybonus.

Diplomacyinagricultural
prosperi

Raisi’s government has had suc-
cessful experiences in developing
agricultural diplomacy. It got the
Qiz Qalasi hydroelectric dam, the
largest and most important water
project in the northwestern bor-
der region, up and running after 20
years. The dam provides the plains
of the northwestern provinces with
2 billion cubic meters of water an-
nually and lays the groundwork for
the expansion ofthe agricultureand
tourismsectorsthere.

The strengthening of food diplo-
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macy with Russia, Latin American
countries, neighboring nations, and
aligned states was a key focus of the
previous government’s actions and
consultations. Itsactive agricultural
diplomacyresulted in several mem-
orandums on safe consumption,
food health, and pesticides, as well
as the exchange of botanical tech-
nical knowledge. Removing export
tariffs on agricultural goods with
Asian countries and Russia and cre-
ating new export markets were also
central to the government’s consul-
tations with other nations. Accord-
ing to a report by the Agriculture
Ministry, these efforts led to a 22%
growth in the export of agricultural
and food products, reaching $6.37
billion at the end of 1402, up from
$5.22billionin 1400.

Investmentgrowthin
fisheries

According to a report from the Iran
Fisheries Organization, 63% of the
investments in the fisheries and
aquatics sub-sector in the calen-
dar year 1399 (ended March 20, 2021)
came frombank facilities, 20% from
the private sector, and 17% in the
form of loans from the government.

\

However, in the year 1402, the total
figure marked a 1,200% increase.
The breakdown of this investment
in 1402 was as follows: 90% from
the private sector, 5% from public
sector credits,and 5% throughbank
facilities.
When it comes to trade, the Rai-
si government also saw a notable
expansion in the export of aquatic
and fishery products. In 1399, Iran
exported 139,000 tons of fishery
products, generating revenue of
$528 million. This increased signifi-
cantly by 1402, with exports reach-
ing 210,000 tons and bringing in
$650 million.

agriculturaltech

Another notable achievement of
the Raisi government was the ad-
vancement of Iran’s agricultural
technology and the boost in its pro-
ductivity within the agricultural
sector. Through the backingofnovel
scientific projects linked to water
and food security, the establish-
ment of technological and knowl-
edge-based units in agriculture
witnessed a substantial expansion,
increasing by 308%. This growth

took the number of such units from
152 in 1400 to 621 by the end of
1402. Furthermore, the issuance of
electronic business licenses in the
agricultural sector, which initially
stood at zero at the start of the gov-
ernment’s term, surged to reach
307,000 casesasof1402.

Growthinfertilizer produc-
tion

With an output of 8 million tons of
urea fertilizer, [ran ranks among the
world’slargestand most prominent
exporters of this vital strategic ag-
ricultural input. The country’s an-
nual agricultural requirement for
potassium nitrate, phosphate, and
potashchemicalfertilizersstandsat
approximately 4.5 million tons. [ran
has achieved self-sufficiency in the
production of potassiumnitrate fer-
tilizers, which constitute the larg-
est share of the country’s fertilizer
portfolio.

Regarding phosphate and potash
fertilizers, which were previously
importeduntilthelastfewyears, the
country embarked onapath toward
self-sufficiency in agricultural fer-
tilizers by planning 30 projects for
the construction offactoriesand the
development of domestic mines.
This initiative aims to produce over
3 million tons of chemical fertiliz-
ers and 2 million tons of phosphate
and potash fertilizers. Key projects
within this framework include uti-
lizing the capacities of the Urmia
Petrochemical company for potas-
sium sulfate fertilizer production,
the establishment of a factory for
phosphoricacid and phosphate fer-
tilizer manufacturing at the Karun
Phosphate Products Complex, the
triple superphosphate fertilizer
production by Yazd’s KimiaDaran
Kavir Factory, and the development
ofthe Charam Phosphate Mines.
Thus, the production of phosphate
and potash fertilizers in Iran wit-
nessed a notable increase, rising by
51% from the start of the previous
government’stermtotheend of 1402.
Thisincreasetookthe productionlev-
elsfrom 77,000 tons to 116,000 tons,
which, in turn, led to the cessation of
importsandtheretentionof currency
withinthe country.

Iran Daily

Iran's deceased
president
Ebrahim Raisi
speaks at an
eventin Tehran
on September 5,
2022, marking
the start of the
agricultural
calendar year
1401-1402
and honoring
successful
personsin the
agriculture
industry.

Martyr
President
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