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The mystery of immortality

By Ehsan Salehi

Forty days after the devastating events of Black Mon-
day on May 19, 2024, Iran finds itself at a pivotal mo-
ment in its history. The profound shock of these inci-
dents has yet to be fully comprehended, along with
theimplications for this new era. Iran mourns the loss
of one of its finest managers, President Raisi, whose
significance is described by the Supreme Manager as
unparalleled under the sky, emphasizing his crucial
roleinlran’shistory.
ThelslamicRepublic,asadynamicentity,experiences
both losses and gains in response to challenges and
opportunities. President Raisi’s passing is likened to
the loss felt at the victory of the Islamic Revolution it-
self. His exceptional qualities and management were
acknowledged even by critics, marking him as one of
the revolution’s most significant achievements. His
legacy as a devout follower of Imam Khomeini was so
pivotal thatitwas likened to an “opening of openings”
by Imam Khomeini aftera critical victory.

President Raisi exemplified the ideal of an Islamic
Revolution figure, inspiring not only within Iran but
globally. He represented continuity from Imam Kho-
meini’s era, demonstrating the ongoing impact of the
Islamic Revolution. His absence has compelled even
critics to recognize his virtues, highlighting his pro-
found impactonthe nation’s heartsand minds.

Raisi’s management was marked by transformative
qualities evident in his stewardship of Mashhad, the
judiciary,and ultimately the presidency. Each phase of
his career left a lasting imprint on these institutions,
bringing about significant changes. His management
style was characterized by industriousness, fearless-
ness in confronting challenges, commitment to com-
pleting important tasks, popularity among the peo-
ple, efficiency, and a dedication to educating youth.
Hismanagementwas meticulousand detail-oriented,
capable of mobilizingresources effectively.

However, above all these qualities, Raisi’s manage-
ment was rooted in sincerity and purity. These foun-
dational principles were fundamental to his success
and were instrumental in his role as a transformative
manager of the Islamic Republic. His life and martyr-
dom exemplified the power of purity, demonstrating
thatamidsta world marked by corruption and deceit,
true management could emerge based on integrity
and service.

In various management roles throughout his career,
Seyed Ibrahim Raisi found a conducive environment
to enact significant changes. Beginning with senior
positions in the judiciary like leading the General
Inspectorate Organization and serving as its first
deputy, helaterassumed managementrolesat Astan
Quds Razavi, the judiciary, and eventually the pres-

idency. At Astan Quds Razavi, he set unprecedented
standards for transparency, populism, and poverty
alleviation, all while exemplifying integrity in his ac-
tions. His tenure demonstrated that wielding power
could effectively serve the underprivileged and pil-
grims.

As head of the judiciary, Raisi was notably the first to
hold a doctoral degree in private law, reflecting his ex-
ceptional academic credentials. He transformed the
judiciary by fostering openness to criticism and in-
tellectual discourse, a stark departure from previous
practices where even minor critiques in anonymous
mediafaced severerepercussions.

During Ramadan of 2019-2020, just four months
into his tenure as head of the judiciary, he hosted an
iftar gathering attended by nearly all major judicial
figures, a precedent-setting event noted for its inclu-
sivity. His administration also granted numerous par-
dons and substantial sentence reductions to media
figures, demonstrating his ability to wield authority
impartially.

In the 2017 and 2021 elections, despite ethical chal-
lenges from opponents, Raisimaintained ethical stan-
dards and refrained from engaging in unethical be-
havior, showcasing his capacity to keep confidences
while prioritizing publicservice.

As president, he wielded significant authority, yet
he emphasized that these resources were tools for
efficiency and service rather than personal gain. His
strength stemmed from his sincerity and prepared-
ness for pivotal tasks. His untimely passing has left
many questioning the wisdom behind the event, yet
it serves as a reminder of the privilege to live in an
erawhere the remarkable legacies of Shia figures like
Khomeini, Khamenei, Soleimani, and Raisi are under-
stood and cherished.

Amid globalinjustices, the principled managers ofthe
Khomeini school stand as beacons of steadfastness
and service, silencing detractors with their actions at
the pinnacle of management.

Furthermore, the incident underscores the mirac-
ulous power of sincerity. Raisi’s sincerity in life and
martyrdom affirms that true honor lies in God’s
hands, with sincerity receiving divine rewards even
in this life. The unprecedented public mourning and
commemoration ceremonies for Raisi across various
cities underscore the profound impact of sincerity in
winninghearts.

Raisi’s martyrdom has elevated his status as a signif-
icant Islamic figure, akin to the revered martyrs of Is-
lamic history. His legacy and martyrdom in service to
God and humanity are atestamentto his sincerity and
truth.
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Ebrahim Raisi:
A Symbol

of Pure Politics

1 Managing Director of Iran Daily

Martyr Ebrahim Raisistandsasatestamenttothenotionthattruerecognition often comes
posthumously. His death illuminated the life of a man whose true essence and contribu-
tions were only fully appreciated after his passing. Known for his dedication to the princi-
ples of pure and honest politics, Raisi’s legacy continues to inspire, transcending political
affiliationsand touchingthe heartsofall Iranians.

Raisi’spolitical careerwas marked by an unwaveringcommitmentto integrity and nation-
alunity. Unlike many ofhis contemporaries, he was not swayed by factionalism or partisan
agendas. Instead, he saw himselfas aservantofthe people, dedicated to the betterment of
Iranasawhole. Thisnon-partisan approach earned him a unique place in the hearts of the
Iranian populace, who saw in him a politician dedicated to the greater good rather than
personal or party gains.

His tenure in government, though not without its challenges, was widely regarded as a sig-
nificantimprovementover his predecessors. Even his critics acknowledged that hisadmin-
istration broughtaboutmeaningful changesandimprovements, particularlyin comparison
tothegovernmentbeforehis. Raisi’s focus ontransparency,accountability,and servicetothe
nation helpedrestoreadegree oftrustin publicinstitutions thathad been eroded overtime.
Thegrandeur ofhis funeral was astarkindicator ofhiswidespread appeal and the deep re-
specthe commanded among Iranians. The massive turnoutand the collective outpouring
of griefwere notmerely for aformerleader but foraman who symbolized hope and integ-
rity in public service. This overwhelming show of support reflected the people’s appreci-
ation of his efforts to foster a more just and equitable society, irrespective of the political
successesor failuresattributed to histenure.

Ebrahim Raisi’slegacy is multifaceted. Asapolitician, he was a pointof convergenceinIra-
nian politics, embodying the virtues of honesty and dedication. His vision of a united Iran,
free from the shackles of political divisiveness, continues toresonate, particularlyinan era
wheresuchidealsseemincreasingly rare. Raisi’sliferemindsus thatpolitics canbeanoble
pursuitwhen groundedintheservice ofthe nationandits people.
Beyondhispoliticalachievements, Raisi’spersonal charactersethimapart. Hewasknown
for his humility and accessibility, traits that endeared him to the public. His ability to con-
nect with people from all walks oflife, to listen to their concerns, and to act with empathy
and sincerity were hallmarks of his leadership style. This genuine connection with the
populacereinforced the perception ofhim asaleader who truly cared about the welfare of
hiscountrymen.

In examining his contributions, it becomes evident that Raisi was more than just a politi-
cian; he was a statesman in the truest sense of the word. His commitment to ethical gov-
ernance and his vision for a unified and prosperous Iran provide a blueprint for future
leaders. His life and work serve as a reminder that politics, when practiced with integrity
andagenuinedesiretoserve,canindeed beaforce forgood.

The story of Martyr Ebrahim Raisiis one of posthumous recognition and enduring in-
fluence. His approach to politics, characterized by a refusal to engage in partisan con-
flicts and a steadfast focus on national unity, sets a standard that continues to inspire.
AsIran moves forward, the legacy of Ebrahim Raisi will undoubtedly remain a guiding
light, symbolizing the enduring power of integrity and the profound impact of a life
dedicated to the service of others.
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People’s President:
Life and legacy of

Ebrahim Raisi, who
redefined politics

By Alireza Hashemi

Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi, Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian and two other

officials have been declared dead after their helicopter crashed in the mountains of northeastern
Iranon 19may. Theincidenttookplace in East Azerbaijan province after President Raisi and his
accompanying delegation werereturning after inaugurating two hydraulic dams on the border with

Azerbaijan.

The helicopter had to make a hard landing due to inclement weather conditions -including heavyrain
and dense fog - which made it difficult for search and rescue teams to carry out the operation.
Thewreckage of the chopperwas discovered by emergency rescue teams in the wee hours of 20 may
morningindense forests nestled between the cities of Varzaqan and Jolfa in East Azerbaijan province.
Pir-Hossein Koulivand, head of the Iranian Red Crescent Society (IRCS), announced in televised remarks
thatno sign of life was found on the crashed chopper, ending all hopes of survivors.

Who was Ebrahim Raisi?
Ebrahim RaisiwasbornonDecem-
ber14,1960,inthecity of Mashhad
innorthwesternIran.

He rose through the ranks to be-
come one of the most important
political figures in the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, holding many key
positions, including the chief of the
judiciary, before taking the helm.
From2004to 2014, Raisiservedas
Iran’s deputy chiefjustice and was
known for his fair and humane ap-
proach, which won him many ad-
mirersacross the country.

In 2014, he was appointed as the
country’s Attorney General, a posi-
tionheheld until 2016.

He then became the custodian of
the holy shrine of Imam Reza, the
eighth Shialmam,inhishometown
Mashhad. As the custodian of the
shrine, he accomplished works
thatwerenotdone before.

His most notable appointment
came in March 2019 when the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei,
chosehimtolead Iran’sjudiciary.
He succeeded Sadeqh Amoli Lari-
jani, who was appointed the head
ofthe Expediency Council.
Asthehead oftheIranianjudiciary,
Raisiinitiated amuch-lauded cam-
paign against corruption in the
systemand enacted laws to protect
women againstdomesticviolence.
His popularity rose tremendous-
ly during his stint as the Iranian
judiciary chief, which paved the
ground for his political innings - as
the chiefexecutive.

How did he make a political
foray?
A noted Islamic scholar, Raisi
served as a member of the Assem-
bly of Experts from South Kho-

rasan province and was first elect-
ed fromthereinthe 2006 election.
In 2016, he became the deputy
leader of the Assembly of Experts,
a Constitutional body responsible
forappointing the Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution. Ayatollah Janna-
tiheadsthebody.

Raisi became a household name in
Iran and across the Muslim world
in 2017 when he ran as a popular
candidate in the presidential elec-
tion against then-President Has-
san Rouhani.

He ended up second in that elec-
tion after Rouhani, who secured
23.5 million votes against Raisi’s
15.7 million.

However, his second presidential
bidin 2021 saw him emerge as the
decisive winner, assuming leader-
ship ofthe country for the next four
years.

In the 2021 election, Raisi won a



landslide victory, pocketing 17.9
millionvotesoutofthe 28.9 million
cast, establishing hisreputation as
apopular political figure.

The eighth president of Iran offi-
cially began his tenure on August
3,2021.

How was his governance dif-
ferent?
Raisi’s election came at a time of
significant challenges for Iran, in-
cluding economic hardships exac-
erbated by US-led sanctions and
heightened tensions with Wash-
ington.
His election campaign was cen-
tered on combating corruption
and alleviating economic hard-
ships.
After taking office, he hailed the
youth as Iran’s most valuable asset
and the economy’s driving force,
committing to addressing their

primary concerns, such as unem-
ployment.

Moreover, Raisi stressed the need
to overhaul the bureaucratic sys-
tem, combat corruption and bu-
reaucratic inertia, and pledged to
reduce inflation to a single-digit
level by boosting production.

He supported diplomatic efforts to
neutralize the impact of Western
sanctions and improve the liveli-
hood ofthe Iranian people.

A staunch critic of American pres-
ence in the region and its policy of
imposing sanctions on indepen-
dent nations, Raisi vowed to “not
waste a single moment” in getting
sanctionslifted, rather focused.
The Iranian president declared
that removing “cruel” sanctions
would be an “obligation” for his ad-
ministration, achievable through
active economic diplomacy and
neighborhood-friendly policy.

Headoptedafirmerand pragmatic
stance in Iran’s foreign policy, par-
ticularly in negotiations with the
US and European powers to revive
the 2015 nuclearaccord.

His tenure witnessed fresh talks to
salvage the accord that had been
derailed by former US president
Donald Trump. But those efforts
again hita snag due to US procras-
tination on sanctionsremoval.

The 63-year-old president passed
away in a helicopter crash during
avisit to Eastern Azerbaijan prov-
ince, where he and his Azerbaijani
counterpart, [lham Aliyev, inaugu-
rated two dams built on the Aras
River.

Iran’s Foreign Minister, Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian, the governor
of Iran’s East Azerbaijan province,
and other officialsand bodyguards
were also on board the chopper
thatcrashed.
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Key Management and
Political Positions

» Thirteenth President of the Islamic Republic of Iran
(since2021)

» Head of theJudiciary of the Islamic Republic of Iran
» FirstDeputy Chairman ofthe Assembly of Experts
» Custodian of Astan Quds Razavi

» Member of the Expediency Discernment Council as
bothapersonal and official member

»FirstDeputy of the Judiciary

» Attorney General of Iran

» Head of the General Inspection Organization
»Prosecutor of Tehran

» Prosecutor of the Islamic Revolution of Karaj and
Hamedan Province

» Member of the fourth and fifth terms of the Assem-
bly of Expertsrepresenting South Khorasan

» First Secretary of the Headquarters for the Promo-
tion of Virtue and the Prevention of Vice inIran

» Founder of the Fatemeh Zahra Seminary (for women)
in Tehran (Nassrneighborhood)

» Founder of the Imam Hadi Specialized Center for Shia
Studiesunderthe supervision ofthe Qom Seminary

» Special Judicial Mission by Imam Khomeini (RA)
alongside Niyeritoaddress special reports

» Member of the Board of Trustees of the Execution of
Imam Khomeini’s Order for ten years, appointed by
the Supreme Leader
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Key Responsibilities
by Official Position

»Member ofthe Supreme Council of Cyberspace
»Member ofthe Supreme Council of Standards
»Member ofthe Supreme Petroleum Council

» Member of the Council for the Development of
Easternand Western Iran

» Member of the Supreme Council of Money and
Credit

» Member of the Headquarters for Combating
EconomicCorruption

» Member of the Headquarters for Combating
Narcotics

International Conference Speeches

» Conference on Combating Administrative Corrup-
tionin Africa

» Conference on Combating Organized Crime in Ar-
gentina

» Conference on Administrative Health in Sochi, Rus-
sia

» Conference on Human Rights in Pakistan

» Conference on the Role of Ashura in Social Changes
-Istanbul, Turkey

» Conference on the Implications of Constitutional
Lawin Preserving Human Rights - Nigeria

» International Cooperation Conference on Combat-
ing Corruption - China

» United Nations Human Rights Conference - Geneva
» Conference on Combating Administrative Corrup-
tion in the Philippines, appointed as Deputy of the
AsianInspectors General

» Numerous other specialized meetings attended by
officials fromvarious countries

Recent Responsibilities

» President ofthe Islamic Republic of Iran

» Member of the Expediency Discernment Council of
theIslamic Republicoflran

» Deputy Chairman of the Assembly of Experts of the
Islamic RepublicofIran

» Member of the Supreme National Security Council
oftheIslamic RepublicofIran

» Member of the Supreme Council of the Cultural Rev-
olution of the Islamic Republicof Iran
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Leader's
Condolences on
the Martyr-Like
Death of the
President and
his Entourage

LEADER OF THE ISLAMIC REVOLUTION
DECLARES 5 DAYS OF PUBLIC MOURNING

essage of Condolence Following the Martyr-like Death of the President

Mr. Amir-Abdullahian, the com-
batantandactive Foreign Minister;
M. Malik Rahmati, the revolution-

of Iran; Dr Hosein Amir-Abdullahian, the Foreign Minister; Hujjatul ary and religiously devout Gover-
slam Ale-Hashem, Representative of the Leader in East Azerbaijan; nor of East Azerbaijan; the flight
Dr Rahmati, the Governor of East Azerbaijan; and their esteemed crew,and othermembers ofthe en-

entouragein adisastrousairaccident. tourageallwenttomeettheir Lord.

WD) A R A 1 B G R TG I R A A 2 M EE | hereby declare five days of nation-

al mourning and extend my con-
dolences to the dear people of Iran.
Inthe Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful According to Article 131 of the Con-

stitution, Mr Mukhber will assume
the position of managing the exec-
utive branch and, with the heads of
the legislative and judicial powers,
is entrusted with the responsibility
for arranging the election of a new
president within a maximum of fifty
days.

Finally, I would like to extend my
heartfelt condolences to Mr Raisi’s
esteemed mother, hisnobleandre-
spected wife, and his other surviv-
ing family members, as well as the
honourable families of his entou-
rage, especially Mr Ale-Hashem'’s
venerable father. | pray for their

“Indeed, we are from Allah, and to Him do we Return.”
[tiswithgreatsorrowand deepregretthatlhavereceived the bitternews
of the martyr-like passing of the combatant cleric, the popular and com-
petent President, the dedicated servant of Imam Reza (peace be upon him),
His Eminence Hujjatul Islam wa al-Muslimeen Hajj Seyed Ibrahim Raisi,
and his esteemed entourage. May God’s mercy be upon them.

This tragicincident occurred while an act of service was being undertak-
en.Fortheentiretimehe servedin thisoffice,duringhis short presidency
and before, this noble and selfless man tirelessly dedicated himself to
servingthe people, the country,and Islam.

Thebeloved Raisi did notknow the meaning of fatigue. The nation of Iran
haslost a sincere, devoted, and valuable servant to this unpleasant inci-
dent. He made the people’s welfare and satisfaction a priority, and that
satisfaction indicates divine satisfaction above everything else. There-
fore, his grievances from ingratitude and the criticism of some ill-inten-

Special Issue tioned individuals did not hinder his relentless efforts for progress and

on Passing of reform day and night. patience, solace, and divine mercy
Pres@ent §eyyed In this fateful incident, such prominent figures as Hujjatul Islam forthedeceased. o _
Ebr-ahlm RaISI.and Ale-Hashem, the beloved and reputable Friday Prayer Leader of Tabriz; Sayyid AliKhamenei
his companions 20/05/2024
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UNGA

pays tribute
to Iran's late
president

The United Nations General Assembly held a plenary
meeting on Thursday(30May) to pay tribute to the late
president of Iran Ebrahim Raisi and his entourage,
whodiedinahelicopter crash on May 19.

Following the observing ofaminute of silence, Dennis
Francis, presidentofthe General Assembly, offered his
deepest condolences to the government and people
oflIran.

He said president Raisi “led his country’s contribu-
tion to shape the tenets of our multilateral system
and international cooperation”, according to the UN
official website. Francis also honored the memory of
late foreign minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian — “a
consummate diplomat who faithfully stood along-
side presidentRaisiin representing Iran on the global
stage”.

Secretary-General of the United Nations Ant6nio Gu-
terres also extended his condolences to the families,
thegovernmentand people ofIran. PresidentRaisiled
Iran at a challenging time for the country, the region
and globally, he said.

“In these difficult times, international and re-
gional cooperation are needed more than ever”
in order to build confidence, prevent conflictand

resolve disputes, Guterres said. To this end, he
assured the Iranian people that the United Na-
tions stands in solidarity with them and in the
quest for peace, development and fundamental
freedoms.

Additionally, Burundi’'s UN Ambassador Zéphyrin
Maniratanga, who spoke on behalf of African nations,
praised the Iranian president as a “distinguished
leader who devoted his life to serving his nation and
fostering international cooperation particularly with
African countries.”

Meanwhile, Pakistan’s Permanent Representative to
the UN Munir Akram spoke on behalf of the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation.

“We take solace in the historical contributions of the
former Iranian President to the vision and mission
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, notably
its central cause of the restoration of the inalienable
rights of the Palestinians and the protection of the
sanctity ofholy mosque of Al-Quds Sharif,” he said.
Speaking for the Non-Aligned Movement, the rep-
resentative of Uganda emphasized that Raisi and
Amir-Abdollahian were “instrumental” in strength-
eningcooperationamongmembersofthebloc.

Iran Daily

A picture of
late Iranian
president
Ebrahim Raisi
Is displayed

as the United
Nations General
Assembly
holds a tribute
to him at UN
headquartersin
New York

on May 30,
2024.
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Millions
farewell

Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi
and Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian and other martyrs
were laid to rest, concluding days of
funeral attended by several million
of mourners afterthey werediedin
a helicoptercrashon Sunday.

At least three million mourners marched in Raisi’s
home town Mashhad Thursday to bid farewell to the
president, the mega city’s mayor said, following pro-
cessions in the cities of Tabriz, Qom, Tehran and Bir-
jand.

Later at dusk, the president’s body was lowered into
a tomb at the Imam Reza (PBUH) Shrine, where Shia’s
eighthImamisburied.

Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei, expressing his deep sorrow over the “mar-
tyrdom-like passing”, announced five days of national
mourning on Monday.

bid
to Raisi

The cortege carrying the coffins of the “martyrs” at-
tracted huge numbers of mourners who thronged
main thoroughfares and adjoining streets for several
kilometers, whereveritwent.

In Tehran, Ayatollah Khamenei and representatives
ofthe regional resistance groups prayed over the cof-
fins Wednesday (23May), before millions of people fol-
lowed a processiondown Tehran’s main boulevard.
The Leader also met the president’s family in his res-
idence, viewing the former president “as a symbol of
theIslamicRevolution slogans”. He described the peo-
ple’s admiration for Raisi as a message to the world in
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supportofthe Islamic Republic.

The Iranian foreign minister was buried south of Teh-
ran. Tensofthousandsofmournersgatheredinthetown
of Shahr-Rey in Tehran Province on Thursday (23May)
forafuneral ceremony, which ended in Amir-Abdollahi-
an’sburialin the shrine of Shah Abdolazim.

Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh attended the prayers and
recounted President Raisi telling him that the Oct. 7
operation by Palestinian fighters against Israel was an
“earthquakeinthe heartofthe Zionistentity”.
Statesmen from West Asia and beyond from some 60
countries attended a later memorial service, including

Iraq’s Prime Minister Mohammed
Shia’ al-Sudani, Pakistan’s Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Qatar’s
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani and Tunisian President Kais
Saied.

Tajikistan’s President Imomali
Rahmon, Armenian Prime Minis-
ter Nikol Pashinyan, Saudi Arabia’s
Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin
Farhan and Sheikh Abdullah bin
Zayed, and the UAE’s minister of
foreign affairs, were other foreign
representatives who traveled to
Tehran, meeting Iranian leaders to
express their condolences.

Also, the resistance officials in-
cluding Deputy Secretary-General
of the Lebanese resistance move-
ment Hezbollah Sheikh Naim Qas-
sem, Deputy Secretary-General of
the Islamic Jihad resistance move-
ment, Mohammad al-Hindi, and
the senior representative of Ye-
men’s National Salvation Govern-
ment, Mohammed Abdul-Salam
were in Tehran to pay tribute to the
late presidentand hisentourage.
Earlier tens of thousands of people
lined the streets of Birjand, capital
of the eastern province of South
Khorasan, to bid farewell to the
late president as his coffin move
through the main street.
Presidentofthe UN General Assembly
Dennis Francis paid tribute to Raisi
and Amir-Abdollahian by visiting the
Islamic Republic’s mission in New
York on Thursday to sign a memorial
bookin honor of the deceased Iranian
officials. Representatives of 50 coun-
tries in the United Nations have also
signed the book opened in memory of
them.
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The Messages of World

Demise of Martyr Raisi

China

China’sLeaderXiJinping:

“Deep condolences to the Iranian government and
people, Raisi’stragicdeathisagreatlosstotheIranian
people,andthe Chinese peoplealsolostagood friend,”

Russian PresidentVladimir Putin:

“Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi was an outstanding politician
whose entire life was devoted to serving his Moth-
erland. He enjoyed the well-deserved respect of his
compatriots and high prestige beyond his country. As
atruefriend ofRussia,hemadeaninvaluable personal
contribution to the development of good neighborly
relations between our countries and made great ef-
forts to advance them to the level of strategic part-
nership, I have had the privilege of meeting Seyyed
Ebrahim Raisi on multiple occasions, and [ will always
cherish the fond memories of this wonderful man.
Please convey my heartfelt condolences and support
to the family and friends of the late President, as well
as to all those affected by this tragic incident. I extend
my wishes for strength to the Iranian people as they
navigate through this challenging and irreparable
loss,”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi:

“Deeply saddened and shocked by the tragic demise
of Dr. Seyed Ebrahim Raisi, President of the Islamic
Republicoflran. His contribution to strengthening In-
dia-Iran bilateral relationship will always be remem-
bered. My heartfelt condolences to his family and the

people of Iran. India stands with Iran in this time of
sorrow.”

Pakistan
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif:

“Pakistan will observe a day of mourning and the flag
will fly at half-mast as a mark of respect for President
Raisiand hiscompanionsandinsolidarity with Broth-
erlyIran.”

PresidentRecep Tayyip Erdogan:

“I ask the Almighty God for mercy for my dear coun-
terpart, my brother, and the honorable president of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, Mr. Ebrahim Raisi, who
unfortunately passed away in a helicopter accident.
[ wish God’s mercy for the Minister of Foreign Affairs
of Iran and others who lost their lives in the helicop-
ter accident. I express my deepest condolences to
the nation and the government of Iran, especially to
(Grand) Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the leader of Iran, and
the honorable Raisi family and other deceased. As a
counterpart who personally witnessed his efforts to
calm to serve the people of Iran and the region during
histenure,Iremember Mr.Raisiwithrespectand grat-
itude

European Union

President of the European Council, Charles Mi-
chel:

“The European Union offers its condolences for the
death of President of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Ebrahim Raisi, Foreign Minister Hussein Amir Abdol-




Leaders on the Sad

and His Companions

lahian, and other Iranian officials involved in the trag-
ic helicopter crash on Sunday. The EU expresses its
sympathies to the families of all the victims and to the
Iranian citizens affected.”

SaudiArabia

King Salman:

“We learnt of the news of the death of His Excellency
Dr. Ebrahim Raisi, President of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, and his companions - may God have mercy on
them - and we send you and the brotherly people of
the Islamic Republic of Iran our deepest and sincere
condolences.”

0

President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi:

“The president of the Arab Republic of Egypt prays
that the deceased Iranian President and the depart-
ed may rest in God Almighty’s mercy, and grant their
families patience and solace, expressingthe solidarity
ofthe Arab Republic of Egypt with the Iranian leader-
shipand peopleinthisterribleincident.”

|
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Prime Minister Mohammed Shia’ Al-Sudani:
“We express our solidarity with the brotherly Iranian
people and the officials of the Islamic Republic during
this painful tragedy.”

Spokesperson Yoshimasa Hayashi:
“The country expressesitsdeepestcondolencestothe
governmentand people of Iran over the death of Pres-

identRaisiand the foreign minister”

Jordan
King Abdullah:

“Deepest condolences to the brothers, leadership,
governmentand people ofthe Islamic RepublicofIran
on the death of Brother President Ebrahim Raisi, For-
eign Minister Brother Hossein Amir-Abdullahian and
those accompanying them. May God have mercy on
them all. We stand in solidarity with our brothers in
Iraninthis difficult circumstance.”

Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim:

“His (President Raisi’s) dedication to justice, peace, and
the upliftment of the ummah [the Islamic community]
was truly inspiring. In our meeting last November, we
committed ourselves to bolstering Malaysia-Iran re-
lations, working together for the betterment of our
peoplesand the Muslim world. Our pledge will be ful-
filled.”

Pope Francis

The Pope sent condolences to Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on Monday following the death
of President Ebrahim Raisi in a helicopter crash. “I send
condolences upon the deaths of President Ebrahim Rai-
si, Foreign Minister Hossein AmirAbdollahian, and all
who perished in yesterday’s helicopter crash, Entrust-
ingthesoulsofthedeceased tothe mercy ofthe Almighty,
and with prayers for those who mourn their loss, es-
pecially their families, I send the assurance of spiritual
closenesstothenationatthisdifficulttime.”
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Qatar

Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani:

“Asking God Almighty for mercy and forgiveness for
[those killed] and for their families with patience and
solace. Webelongto Allah and to Him we shall return.”

Sudan’s Sovereign Council Head, Abdel Fattah Al-
Burhan:

“Oursincere condolences and sympathy to the friend-
ly Iranian people. We pray to God Almighty that he
may have mercy onthe Presidentand hiscompanions,
and grant their families patience and solace, express-
ing the solidarity of the Government of Sudan and its
people with the leadership and the Iranian people in
thisgreatloss,”

Syrian Presiden Bashar Al-Assad affirmed Syria’s sol-
idarity with the Islamic Republic of Iran and the fami-
lies of the dead. President Assad added that Syria had
worked with thelate presidentto ensure strategicties
between Syria and Iran remained prosperous, recall-
ingRaisi’simportantvisitto Syriaas partofenhancing
ties forthe benefitofboth nations.

United Arab Emirates

Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan:
“I extend my deepest condolences to the Iranian gov-

ernment and people over the passing of President
Ebrahim Raisi, Foreign Minister Hossein Amirab-
dollahian and those accompanying them following a
tragicaccident.”

Venezuela

PresidentNicolas Maduro:

“Deeply saddened to have to say goodbye to an exem-
plary person, an extraordinary leader of the world as
our brother Ebrahim is, and will always be, an excel-
lent human being, defender of the sovereignty of his
people,and unconditional friend of our country.”

Bangladesh

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina:

“I am deeply shocked and saddened to hear about
the sad demise of President Dr. Seyyed Ebrahim
Raisi, Minister of Foreign Affairs Dr. Hossein Ami-
rAbdollahian, and members of the entourage in
the tragic accident of the helicopter carrying them.
In this hour of grief, on behalf of the Government
of Bangladesh and on my own behalf, I convey our
deepest condolences to the Government and the
brotherly people of Iran.” Announcing a national
day of mourning on Thursday (23 May), She added:
“On the day, the national flag will be at half-mast
in all government, semi-government, and autono-
mous institutions and educational institutions, in-



cluding all government and private buildings and
Bangladesh missionsabroad.”

Prime Minister Mullah Mohammad Hassan
Akhund:

“We share our grief with the Islamic Republic of Iran
and the people of that country and offer our condo-
lences to all the families of the victims, the nation and
the governmentoflran,”

Presidential Spokesman AjuriNgelale:

“President Bola Tinubu extends his condolences to
the governmentand people of the Islamic Republic
oflran over the passing of President Ebrahim Raisi;
Iranian foreign minister, Hossein AmirAbdollahi-
an, and other officials in a helicopter crash. Pres-
ident Tinubu expresses profound grief over this
disturbing tragedy, and describes President Raisi
as aleader who was passionately committed to the
developmentofIran.”

“ActingState Presidentofthe SocialistRepublicofViet-
nam Vo Thi Anh Xuan, Prime Minister PhamMinh
Chinh, and President of the National Assembly Tran
Thanh Man, are grieved to learn aboutthe passing of
President Ebrahim Raisi, Ministerof Foreign Affairs

Hossein Amir-Abdollahian andother members of the
entourage. They extendedtheir deepest condolences
to the interim President of Iran, Mohammad Mokh-
ber, Parliamentspeaker Mohammad Bager Qalibaf,
and through them, to Leader of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei; the governmentand-
peopleofran.”

The World Health Organization

“We express our condolences to the people oflran and
the families of the late President EbrahimRaisi, For-
eign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian,and allthose
wholosttheirlivesinthe helicoptercrash yesterday.”

United Nations

Spokesman for UN Secretary-General Anténio Gu-
terres:

“The Secretary-General is saddened by the death
of Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi, President of Iran, Hossein
Amir-Abdollahian, Minister for Foreign Affairs,
and their colleagues in a helicopter accident on 19
May. The Secretary-General expresses his sincere
condolences to the families of the deceased and to
the Government and people of Iran.” The United
Nations office in Geneva also raised the flag of our
country at half-mastin the headquarters of this or-
ganization as a sign of sympathy with the Iranian
nation.
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Leaders at Raisi’s
funeral highlight
Iran's work to
repair Arab ties

Thelist offoreign dignitarieswho attended Iranian president Ebrahim Raisi’s funeral on Wednesday
underscored how Tehran’s efforts to blunt US sanctions and mend ties with its neighbors have paid off.

ewotheroccasions could have broughtthe foreign ministers of Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates,

and Bahrain into close quarters with the leaders of US-designated “terroristgroups” Hamas and Hezbollah.

Alongside them were representatives from Yemen'’s Houthiresistancegroup and Afghanistan’s Taliban, as

well as a former aide to Russian President Vladimir Putin.

The emir of Qatar, which hosts the biggest US military basein the Middle East, was also there.
Theguestlist showedjust how hard Iran has worked to repair ties with major Arab countries even ifthey

remainvital US allies that have normalized ties with Israel or are considering to do so. Raisi’s ceremony even

included a Tunisian president’s firstvisit to Iran since the Islamic Revolutionin 1979 and rare appearances by
the foreign ministers of Jordan and Egypt.

Hezbollah, based in Lebanon and
whose fighters are exchanging
fire with Israel almost every day,
is Iran’s strongest backed group.
Hezbollah’s Deputy Chief Sheikh
Naim Qasem stood behind Iran’s
Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei as the latter led the fu-
neral prayers. Hewastheonly Arab
to have suchaprominentpresence
there.

Hamas was represented by its
political leader, Ismail Haniyeh,
who’sbasedin Qatar.

Before Raisi’s election in 2021,
Iran’s government was run by a
moderate president who wanted
to improve ties with the West and
reduce its dependence on Chinese
investment. That changed under
Raisi and tensions between the Is-
lamicRepublicand the USand Isra-
el have worsened, especially since
thewarin Gazaeruptedin October.
Iran has worked hard to neutralize a
raft of US sanctions tightened under
both Donald Trump and Joe Biden.
Many countries in the region have
been willing to continue doing busi-
nesswith Iranorkeepingdiplomatic

tiesopenevenifdoingso contradicts
Washington’swishes.

Iran’s power

Many are wary of Iran given its
powerful military and the reach
of its backed groups. The Houthis,
funded and trained by Iran, have
attacked Saudi Arabia and the UAE
with drones and missiles in recent
years, at times targeting oil facil-
ities. That's a key reason both Ri-
yadh and Abu Dhabi have sought
to ease relations with Tehran. The
Saudis and Iranians restored dip-
lomatic ties last year through a
deal Chinahelped broker.

Video from Tuesday’s ceremony in
Tehran showed tens of thousands
of people gathered to mourn Rai-
si, who waskilled along with Iran’s
foreign minister Hossein Amir-Ab-
dollahian and others in a helicop-
ter crash on May 19.

Hamas released photos of Haniyeh
smiling and waving as he walked
through crowds, even as its fight-
ers continued to battle Israeli forc-
esinGaza.

Accountsvaried aboutthe number

of countries represented at Raisi’s
funeral, though officials from Leb-
anon, Iraq, Pakistan, Azerbaijan,
Belarus, Uzbekistan, and many
other countries were there. Russia
and China, two countries that have
boosted ties with Iran amid the US
isolation, sentlow-level officials.
Such funerals are often delicate
political and diplomatic dances.
Countries sometimes look to sig-
nal their empathy for the country’s
people while avoiding any action
suggesting they back the leaders’
decisions.

The US wrestled with just such a
dilemma over Raisi’sdeath. The US
State Department issued a state-
ment expressing its “official con-
dolences” over the death, a mes-
sage that was directed at regular
Iraniansand nottheregimeitself.
TheUSgovernmenthashadalmost
no direct contact with Iran since
former president Donald Trump
pulled out of the nuclear accord in
2018. No US official attended the
ceremony on Tuesday.

The full article first appeared on
Bloomberg.
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Raisi’s role was to
bring diplomacy
into the service of

the field

‘ By Hamid Shahriari

Thesecretary general ofthe World Forum for Proximity of Islamic Schools of Thought

Under the government of the late
President Ebrahim Raisi, the path
of the resistance movement was
paved. The presidency of Dr. Ebra-
him Raisi had a significant impact
on highlighting the achievements
of the struggle against Israel, par-
ticularly in operations such as
Al-Agsa Storm and the True prom-
ise. Although he did not directly
participate in these actions, his
political support facilitated the
weakening and eventual defeat
of Israel. Raisi’s role was to bring
diplomacy into the service of the
field. Unlike the previous admin-
istration, Raisi’'s government
aligned diplomacy with the resis-
tance efforts, moving in complete
accordance with the principles of
the leadership. He had no diver-
gence from the Supreme Leader’s
guidance and was committed to
realizing the overarching policies
of the system and the directives
of the Supreme Leader, Ayatollah
Khamenei. During Raisi’s admin-
istration, all ministries strived to
fulfill the Leader’s demands, cre-
ating unity and coherence across
the country,whichwasatestament
to his vision and an achievement
of his government. Without this
perspective, we would not have
reached the success of Al-Agsa
Storm. When fighting in the field,
ifdiplomacy does not supportyou,
you face defeat from the outset. We
are not pursuing territorial con-
questbut rather aim to emphasize

justice in thoughts and ideologies.
Until now, the ideal world was por-
trayed as that defined by the West
and America. However, we intend
toconvey thatanideal worldisone
wherejustice prevails.

When the Islamic Republic sup-
ported Syria, the world accused us
ofbacking a dictatorial regime. We
believed that, as in all countries,
the people of Syria should decide
their internal matters. We have
never interfered in the internal
affairs of any country. Addressing
this accusation was challenging
because the primary concern of
the Islamic Republic was not sup-
porting a specific government but
strengthening the resistance axis.
Our analysis indicated that Israel
sought instability in Syria to harm
the resistance axis, which includes
Hezbollah and Hamas. This was
our perspective, but some Arab
leaders could not comprehend the
issue correctly.

It took considerable time for both
the world and regional countries to
realize how correct and principled
the Islamic Republic’s resistance
policies were. Following the Al-Ag-
sa Storm operation, the perception
of the Islamic world towards the
Islamic Republic of Iran changed.
Those who previously claimed that
theIslamic Republicaimed to create
a Shia Crescent recognized Iran’s
support for Hamas, predominantly
Sunni, understanding the depth of
Iran’s strategy. Thus, we have en-

gaged with and continue to interact
with the Sunni community. Time has
proven thatthe IslamicRepublichas
acted rightly in its regional policies.
Even some Syrians, whose homes
were destroyed, admitted their mis-
take in listening to the Wahhabis,
who did not come to help them but
aimed to dismantle the resistance
axis, using them as tools for their ob-
jectives. Currently, a large segment
of the Syrian population has come to
thisrealization.

Now, the Islamic Republic of Iran
holds a superior position in the Is-
lamic world, particularly after the
True promise operation. Some in
the Islamic world tried to portray
Iran as hiding behind proxy forces,
using them as shields. However,
the True promise operation re-
vealed to them that Iran has clear
principles and red lines. We do not
seek war, but if Israel attempts to
breach our territorial borders, it
will face a strong response. The
True promise operation brought
dignity and authority to the Islam-
ic Republic. Authority is not only
military power; Arab and Islamic
nations, following the True prom-
ise, understood that the Islamic
Republic of Iran genuinely stands
for justice worldwide. Iran has be-
come a model for nations; while
governments follow their own
paths, the people see us as a sym-
bol of pride and stand with us. This
is the change brought about by the
True promise.



Raisi's most significant
focus in foreign policy

was the adoption of the
‘Look to the East’ policy

- By Hassan Beheshtipour
“ Foreign affairs expert

Despite the martyrdom of Ayatollah Ebrahim Raisi, his
administration has not left the office. I believe the late
president’spathgoeson,atleastuntilthenextpresiden-
tial election. His most significant focus in foreign policy
was the adoption ofthe ‘Look to the East’ policy. Foreign
minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian explained this as
prioritizing establishingrelations with Asian countries.
This does notmean neglecting ties with African or Latin
American countries, but rather prioritizing more en-
gagementwith Asia.

The second point was the expansion of relations with
neighboring countries, with the most notable achieve-
ment being the achieved détente with Saudi Arabia
under Raisi’s presidency. The ties with the Kingdom
were severed as a result of some imprudent actions in
thepast.Nevertheless, tensionswithneighboringcoun-
trieswereresolved oratleastsignificantly reduced.
Another success wasimprovingrelations with Afghani-
stanand the Taliban government. The goal was to main-
tain good relations with the neighboring country, given
the extensive cultural ties, historical commonalities,
and shared interests. Tensions with Pakistan, Turkey,
andIragwereeasedaswell.

The news of the unfortunate death of the presidentand
the foreign minister of Iran surely met with widespread
global reaction. This would have been the case for any
official who lives in a geopolitically significant country,
not just president Raisi. When three countries in the
United Nations Security Council request a moment of
silence, itisalso arecognition of Iran’s status. Thisisnot
to say that I downplay the role played by the late presi-
dent,butrathertoemphasizethatitisIran’sgeopolitical
importance that commands such attention. For a presi-
dent of a country without significant regional or global
standing, the situation would naturally be different.

Raisi was honest and
popular among Iranians

By Mohammadreza Dehshiri

Head ofIran’s School of International Relations

President Ebrahim Raisi was honest and popu-
lar among Iranians. As the country’s Leader men-
tioned, Raisi was a tireless fighter who didn’t shy
away fromthe publicand spared no effortin serving
the community. His relentless efforts to achieve the
ideals ofthe Revolution, promote national interests,
and serve his people were most noteworthy.
Additionally, the participation of various world
leaders in his funeral procession proved that the
good neighborliness policy of Raisi's administra-
tion, spearheaded by the sincere efforts of the mar-
tyred foreign minister, had borne fruit. The wide-
spread public participation in his funeral and the
love thatthey showed forhim elsewherealso elevat-
ed Iran’s political standing and credibility among
theworld’s countries.

We should leverage this new atmosphere, which
has fostered a sense of solidarity and national unity
within oursociety as well, to enhance the dynamism
of our foreign policy. This policy is not tied solely to
Raisi or Amir-Abdollahian butratherto the policy of
the Islamic Republic. However, the key point is that
these individuals implemented this strategy with
strength and determination. [ hope that the inter-
im presidentand foreign minister will continue this
policy with the same vigor and determination.
Consideringthe supportshownby Iranians fortheir
political leaders, I believe we will have a presiden-
tial election with a high turnout. The martyrdom of
the esteemed president Raisi and foreign minister
Amir-Abdollahian has shown that the country’s
path is toward further strengthening the bond be-
tween the nation and the government. This will,
in turn, enhance Iran’s international standing and
credibility.
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Raisi was a
prominent
figurein the
Islamic world

IsaHosseini Mazari

head of Afghanistan’s Tabian Cultural Center

Martyr Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi was
a prominent figure in the Islamic
world. He was deeply committed
to the principles of velayat-e faqih
(guardianship of the Islamic jurist), and
he exemplified piety and adher-
ence to divine ethics. In addition to
his comprehensive knowledge of
Islamic jurisprudence, he was also
well-versedinacademicsciences.

In the realm of foreign relations,
Martyr Raisi sought to maintain dig-
nified and wise relations with the
West while also striving to establish
close ties with powerful Eastern
countries. He aimed to create a bal-
anced international relationship
free from extremism and negli-
gence. His particular focus on neigh-
boring countries is noteworthy.
Following significant changes in our

country and the rise of the Taliban
to power, the relationship between
the Islamic Republic of Iran and the
Afghan governmentand people saw
substantial improvement. He was
thefirstIranianpresidenttoappoint
a special envoy for Afghanistan.
This envoy and his team played a
crucial role in aligning the positions
of Kabul and Tehran, significantly
strengthening the ties between the
twonations. Their effortsresulted in
significantinitiatives, particularly in
fostering Afghanistan’s engagement
with neighboring countries and the
region. Thefirstregional meetingon
Afghanistan, organizedand pursued
by the Islamic RepublicofIran,wasa
testament to his impactful diploma-
Cy.

The policies and programs imple-

mented for migrants during his ten-
ure were exceptional, notably the
census of over two million migrants
who arrived in Iran following the
previous government’s collapse,
which was no small feat. Ayatollah
Raisi rendered significant and com-
mendable services to the Islamic
world, particularly to the resistance
axis countries. His memorable pres-
ence at the United Nations, where
he held the Quran and spoke about
its eternal significance, left a lasting
impression. The affection of Mus-
lims for this authentic warrior and
esteemed figure ofthe [slamicworld
and humanity is enduring. His re-
markable contributions are cher-
ished notonly by Muslims butby hu-
manityasawhole,andhislegacywill
notbeforgotten.



Member ofIran’s Expediency Council

Art of I"isteni

By Mohammad Reza Bahonar

There are reasons behind his pop-
ularity. In the position of a presi-
dent, he was nota man who would
justsit at his desk and give orders.
He knew the art of “listening well”.
He listened to the problems of
the villagers living along the bor-
ders as well as economic activists
whose factories shut down due to
economicproblems.

His main concerns were the coun-
try’s economic prosperity and re-
solving the people’s woes. That’s
why, during his presidency and
also when he was the chief of the
country’sjudiciary,one of his main
concerns was the reopening of
companies and factories that were
shut down due to various prob-
lems.

He was ever seeking to bring
Iranians more satisfaction.
That's why the late president

insisted on making provin-
cial trips to be closely aware
of the problems and demands
of the people in all parts of the
country.

During his short tenure, fine plans
were implemented in the country
to improve infrastructure, espe-
ciallyinthe financialand economic
fields. Although the president did
not tie the country’s economy to
foreign policy, he used diplomacy
toboostthe country’seconomy.
By adopting an informed strategic
policy, he managed to improve re-
lations with Iran’s neighbors and
develop economic cooperation.
However, his government’s for-
eign policy was not limited to the
improvement of relations with
neighbors.

Under his presidency, Iran also
joined two important interna-
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tional organizations, namely the
Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion and BRICS, a group of emerg-
ingeconomies.

Following Sunday’s tragic inci-
dent, condolence messages flood-
ed in from many countries and
international bodies. The declara-
tion of national mourning in sev-
eral countries further proved how
much the late Iranian president
and his foreign minister were well-
knownandloved across the world.
The loss of this beloved president is
alossforthe IslamicRepublicofIran
andits people. But, due to prior chal-
lenging experiences, people’s sup-
port, and the Leader’s prudence, the
Establishmenthasbecomesostrong
that there will be no disruption in
the work of the country in the wake
of the passing away of President
Raisi.
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A Global
Message:
Reflecting on
the Funeral

f Raisi
By:Jalaleddin Fanaei

The funeral of Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi is regarded as a significant and ele-
vated eventin Iran,showcasingboth national unity and authenticlranian
identity to the world. This ceremony, extensively covered by domestic
and international media, not only displayed deep collective emotions
but also represented a rational and strategic approach to spiritual and
cultural currents, a hallmark of Raisi’s influence in highlighting Iran’s
domestic culture and spiritual aspects.

This massive gatheringtranscended mererespectforanindividual, sym-
bolizing a redefinition and reaffirmation of a forgotten spiritual renais-
sance that sought to breathe new life into Iranian society. The funeral of
Raisi was not just a demonstration of national commitment but also a
proclamation for spiritual awakening and the strengthening of the na-
tion’s foundations.

Theliveand precisebroadcastofthis ceremonyby domesticmediashow-
cased widespread public attendance and provided deeper analysis and
insightinto the events, reflecting social commitment and national awak-
ening. Social media platforms also facilitated the exchange of personal
experiences and viewpoints, enhancing societal insight and knowledge
aboutthe fundamental componentsandspiritual roles of figureslike Rai-
siinfortifyingIran’s cultural and social foundations.

However, the mainstream media coverage of the ceremony appeared
carefully curated, with close-up shots dominating the broadcasts, po-
tentially downplaying the true size of the crowd. While many reports
cited “thousands” of attendees, population estimation experts suggest
that millions participated in the ceremonies. Some networks, like CNN,
managed to show parts of the larger crowd, providing a glimpse of the
message the [ranian nation soughtto convey to the world.

It is important to note that for decades since the 1979 Islamic Revolution,
major media outlets and platforms have sought to negatively portray Iran,




often characterizing it as unstable, unsafe, barbaric and ruled by a brutal
dictatorship system. This biased coverage stands in contrast to the broader
international reception of the ceremony, which presented an opportunity to
evaluate Iran’s image. Western media outlets have repeatedly sought to un-
dermineIran’slegitimacyby characterizingits governanceasanillegitimate
“regime”—a term used to suggest a crisis of legitimacy. In this way, Western
media has tried to depict Iran’s governance as disconnected from everyday
Iraniansand unrepresentative ofthe nation.

Yet, Iran remains the largest and perhaps the most democratic system in
the Middle East, amidst a region dominated by autocratic governments.
The event was not only a demonstration of national unity but also a
chance toreflectthe shared relationships and values upheld by the Irani-
anpeople. Providinga comprehensive and balanced perspective on such
events is crucial for promoting mutual understanding between Iran and
the international community. Rather than perpetuating narratives that
fail to capture Iran’s full complexity, a nuanced approach is necessary to
foster genuine dialogue and cooperation.

The phenomenon of massive public participation in political-religious
events, such as the funerals of General Qasem Soleimani and President
Raisi, highlights a significant and undeniable reality: the true nature of
Iranian society is often misrepresented in Western media and scholarly
texts.Social and political science writers mustaddress how, despite their
claims of a deep divide between the government and the people, mil-
lions of Iranians attended the funerals of their leaders, grieving deeply
for their governmentofficials and political representatives.

So-called Iran experts are required to explain how, from their perspec-
tive, this group numberingin the millions does notrepresentthe broader
Iranian populace, but rather a specific and limited faction thatadvocates
for values antithetical to Iranian culture and lifestyle. These values, in-
cluding the promotion of nudity and immodesty, originate from modern
Western culture, where materialisticand hedonisticideals are often pri-
oritized. Such values have warped societies they have infiltrated, to the
extent that gender identification has become a primary focus and the
hottest topic of discussion. These values have been encroaching upon
varioussocieties,includingIran, for years through platformslike movies,
social media, and news outlets.

The funeral of Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi was a profound affirmation of Iran’s na-
tional spiritand the unity ofits people. The ceremony showcased the Iranian
nation’s integrity, resilience, and steadfast commitment to its strategic and
spiritual goals. By participating in this significant event, Iranians demon-
strated theirunwavering connectiontotheirleadersand culturalroots, chal-
lengingnarratives thatseektomisrepresenttheirsociety.

The broad international reception of Raisi’s funeral highlighted the need
for a balanced understanding of Iran, in contrast to the often one-sided
portrayal seen in Western media. The event underscored the nation’s
integrity and solidarity, reaffirminga deep cultural and spiritual heritage
thattranscends political divides.

In conclusion, the funeral of Seyyed Ebrahim Raisi was more than a mo-
ment of national mourning; it was a declaration of the Iranian people’s
unity, resolve, and dedication to preserving their cultural identity and
spiritual values, such as supporting the oppressed people of Palestine,
combating Islamophobia, and rejecting new forms of colonialism and
hegemonicpolicies.
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How Europeis
responding to
death of Iran’s
president

By Eldar Mamedov

Middle Eastaffairsexpert

ﬂ

he crash of the helicopter and the resulting death of Iranian President

brahim Raisiand the country’s foreign minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian came atatensetimein EU-Iranrelations.

ﬂ

ehran’s supportfor the Russian war in Ukraine, supportfor Hamas,

and being classified as a terroristorganizationin the EU have caused

many EU leaders to perceive Iran as one ofthe bloc’s top geopolitical

adversaries.

Despitethat background, European leaders have expressed condolences

and offered assistance in dealing with the aftermath of the accident.
Reacting to the news of the crash, Charles Michel, the former prime
minister of Belgium and currently the president of the European
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ituation closely’. When the deaths of Raisi and Amir-Abdollahian, as

well as others on board, were confirmed, Michel expressed, in thename
ofthe EU, “sincere condolences” and offered “thoughts to the families”
ofthedeceased. EU high representative for foreign policy Josep Borrell

expressed similar sentiments.

Even before the deaths were con-
firmed, the EU, through its com-
missioner for crisis management,
civil protection, and humanitari-
an aid Janez Lenarcic announced
that the bloc was activating, at the
request of Iran, its emergency sat-
ellite mapping services in order
to locate the crash site. The offer
and hashtag that accompanied it
— #EUSolidarity — were repost-
ed by Borrell but met with imme-
diate backlash from other circles.
Notably, some members of the Eu-
ropean Parliament took issue with
what one — from a liberal bloc —
construed as the Commission’s
supportfortheregimein Tehran.

Lenarcic’s team countered that
“facilitating a search and rescue

operation is not an act of political
supporttoanyregime orestablish-
ment. [t is simply an expression of
the mostbasic humanity.” The crit-
ics might have found it ironic that
Iran would ask the EU for assis-
tance, given the abysmal state ofbi-
lateral relations, but the Commis-
sion acted fully in compliance with
the EU’s own guidelines on hu-
manitarian aid. There was no love
lost for Ebrahim Raisi in Brussels,
but, at a time when the EU’s credi-
bility is flagging due toits divisions
and confusions on Gaza, such a
clear case of consistency with its
own declared values is something
to build on — apart from a simple
actofdecency.

And the EU would indeed need to

rebuild its political capital in rela-
tions with Iran. It has important
interests to pursue. For one, Ger-
many and France, alongside the
non-EU Britain, are signatories
of the flailing nuclear agreement
known as JCPOA. As Iran’s nucle-
ar program advances following
President Trump’s withdrawal
from the JCPOA in 2018 and Pres-
ident Biden’s subsequent failure
to revive it, concerns increase in
Europe, as they do elsewhere, that
Iran may be approaching the nu-
clear threshold status, and only a
political decision away from an ac-
tual weaponization of its nuclear
program.

Tensionsinthe Middle East, where
the EU launched earlier this year



its maritime mission to protect
the shipping routes in the Red Sea
from the Iran-backed Houthis, are
another major concern for the EU.
And there are still EU citizens kept
in detention by Iran, such as the
Swedish national and official from
the Borrell-led European External
Action Service Johan Floderus, on
allegedly spurious charges of spy-
ingforIsrael.

Those who lambast EU officials
like Michel, Borrell, and Lenarcic
for supposedly failing to take a
“toughline” against Tehranneglect
to explain how these vital interests
willbe servedin the absence ofany
diplomatic engagement with Iran.
Following maximalist demands
would be even more absurd at a

time when the United States, Eu-
rope’s primary security guaran-
tor, is itself engaged in talks with
Tehran, through intermediaries,
on de-escalation of tensions in the
Middle East and on the nuclear
file. The EU, in fact, has an advan-
tage over the US in that it doesn’t
need to go through third parties to
engage with Iran, since it already
hasdirectchannels of communica-
tions.

The EU will have to tread carefully
in the coming months leading up
to the elections of the new presi-
dent in Iran. Its core interests, as
outlined above, remain unchanged
whoeverisinchargein Tehran.The
EUislikely to concentrate on them,
even if that would fall far short of

the aspirations to see ademocratic
change in Iran. The possible eleva-
tion of the current deputy foreign
minister and chief nuclear nego-
tiator Ali Bageri Kani to the posi-
tion of foreign minister may cause
some advances in reviving at least
some form ofanuclear agreement.
As to the presidential elections,
the mostlikely course of action for
the EU will be to wait and see and
then deal with whoever emerges
on the top, mindful of the fact that
in the Islamic Republic president
haslimited room in setting foreign
policy, with the final decisions to
betakenbythe Leader.

Thefull articlefirstappearedon
Responsible Statecraft.

Iran Daily

Martyr
President

29




Iran Daily

Special Issue

on Passing of
President Seyyed
Ebrahim Raisi and
his companions

30

Raisi protected
Iranians’
identity against
global tyrants

By Amirhossein Somali

Guestcontributer

Asinternationaltensions continuetorise and wewitnessvariousinternal

and external crises, itbecomesincreasingly evidentthatthemorelranians
achieve self-awareness, thelessvulnerablethey becometo colonial

exploitation inits many forms. This self-awareness can protecttheir

~

uman, material, andspiritualresources frombeing plundered. Dr. Mousa

ajafi, afull professorof political science at the Institute for Humanities
currently headsthis significant center for
umanities. One of his mostimportantprojectsis “Iranian Colonial Studies,”
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ignificant contributionsto theintellectual foundation ofthe Islamic

Revolutionthrough his noteworthy publications, such as “The Philosophy
oftheIslamicRevolution and Our Future,” “Constitutional Studies,”“The
istoryofPolitical DevelopmentsinIran,”and “The Postmodern Revolution
ion.”Inthisinterview, he elucidatestheimportance
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political system.

IRAN DAILY: The people of
Iran participated in the fu-
neral ceremonies for Pres-
ident Raisi and his other
martyred associates in their
millions. How do you inter-
pret this turnout? Why do
you think Ayatollah Raisi was
able toimmortalize hisname
inIranian history?
NAJAFI: I will answer your ques-
tion by citing an example from
Iranian history. There are several
similarities between Seyyed Ebra-
him Raisi and Mirza Taghi Khan-e
Farahani known as Amir Kabir,
one of the significant figures in
Iran’s history. One similarity in
their social standing is that both

J

individuals came from the lower
strata of society and rose through
theirinherent merit to accomplish
substantial foundational work
within approximately three years
of leadership. This includes the
implementation of a national and
indigenous economy, a principle
both firmly believed in. Another
similarity is that both were peo-
ple-oriented and deeply cared for
the public; they stood steadfast by
their beliefs until their last breath.
Ultimately, both were buried be-
side their revered leaders, one be-
side Imam Hussein (PBUH) and the
otherbeside Imam Reza (PBUH).

I provided this historical example
because I believe that understand-

ing history reveals the hidden
secrets of current politics. In my
opinion, what most closely con-
nects these two national heroes
and martyrsis theirindependence
from nefarious foreign policies
and, more importantly, their ef-
forts to cleanse Iran’s governance
from the waves of foreign deceit
and subversion.

Martyr Amir Kabir took the helm
of Iranian politics during Naser al-
Din Shah'’s era when the toxic rem-
nants of the Treaty of Turkmen-
chay had left Iran and its people
weak and suffering. He addressed
and resolved this sinister legacy of
foreign infiltration through his as-
tute policies.

On the other hand, our beloved
Ebrahim was able to confront
those who sought to demean the
body, soul, and identity of Iranians
in the face of tyranny. Thus, this
time, another son of Iran, in the
guise of a religious scholar, wisely
treated the woundsinflicted by the
poor governance of his predeces-
sors who sought to establish rela-
tions with the oppressors.

The last two hundred years of Ira-
nian history have consistently
shown that Iran’s true indepen-
dence shines brightly in the East,
thanks to men like Amir Kabir and
Raisi. As long as this land is rich
enough to nurture such men, for-
eign deceit and subservience will



find no foothold here. The emer-
gence of such stars in a nation’s
political firmament requires pure
soil enriched by the blood of its
martyrs like Amir Kabir and Raisi.

What is your definition of

Iran?
When we speak of Iran, we con-
sider several dimensions: a geo-
graphical Iran, which resembles a
catin shape; a political Iran, which
is larger and takes the shape of a
lion; and a cultural Iran, which is
as expansive as an elephant, ex-
tending to India and Tajikistan.
Furthermore, the Islamic Revolu-
tion hasadded anew dimension to
Iran, one that extends to virtually
all countries with a Shia presence.
The next circle encompasses the
Islamic world, including non-Shia
regions that have drawn closer to
us due to their shared enmity with
our greatestadversary, Israel.
In my view, the foundations of Ira-
nian identity are threefold: Shia
Islam, which has been particu-
larly significant since the Safavid
era; the Persian language; and the
country’s geography and history.
There is an often-overlooked as-
pect of [ran: the unique character-
isticof Shialslam being the majori-
tyreligionhere.
Two groups have resisted dis-
cussions on this topic. The first
group is the Pahlavis, who aimed

to revive pre-Islamic Iran. Their
ideological approach led them
astray, though pre-Islamic Iran
isareality worth acknowledging
initsownright, notin opposition
to Shia Islam. They feared an ac-
curate portrayal of Shia Islam.
The second group emerged as
post-revolution during the rise
of “Ummah-ism.” Some hesitat-
ed to address this topic, fearing
itmight create divisions or upset
Arab or Sunni brothers. This re-
luctance has allowed secular na-
tionalism to grow alongside the
Islamic Republic, which is dan-
gerous.

Shia Islam is the majority in coun-
tries like Iraq, Lebanon, Bahrain,
Yemen, Azerbaijan, and Kuwait,
but these nations have not estab-
lished a “Shia nation” as Iran has.
Unlike Iran, they do nothave a Shia
majority identity.

After the revolution, when the
idea of the “Ummah” (global Muslim
community) gained prominence,
some avoided discussing the sig-
nificance of Shia Islam to prevent
potential conflicts. However, thisis
crucial. Thenotionthatall Muslims
are equal has led some to adopt
an anti-nationalist Ummabh-ism,
which is the opposite extreme of
the Pahlavi view. Both perspec-
tives are marked by excess. Any
ideology, even Ummah-ism, must
have a starting point, and for us,
thatisIran.

The reluctance to discuss Shia Is-
lam properly stems from a fear of
causing division or offending Sun-
ni Arabs. However, failing to ad-
dress this has enabled secular na-
tionalism to grow in our country,
posing a significant risk. The reali-
tyisthatwhile Shialslamisthe ma-
jority in some countries, they have
not forged a Shia national identity
aslranhas.

Dowe owenation-building to

the Safavids or the Pahlavis?
We owe it to the Safavids. The
Pahlavi dynasty cannot be com-
pared to any other royal dynasty
in Iran because unlike the others
that naturally emerged, the Pahla-

vis were dependent from the start.
How can a dependent dynasty
build a nation? This element of de-
pendencyisevidentinthe grandfa-
ther, father, and even the grandson
ofthis family today.

What do you mean by a Shia
nation? You mentioned that
Azerbaijan also has a Shia
majority but has notbecome
a nation. What made Iran a
nation?
This process began during the Sa-
favid era when, through state ac-
tion, Shia Islam transformed into
a national identity in Iran. Some
may argue that the religious schol-
arswere notin charge at that time;
however, this does not negate the
fact. Ultimately, they engaged in
cooperation. Anything that hin-
ders the evolution and growth of
this nation-building process is
doomed to fail. Several forces ini-
tiated disruptions againstthis evo-
lution. One was Nader Shah Afshar,
who attempted to eliminate Shia
Islam.

How can we balance nation-

alismand Ummah-ism?
It’s a very difficult task. These two
concepts do not easily align and
there are inherent conflicts. Forin-
stance, even now, some within the
country question why we invest
somuch in other Islamic countries
thatareneitherIraniannorShia.In
my view, one figure who has suc-
cessfully maintained this balance
isQassem Soleimani.Hewasbotha
patriot and an international figure
ofresistance,aShiaand anIranian,
and everyone considered him one
of their own. He was an extraordi-
naryindividual.

So, reality surpasses theory

and we can observe it tangi-

bly?
Yes, it is tangible. Soleimani didn’t
invent anything; he discovered
that there is an inherent balance
within the Islamic Revolution.
More precisely, Soleimani wasn’t
an exceptional figure who justpre-
sented a balanced interpretation
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ofthe Revolution; he embodied the
Revolution itself. Anyone deviat-
ing from this balance faces difficul-
ties.

If we trace the process of na-
tion-buildingyoumentioned
through subsequent histori-
cal periods, we see this con-
cept manifesting in critical
moments such as colonial
encounters and invasions
from the north and south.
Based on this, when conflict
arose between colonial pow-
ers and Iran, which element
of Iranian identity did colo-
nialism most strive to elimi-
nate?
The first thing colonialism at-
tempts to do is to disrupt this bal-
ance. [t does not want this issue to
persist, as it is dangerous for colo-
nial powers. The balance between
identity and civilization is a threat.
Inthefaceofcolonialism,weseels-
lamic awakening, which is the root
ofthe Islamic Revolution.
Ateverystage ofcolonialintrusion,
there has been a corresponding
identity-based Islamic awakening,
showing that the Islamic commu-
nity is vibrant and resistant to ex-
ploitation. Unlike African or East
Asian societies, Iran’s Islamic soci-
ety is alive and responsive. When
enemies have invaded militarily,
therehasbeenamilitaryresponse;
when they have invaded cultural-
ly, the response has been cultural;
and when they have invaded polit-
ically, the response has been polit-
ical. Today, their incursion is civi-
lizational, encompassing military,
political, cultural, and economic
elements, with stronger software.
Consequently, the Islamicawaken-
ing’s response must also be civili-
zational.

Youviewhistoryasaseries of
“evolutionary ruptures” and
believe that Nader Shah and
Reza Shah created signifi-
cant breaks. Following them,
colonialism introduced a
second rupture, sustaining
its impact for 50 years until
thehistorical self-awareness

achieved through the Islam-
ic Revolution ended it. How-
ever, we must acknowledge
that colonialismafflicted Ira-
niansociety and continues to
evolve in new and complex
forms. In this context, how
should we understand this
phenomenon to prevent fur-
ther ruptures? How should a
historically self-aware Irani-
anconfrontit?
Ruptures are never absolute. Even
during the Pahlavi era’s disrup-
tion, there was continuity, and the
Shia community did not disinte-
grate. If we were to identify who
more astutely sought to destroy
thelraniannation,itwould be Reza
Shah. He aimed to eradicate reli-
gion, correctly understanding that
completing this task was essential
tocreatingarupture.
During Mohammad Reza Shah'’s
reign, the rupture was mainly po-
litical, with attempts toundermine
religion through cultural efforts.
However, both underestimated
the power of religion. They be-
lieved they couldreverse-engineer
the Safavid initiative and change
Iran’s religion. However, changing
a religion is not an easy task; it is
not something to be taken lightly.
Meanwhile, the clergy seized the
opportunity, preserving the reli-
giousaspectofsociety.
They thought they could impose a
secular interpretation of religion,
unaware that Shia Islam is con-
stantly evolving and regenerating.
Shia Islam is essentially a compre-
hensive movement, continuing its
work independently. They did not
anticipate that Shia Islam would
emerge so strongly and manifest
itself as a national revolution. Our
intellectuals also failed to under-
stand the people’strue nature.
The current Islamic movement
in Iran is entirely inspired by Shia
teachings, which enabled it to bal-
ance diverse opinions effectively.
Many Salafi movements are rooted
in Wahhabism, whereas ShiaIslam
in Iran sought to return to its prin-
ciples. Additionally, alongside the
jurisprudence and teachings of the
Ahl al-Bayt, we have philosophy,

mysticism, and Islamic civiliza-
tion. These elements combined to
shapeaunique movement.

Why has Iran, despite be-
ing one of the world’s major
powers at certain times, nev-
erbeenacolonialist?
Examining both ancient and mod-
ern history reveals that Iranians,
even when they were among the
world’s most powerful nations,
largely refrained from colonial-
ism and barbarism. Unlike many
empires, Iranian conquests sel-
dom left a legacy of poverty, ex-
ploitation, and savagery. In an-
cient times, Iran stood against the
colonial expansions of the Greeks
and Romans. During the 10th and
11th centuries, they opposed Por-
tuguese and Spanish aggressors.
In later centuries, they endured
much suffering at the hands of
Western imperialists, especially
the British. More recently, Iran has
been a staunch opponent of Amer-
ican bullying and excessive de-
mands, striving to remain a proud
and dignified nation. Thishasbeen
particularly evident through the
global revolution known as the Is-
lamic Revolution, which defends
the identity and character of Iran
and other Muslims.
The study of Iranian colonialism
encompasses the millennia-long
story of a nation that has neither
been a dominator nor submissive,
remaining vibrant and active to
this day. Consequently, the body
of work on Iranian colonial stud-
ies, and more specifically Iranian
Islamic colonial studies, seeks to
develop and evaluate a native per-
spective on this global phenome-
non. Colonial powers, alongside
their territorial conquests, focused
on eradicating the identities of
their colonies and imposing new
ones, marking a new era in their
global strategy. This included ef-
forts to globalize European lan-
guages, such as replacing Persian
with English in India and promot-
ing French in parts of the Mediter-
ranean and Asia. This focus should
not be confused with the natural
spread of some languages as the



scientific lingua franca; rather; it
underscores the critical role of ac-
ademicstudiesinthe processofco-
lonial domination.

In this context, the significant and
complex field of “Orientalism”
should not be overlooked. This
19th-century Western initiative
aimed to understand the East from
a Western perspective, portray-
ing Eastern peoples as primitive
and irrational. Such depictions
justified Western paternalistic
superiority and domination. This
perspective justified the supposed
need for entities like the East India
Company, symbolizing Western
superiority and the early efforts
of Orientalism. Consequently, the
implementation of colonialist ide-
ologies pushed the West forward
while keeping the East in a state
of backwardness. From this per-
spective, colonial studies, both
consciously and subconsciously,
can address one of the most criti-
cal questions for Eastern societies
regarding their relative underde-
velopment compared to Western
societies—a question that encom-
passes much of the Eastern identi-
tyand character.

Thus, understanding Iranian co-
lonialism can clarify why Iranians,
evenattheirmostpowerful, gener-
ally avoided colonial exploitation
and barbarity. The primary reason
for backwardness, stagnation, and
sometimes decline in various civil
sectors is the pervasive and perni-
cious phenomenon of colonialism.

What are the driving forc-
es behind the civiliza-
tion-building of Iranian
identity?
The identity that leads to our civi-
lization has two main pillars. The
firstpillarisbringingreligion from
the margins to the center, oppos-
ing secularism. Currently, the cler-
gy holds power, and the religious
fabric of society remains strong.

The Islamic Revolution has sig-
nificantly contributed to this. The
scholars of Qom, the Assembly of
Experts, religious teachings, and
the deep-rooted presence of Shia
Islam in Iranian society collective-
ly moved religion from the periph-
erytothe center. Although religion
was on the margins back then, it
had the power to critique the sta-
tus quo effectively. Consequent-
ly, the Shah felt compelled to visit
religious sites like Mashhad and
Mecca and support religious in-
stitutions. His father, who ignored
theseaspects,was quicklyrejected
by the people.

The social base of the revolution
started with small Quranic and re-
ligious gatherings. Initially, it began
in high schools and then spread to
universities. In Isfahan, teachers
were the leaders of the Revolution,
followed by merchants. Contrary to
communist narratives, the working
class and peasants were the last to
join. The cultural sector dominated
the Revolution because it was not
class-based. Workers showed their
support in the final years, mainly to
asserttheirlaborrights.

The second pillar is “resistance to
domination,” which has not devel-
oped asmuch as the first. Resisting
domination requires a deep un-
derstanding of colonialism. Today,
there are fair-minded research-
ers in the West documenting the
crimes of colonialism.

How do you evaluate the sta-

tus of the decolonization

movementintheworld?
A powerful decolonization move-
ment has emerged in the West.
Numerous associations have been
formed, and they are unwilling to
comply with colonial norms. Al-
though the decolonization move-
ment was initially dominated by
Marxists, today other academic
streams are also seriously ad-
dressing this issue. Half of our
recently published collection on
colonial studies is composed of
original works, while the other
half includes works by research-
ers in this field. Some books and
writings related to decolonization
are dominated by leftist perspec-
tives. However, thanks to extensive
scholarly efforts, the Islamic Revo-
lution hasreached alevel ofunder-
standing that allows us to view co-
lonialism independently without
beingaligned with eithertheleftor
theright.
SincethismovementisbasedinlIran,
we have named it “Iranian Colonial
Studies.” It seems we are at the be-
ginning of this journey and need to
mature further. Our focusis onfilling
a45-year gap in this field. There has
been significant neglect in this area,
andoneof ourtasksistomonitorthe
existingefforts. Wemustmakeevery
effort to thoroughly and compre-
hensively introduce and promote
the foundational aspects of Shia
identity withouthesitation.
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preS|dent develope
unbréakable bo
with masses

By Humaira Ahad

As fate would have it, the last pro-
vincial trip of the ‘People’s Presi-
dent), from the border region with
Azerbaijan to the northwestern
Iranian city of Tabriz, ended in his
martyrdom.
Thistimehereturnedhomeinacas-
ket draped in the flag of the Islamic
RepublicoflIran.

Visiting the late president’s house
to offer his condolences, the Leader
of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei commended
the tireless spirit of the deceased
soul.

“He told me, I returned from a tour
at 3 am and found it is not possible
to sleep here. In the morning there
was a stone-laying ceremony at
Karaj,” the Leadertold the bereaved
familymembers.

“He said, he went to Karaj the same
night and rested there for one or
two hours to feel fresh in the morn-
ing. He had returned from a twen-
ty-day tour. Allthiswork.”
President Raisi’s untimely and
tragic demise in a helicopter crash
in northwestern Iran, after inaugu-
rating a dam project on the border
with Azerbaijan, came as a shock to
alland sundry.

Apallofgloomdescendedonlranas
people took to the streets to mourn
theirbeloved president.
Announcing his death, Iran’s cab-
inet in a statement lauded the “in-
defatigable and hard-working
president” who made the “ultimate
sacrifice on the path of serving his
nation.”

President Raisi, true to his reputa-
tion, would always be seen among
people, traveling the length and
breadth of the country to meet or-
dinary Iranians and give a patient
hearingtotheir problems.

In his brief presidential stint, he
traveled nearly 40,000 km, cov-
ering all the provinces. His coun-
try-wide trips were mostly re-
served for Fridays. The dedicated
president preferred spending his
weekend among the masses, to be
acquainted with their issues and
consolidate his connection with
people.

Revolution on Raisi
“The simple lifestyle and minimum
formalities in the personal and

working behavior of the (Raisi) ad-
ministration, especially about the

president himself, is impressive to
me,’ the Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution said about the Iranian presi-
dentin August2023.

Ayatollah Khamenei always ac-
knowledged the tireless efforts of
President Raisi and his administra-
tion in improving the livelihood of
thepeopleoflran.
Inamessageissued onMay 20,aday
afterthefatalaircrashthatledtothe
death of the Iranian president and
his companions, including Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahi-
an, Ayatollah Khamenei described
Raisi as a hard-working cleric and
apopular president who dedicated
hislife to serving the people of Iran,
the country,and Islam.

“In this bitter tragedy, the Iranian
nation lost a warm-hearted, hum-
ble, and valued servant,” said the
Leader, adding that President Raisi
never took a break from work de-
spite facing criticism from ill-wish-
ers.

Ayatollah Khamenei regarded Rai-
si as a “dear and tireless leader”, a
phrase thathad never been used by
him for anyone before, showing the
admiration Leader had for his hard
workand integrity.

“Beloved President Raisi knew no
fatigue. In this painful incident, the
people of Iran have lost a sincere,
dedicated, and valuable servant.



For him, the well-being and satis-
faction of the people, reflecting di-
vine satisfaction, prevailed above
all,” the Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution said.

Ayatollah Khamenei further stated
that Martyr Ayatollah Raisi did not
distinguish between day and night
and worked round the clock in or-
dertoresolve people’sproblems.

Unbreakable connection
withpeople

After being elected as the President
of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
2021, Raisi started working tire-
lessly to improve economic condi-
tions, which were significantly af-
fected by the pandemic.

The devoted presidentwould travel
extensively even during the times
of COVID-19, visiting hospitals and
pharmacies. It was due to his gov-
ernment’s extensive efforts that
Iran was able to locally produce
COVID-19 vaccines to contain the
spread ofthe pandemic.

The country bypassed cruel and
illegal Western sanctions that hin-
dered the easy flow of medical sup-
plies, including lifesaving vaccines
toIran,duringthe pandemic.

As the President of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, Raisi abandoned all
the ceremonial protocols and aris-
tocratic approaches to work and

chose to walk among the ranks of
ordinarypeople.

During his time in office, he traveled
tothe far-flung parts of Iran. Accord-
ing to his close aides, the late pres-
ident believed that meeting people,
seeing their living conditions, and
talking to them were the prerequi-
sites to understanding their con-
cerns and grievances and then mak-
ingeffortstoresolve them.

In his interaction with people
during provincial trips or even
during his meetings in the capital,
the late president was known for
hishumilityand humbleness.
Mahmoud Gabarlo, an Iranian cin-
ema artist and film critic, wrote
about his meeting with President
Raisi at an Iftar dinner for artists
and cultural figures.

“Twice I was the guest of Mr. Raisi,
the late president. I participated
with a group of artists and writers.
My motive to accept the invitation
to these governmental parties was
to witness the President’s person-
al interaction with individuals be-
longing to the field of art and cul-
ture,” he stated.

“Regardless of my critical writ-
ings about the 13th government’s
policies in the field of culture and
art, especially cinema, I witnessed
PresidentRaisi’'shonestandbenev-
olent behavior with all the people

of culture and art whose spectrum
of thought was different from the
President. One can never forget his
warmand sincere greetings...”
Asanlranian, headded, itis “notpos-
sibleformetonotmournthepassing
away” of the president who “carried
the personal traits of compassion,
simplicity and sincerity while work-
ingforthe people ofthe country.”
Similar thoughts about the mar-
tyred president were echoed by
Syed Amir Meernaseri, a labor ac-
tivist working in Hapco, an Iranian
freightcompany.

“Ayatollah Raisi spoke very infor-
mally and softly to make us com-
fortable and lessen our hesitation.
He would bring himself to the level
of the workers so that the workers
open up and share their problems,”
hewasquotedassaying.

He said concern for the working
class was one of the important per-
sonality traits of thelate president.
Referring to the late president’s
diligence in solving the Hepco fac-
tory’s problems, Meerrnaseri said
Ayatollah Raisi “had been pursu-
ing Hepco's issues since he was the
head ofthejudiciary”
“PresidentRaisivisited usinthefac-
tory. His visit came as a pleasurable
shocktothe workers especially due
to the Presidential protocol which
hampers such visits due to securi-
ty concerns. The workers credited
thenon-closure ofthefactorytothis
high-ranking martyr;” he said.

“The day Ayatollah Raisi came to
the Hepco factory, hierarchically,
the CEO should have reported to
him, but he asked for us and we, the
ordinary workers reported to him.
The day we were called to his office,
all the governors and the ministers
were present in the meeting. The
President treated us with special
respect and made us feel at home.
Hemadesurethatwedonotconsid-
er ourselves strangers at the place
or feel any form of anxiety in the
presence of high-ranking officials,”
Meernaseri who had met the late
presidentatleast5timesadded.”

Colleaguespraise the
‘hard-working’ president

President Raisi, who served in dif-
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Billboards
across the
Iranian capital
hailthe late
Iranian president
as someone
who worked
indefatigably and
tirelessly for the
people of Iran,
a fitting tribute
tothe manwho
saw himself as
a mere ‘servant’
of the people
and described
his government
s "peoples
government’
During histhree
years in office,
President Seyyed
Ebrahim Raisi
earned respect
from people
for his people-
friendly approach
to governance
and for touring
almost every
provinceto
meet people
and personally
listen to their
grievances,
something that
had no parallel,
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ferent roles in the country’s judi-
ciary and rose through the ranks to
become the judiciary chief, was re-
vered by his colleagues for his hard
workand intellect.

Attending a memorial ceremony
for the late Iranian president, Aya-
tollah Abdol-Ali Gawahi, director of
political beliefs at the general head-
quartersofthelranian Armysaid he
worked for the deprived and never
showed any signs of exhaustion
and would always travel to solve the
problemsofthe people.

“His personality was generous and
hebelieved insimpleliving,” he was
quoted assaying.

Chief of Justice of Kerman Prov-
ince, Ebrahim Hamidi described
“people-oriented leadership” as
the principle characteristic of Pres-
identRaisi’s governance.

While offering condolences to the
people of Iran on the martyrdom of
the late president and his compan-
ions, Hamidi said he learned many
lessons from him, “The most im-
portant sign of his moral character
was a good relationship with peo-
pleandarevolutionary spirit.”
Commenting on Raisi’s tenure as
the chief justice of the country, Ha-
midi said one of his prime concerns
was to “alleviate people’s problems
through his people-oriented ap-
proach.”

“Ayatollah Raisialways emphasized
proper and direct communication
with the people and appeared as
a successful model in the arena of
human engagements. He always
advised the government officials
to respect and honor the common
masses,” he stated.

The judiciary official further said
that the concern for the people of
Iran could be seen in Raisi’s pro-
vincial trips as the president visit-
ed most impoverished areas of the

countrytomeetpeople.

“His presence on the ground during
times of crisis would provide a feel-
ingofreassurancetopeople.”

Dr. Muhammad Dostar, head of the
Guilan University in the northern
city of Rasht, considered Raisi as a
person “who believed in prioritiz-
ing Islamic ethics and morals in po-
litical activities.”

In an interview with ISNA news
agency, Dostar said Raisi “did not
adhere to the formalities that peo-
ple follow when appointed to a high
position.”

“Martyr Ayatollah was a leader of
the people. He was fully aware of
people’s issues as he would take
regular trips to different Iranian
states. He made sure that people’s
problems are followed till a solu-
tionisreached,” he stated.

The head of Guilan University stat-
ed that the late president had spe-
cialrespectforthe common masses
andtried tostayinformed aboutthe
issues that the people of the coun-
trywerefacing.

Raisiinherited austerity

In the past week, a video was doing
rounds on the internet that showed
thesimpledwellingofthelate presi-
dent’s mother, Seyedeh Esmat Kho-
dadad Hosseiniin the northeastern
city of Mashhad.

The octogenarian lives in a low-
er-middle-class neighborhood in
the holy city. Many of Hosseini’s
neighbors were unaware of her be-
ingthelate president’smotheruntil
the news of his martyrdom came
and people started flocking to the
house of the president’s mother to
offer condolences.

“President Raisi never came to vis-
it his mother’s house with his en-
tourage. He would often visit her
duringlatehourstoavoid trouble to

neighbors,” said a woman who has
known the family for decades.

The video went viral on social me-
dia with people praising the simple
lifestyle that the family practices.
Many netizens said that the mar-
tyred president inherited the aus-
tere way ofliving from hismother.
‘Watch on Enemy’, a page on X, was
all praise for the simplicity exhibit-
edbythe president’s family.

“This is not just a lesson for Iran
but for all of us, whether in Europe,
Pakistan, or anywhere else. This is
the house of the President of Iran’s
mother. Unlike some politicians
who fake poverty to win hearts,
President Raisi (r) never spoke
abouthispersonallife.”
Slammingthe Western propaganda
on Iran, FirstbloodHassouna also
praised thelate president,

‘They say, ‘the Iranian officials are
corrupt and multibillionaire west-
ern funded puppets. Iran Politics
Meanwhile, back to reality...the
house of the mother of the martyr
President Ibrahim Raisi in the city
of Mashhad.”

Margarita Barnard, a netizen com-
pared the late Iranian president
with Western heads ofthe state.
“Thisishow PresidentRaisiofIran’s
ownmotherlived. Apoorwomanso
unlike Western leaders he never
paid himselfahuge salary while his
people starved in a gutter. THAT’S a
trueleader...”
RosaRafiey,apeaceactivist,wasalso
impressed by the simple way of life
oftheIranian president’smother.
“All the economic power and facili-
ties of the country were at the dis-
posal of this honorable martyr as
the first executive person, but his
mother’'shousewassosimple. Rai-
si didn’t take anything for herself
[himself], unlike many other pres-
identsintheworld. Divineman.”
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28 foreign trips
in 34 months

ran’s President Ebrahim Raisi servedfor 1,019 days from August 3,

021, toMay 20,2024. On his final working trip, he met with Azerbaijani
PresidentIlham Aliyev to inaugurate the “Qiz Qalasi”dam on theIran
Azerbaijan border. Tragically, he was martyred upon returning dueto a

elicoptercrash.

eyyed Ebrahim Raisiundertookatotal of 28 foreigntripsto 23

countries. During this period, he traveled twice to Tajikistan, Russia,
urkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and the United Nations. The travelrecord o,
he eighth President of the Islamic Republic ofIran clearly indicates that
is foreign policy priorities were focused on strengthening cooperation
withneighboring countries, particularly thosein Central Asia.
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Tajikistan ke SNl urkmenistan (e NIRUSSIa (First Trip) [N

Ebrahim Raisi’s first foreign Three months later, in De- Raisi’s first trip to Russia took place
trip was to Tajikistan in Sep- cember 2021, he traveled to onJanuary 19-20,2022. During this
tember, exactlyonemonthafter Ashgabat, the capital of Turk- visit, he met with Vladimir Putin in
the presidential elections. This menistan. On the sidelines of Moscow, discussing a wide range
trip resulted in the signing of the ECO summit, a trilateral of economic cooperation in energy,
eight cooperation documents gas swap agreement was banking, transit, and security sec-
between the two countries and signed, valued at 1.5 to 2 bil- tors. Three months later, on Febru-
the significant achievement of lion cubicmetersofgasannu- ary 21-22, he visited Qatar, where
Iran’s permanent membership ally, facilitating the transfer the discussion on the Gas Exporting

in the Shanghai Cooperation of gas from Turkmenistan to Countries Forum highlighted there-
Organization. Azerbaijanvialran. gion’ssignificance.

. J . J . Y,
Oman b ~ . ~
Three months later, on May Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan were the next destinations of Raisi’s for-
23, 2022, Raisi visited Oman, eign trips. He visited Turkmenistan on June 29, 2022, and on September
another Gulf country. During 15 of the same year, he traveled to Uzbekistan for the second time in less
this visit, he referred to Sultan than a year since the beginning of his presidency to participate in the
Haitham bin Tariq Al Said of Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) summit, highlighting the im-
Oman as a sincere and reliable portance of strengthening cooperation with northern neighbors. During
friend of Iran and discussed this trip, Iran’s full membership in the SCO was officially announced. He
with economic stakeholders held 11 meetings with the leaders of Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Chi-
ways toresolve tradeissues be- na, Turkey, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, and the Prime Ministers of India and
tween the two countries. Pakistan, resultingin the signing of various cooperationagreements.

. 2 J

FirsttriptoNewYork g ~N

Two days after concluding
this regional tour, on Septem-
ber 18, 2022, Raisi traveled to
New York for the first time to
attend the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly. During this trip,
he met with the Presidents of
France, Switzerland, Finland,
Serbia, Bolivia, Zimbabwe, and
the Prime Ministers of Japan,
Pakistan, Lebanon, Iraq, and
Armenia. In his speech at the
77th UN General Assembly, he
protested the assassination of
“Martyr Qasem Soleimani” by
holding up his photograph and
emphasized the failure of West-

. i & Martyr
t tlran. a3 m i
iern sanctionsagainstIran ) PrQS|dent
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The next trip of the late Raisi, the deceased Raisi’slastforeign tripin 2022 was to China, Iran’slarg-
President of Iran, was 22 days after his New est trading partner. On February 13, 2023, he went to
York visit to Kazakhstan, a northern neighbor Beijing for a three-day visit. During this trip, 20 coop-
oflran.Duringthistrip, he metwith the Emir of eration documents and memoranda of understanding
Qatar and the President of Azerbaijan, telling were signed in various fields including crisis manage-
[Tham Aliyev that Iran was ready to use its ca- ment, information and communication technology,
pacity to resolve conflicts between Azerbaijan media, trade, intellectual property, cultural heritage,
and Armenia. and crisismanagement.

. 2 J

On May 2,2023, the late Pres-
ident of Iran traveled to Da-
mascus, the capital of Syria,
and met with Bashar al-As-
sad. This was the first visit by
anlIranianpresidentsince the
Syrian war crisis. During this
visit, 14 cooperation docu-
ments were signed in various
fields such as oil and energy,
trade, and facilitating pil-
grimage affairs between the
two countries.

. - Y,
Second tripsto Tajikistan and Uzbekistan ~

On November 8-9, 2023, the Iranian President made his second visits to Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, partic-
ipating in the 16th ECO Summit in Tashkent, Uzbekistan’s capital. He emphasized Iran’s determination to
mobilize more resources and energy to enhance cooperation within the ECO framework.

SaudiArabia [

One of the most significant foreign trips
of the late Raisi in 2023 was his historic
visit to Saudi Arabia after seven years, fa-
cilitated by China’s mediation. On Novem-
ber 11, he traveled to Riyadh to attend an
emergency meeting ofthe Organization of
Islamic Cooperation on the Gaza conflict.
During this visit, he met with Saudi Crown
Special Issue  prince Mohammed bin Salman, where
on Passing of  poth parties emphasized the develop-

President Seyyed  ment of bilateral relations between Iran
Ebrahim Raisi and  3ndSaudiArabia.

his companions
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On December 7, 2023, Rai-
si made his second visit to
Moscow, the capital of Rus-
sia. During his meeting with
Vladimir Putin, he stated,
“Iran and Russia have good
cooperation in energy, agri-
culture, and scientific activ-
ities, and further significant
steps can be taken.” Raisi
added that the Israel-Hamas
war is a challenge for all hu-
manity and that the bombing
of Gaza must be stopped im-
mediately. Putin announced
that the volume of economic
exchanges between the two
countries had reached $5 bil-

lion.
. Y,
Turkey L Algeria b
The next trip for the Iranian President was Raisi’slastforeigntripin 2023 was to Algiers, the capital
to Ankara, the capital of Turkey. On Decem- of Algeria. During this visit, he participated in the meet-
ber 24, 2023, Raisi traveled to Turkey, where ing of the Gas Exporting Countries Forum and met with
10 cooperation documents were signed be- theleaders of Qatar, Tunisia, Mozambique, Irag, and Bo-

tween Tehran and Ankara. livia.

Pakistan ke

Raisi’s first foreign trip in 2024 was to Pakistan. From April 22 to 24, he visited Islamabad, followed by visits
to the cities of Lahore and Karachi. During this trip, eight cooperation documents were signed, envisioninga
trade volume of $10 billion between the two countries, with an emphasis on securing the borders.

SriLanka SNl ran-Azerbaijan border Lo

On April 24,2024, the Iranian President traveled from In his final working trip, Raisi visited the
Pakistan to Sri Lanka for his last foreign trip, aimed Iran-Azerbaijan border and met with Azerbai-
at economic development with East Asian countries. jani President Ilham Aliyev at the zero point N
During this one-day visit, he participated in the in- border along the Aras River. During the cere- _
auguration ceremony of the multi-purpose Uma Oya mony, hestated, “The Qiz QalasiDamisasymbol
Dam and Power Plant project alongside Sri Lankan ofregional developmentand a testament to the
President Ranil Wickremesinghe, marking one of determination ofthe two countriesand peoples Martyr
Iran’s major engineeringservice exportprojects. oflranand Azerbaijan to expand cooperation.” .
J . _/ President
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Inthis ! B
illustration, Iran's
late president
Ebrahim Raisi
(L) is seen
alongside

his Chinese

- Recognizing Raisi's
stellar contribution
to China-Iran
friendship

ByHannan Hussain
Scholar

<)

nMay 20, Iranian officials confirmed President Ebrahim Raisi’s
tragicdeathin a helicopter crashinthe northwestern EastAzerbaijan
province.
tmarksthedeparture of apolished statesman. Raisi helped guard
Y EI RIS Tehran against external interference while deepening its pragmatic
T[N illrelations within and beyond the Middle East. In China, he will be
L [ | ISTARYY Bl remembered as a dependable friend who brought two strategic

Ebrahim Raisi and R Ed: R A LR R A e L T
QIER LU SRl erits profound recognition for several reasons.
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LookatRaisi’slandmark visit to Chi-

na early last year. He worked with
China to expand multisector en-
gagement through a dozen coopera-
tion documents. In the same year; bi-
lateral trade clocked an impressive
$14.6 billion. Expanding coopera-
tion in agriculture, trade, tourism,
healthcare,and energyunderscored
a deeper commitment to upgrading
Iran’scomprehensive strategicpart-
nershipwith China.

Raisi concretized and commu-
nicated that understanding in
his exchange with Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping last year, sending
a powerful message on long-term
priorities. “Iran’s commitment
to deepening and upgrading the
Iran-China comprehensive strate-
gic partnership is unswerving and
will not be affected by any changes
in the international and regional
situation,” he affirmed.

Going forward, that sense of resil-
ience carries profound meaning
for Chinese-Iranian ties. Despite
threats of rising unilateralism,
unwarranted sanctions, and re-
curring conflicts in the Middle
East, China-Iran relations under
Raisi set a powerful example for
common development and world
peace. Tehran amply reciprocated
Beijing’s willingness to implement
their 25-year comprehensive co-
operation plan and embraced im-
portant strides across the energy,
trade,and infrastructure sectors.
On the multilateral front, China
and Iran’s support for regional di-
plomacy and economic develop-

ment remains another hallmark,
given Tehran’s full-member entry
into the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganizationand BRICS.

In Raisi’s own words, multilater-
alism is a principal “guarantee for
realizing justice”. As such, the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) scored
tangible dividends for the people
of Iran during his tenure, reflect-
ing high-level engagements to
support Iran in developing ports,
railroads, and other long-term in-
frastructure.

China is also seen as a pivotal con-
tributor to Iran’s future develop-
ment endeavors, including the
production of 15,000 megawatts
of renewable power, high-speed
transitprojects,and otherbig-tick-
et connectivity pursuits. All this
speaks to the deepening spirit of
win-win cooperation under Raisi
with the second-largest economy.
Iran continues to enjoy a unique
geographical position and status
under the BRI framework, and the
late president’s legacy of strategic
engagementleaves ample ground-
work for his successor tobuild on.
Looking ahead, Iran’s political
structure will endure in the face
of difficulties. Iran’s interim Pres-
ident Mohammad Mokhber is
in charge until an election is held
within 50 days, and Tehran’s for-
eign policy priorities — including
towards China — will reflect conti-
nuity for several reasons.

First, it is the nature of Raisi’s rule
itself: His leadership achieve-
ments were popular among Irani-

an conservatives and the religious
elite, and bolstered his prospects
ofre-election.

Among those achievements was
the historic China-brokered Sau-
di-Iranian agreement. It helped
shoreup commonground between
two major Middle Eastern powers
and proved that diplomacy could
trump deep-seated historical di-
visions. Future progress on recon-
ciliation is likely to propel China
and Iran’s pursuit for enhanced
“regional and international peace
and security” in a region facing re-
curring conflicts.

Second, the China-assisted Sau-
di-Iranian detente served as a
powerful endorsement of Raisi’s
foreign policy of building trust in
neighbors. That vision stands to
strengthen as Iran eyes further
opening up and constructive en-
gagementinthe Middle East.
Moreover, Iran’s Leader Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei has also de-
clared Tehran’s ingress into key
multilateral groupings as a “very
good achievement”. Thus, Beijing’s
support for Tehran’s regional inte-
gration will continue to benefit the
broader vision behind Raisi’s for-
eignpolicyvision.

In conclusion, Raisi’s statesman-
ship had a remarkable impact at
the domestic, regional, and inter-
nationallevels.Itsuccessfullyrein-
forced China-Iran ties as catalysts
for peace, common development,
and win-win diplomacy.

Thearticlefirstappeared on CGTN.
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Role of Iran’s late
president, foreign

minister in Palestine

Journalist, writer

ran’s president Ebrahim Raisi and foreign minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian will bereplaced following their shock helicopter crash
deaths inthe Varzeghanregion.
While Iranians pouredto the streets in their millions across the country
to mourn thepassing ofthe two, along with other senior officials, and the
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) held a moment of silence, their
records onthe question of Palestine are of greatimportance to highlight.
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Iran’s late president
Ebrahim Raisi (C) meets
with Palestinian resistance
leaders, commanders, and
intellectuals in the Syrian
capital, Damascus, on
May 4, 2023, while foreign
minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian is sitting to
Raisi's immediate left.

Ebrahim Raisi (1960-2024)
Born in the Iranian city of Mash-
had, a key religious location in the
country and home to the Imam
Rezashrine, Ebrahim Raisi was ed-
ucated fromaround theageof15at
the renowned Qom religious sem-
inary and went on to study under
severalimportantIslamicscholars
ofthetime.

A child of a clerical family, Raisi
would join the protests that cul-
minated in the birth of the Islamic
Revolution in 1979 when the Ira-
nian people overthrew the UK-US-
installed dictator, Shah Moham-
mad Reza Pahlavi.

Whatis often not pointed outis the
centrality of the Palestinian cause
to the popular revolt that over-
threw the tyrannical Iranian mon-
arch, not only in terms of the ref-
erences made to Palestine within
the revolutionary movement itself
but also in terms of the Palestine
Liberation Organization’s training
ofgroups ofrevolutionaries.
Receiving his doctorate in Islamic
Jurisprudence and Law at the Sha-
hid Motahari University, Ebrahim
Raisi would quickly be promoted,
aged 25, to be the deputy prosecu-
tor of Tehran.

Inside Iran, while there were a
range of opposition parties and
individual voices against him, he
was seen in much of the country
as a man of the people who would
travel frequently to the poorest ar-
eas of the nation. For this reason,
many speculated that he would
potentially be in line to replace
Iran’s Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei.

When elected to power in 2021,
Ebrahim Raisi ran as a religiously
conservative candidate and won
on a platform of economic reform.
In Western media he was labeled
a “hardliner” or “conservative”,
which had to do mostly with two
key aspects of his orientation as
a politician, his foreign policy ap-
proachand hisreligiousapproach.
The term conservative in Iran is
only befitting to the religio-so-
cial aspect, however, as those de-
scribed with the term often pursue

socialist economic policies and
havelittle to do with conservatives
inthe West.

On the foreign policy front, Ebra-
him Raisi was focused on an “East-
ernpivot”,leavingbehind attempts
to align Iran with the West. This
meant building on Tehran’s ties
with Moscow and Beijing and join-
ing the BRICS economic alliance
and the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganisation (SCO).

The other key aspect of Iran’s new
foreign policywasadoptingamore
resolute stance towards the issue
of regional resistance to Israel and
UShegemony.

Iran, under Raisi, would focus on
developing a stronger deterrence
equation when it came to their
“shadow war” with the Israelis.
Tehran also advocated more fre-
quently on behalf of the Palestin-
ian people, developed its rela-
tionship with Hamas further, and
sought to combat the US-planned
Saudi-Israeli normalization deal
thatbecame a primary foreign pol-
icy goaluntil October 7.

After October 7, Ebrahim Raisi
was the most resolutely pro-Pal-
estinian voice at the Arab-Islamic
summit that was triggered by the
war in Gaza, calling on all nations
involved tosanction Israel for their
crimes against the Palestinian
people and spoke in support of the
armed struggle against the occu-
pation.

It was also under president Rai-
si’s rule that the Islamic Republic
launched its first-ever direct at-
tack against Israel from Iranian
territory, which cameinretaliation
for Israel having bombed the con-
sular segment of Iran’s embassy in
Damascus, Syria.

Throughout the war on Gaza, Iran
has been one of the most vocal
states against Israel’s genocide
and has advanced its confronta-
tional approach to Israel, whereby
it coordinates with its allies Hez-
bollah, the PMU, and Ansarullah
to aid the Palestinian resistance in
Gaza.

During president Raisi’'s last
speech, delivered in Azerbaijan,
he turned his attention to the is-

Iran Daily

Martyr
President

15




Iran Daily

Special Issue

on Passing of
President Seyyed
Ebrahim Raisi and
his companions

46

Atruck is carrying the coffin
of the late Iranian president
Ebrahim Raisi during

a funeral in downtown
Tehran, Iran, on May 22,
2024.

sue of Palestine and highlighted its
uniting force between the people
of Iran and Azerbaijan, declaring
that “the Palestinian cause stands
asthe foremostissue of the Islamic
world.”

an (1964-2024)

Born in the city of Damghan, Hos-
sein Amir-Abdollahian began his
career by receiving a PhD in In-
ternational Relations from The
University of Tehran. He went on
to build significant relationships
throughout West Asia and would
first take on government roles
when Ali Larijani was the speaker
oftheIranian Parliament.

Hossein Amir-Abdollahian then
became the Secretary-General of

the Permanent Secretariat of the
International Conference in Sup-
portofthe Palestinian Intifada, be-
fore becoming Managing Director
ofthe ‘Palestine Strategic Dialogue
Quarterly’, where he would serve
asthelead editor.

He was also known for his close re-
lationship with formerleadingIra-
nian General Qassem Soleimani, of
the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps’s elite Quds Force. This re-
lationship is said to have stemmed
from Amir-Abdollahian’s role at
the Foreign Ministry as an Iraq
expert, following the toppling of
Saddam Hussein by the US mili-
tary. When General Qassem Solei-
mani was designated the head of
the Quds Force, it was said they
would meettodiscusskeyregional

issues.

General Qassem Soleimani, who
was assassinated in Baghdad by a
USdronestrikein 2020, is credited
with having helped the Palestin-
ian resistance develop strategies
in order to effectively fight the Is-
raeli military, the most prominent
of which is said to be his role in
the construction of the elaborate
system of tunnels under the Gaza
Strip.

Hossein Amir-Abdollahian was
also a professor at the Iranian For-
eign Ministry’s School of Interna-
tional Relations and had occupied
the position of deputy foreign min-
ister, during the government of
former president Hassan Rouhani.
Hereportedlyhadafallingoutwith
the serving foreign minister at the



time, Javad Zarif, due to disagree-
ment on the direction of Iran’s for-
eignpolicy.

When Amir-Abdollahian became
Iranian foreign minister in 2021,
with the election of the Raisi govern-
ment, he was presented throughout
Western media as a “hardliner” on
foreignpolicyissues.

A stern advocate of the Palestinian
cause, he was viewed as posing a
special threat to Israel and US re-
gional ambitions, as he was known
to be dedicated to the idea of what
Iran calls its “Axis of Resistance”.
He had been involved in various
meetings with the likes of Hezbol-
lah Secretary-General Seyyed Has-
san Nasrallah and had long known
leaders within the Palestinian re-
sistancetoo.

ContributingtopresidentEbrahim
Raisi’s approach, which was stern-
ly in favor of ditching the West and
building ties throughout the Glob-
al South, in addition to Russia and
China, he s credited with playing a
pivotal role in the rapprochement
between Saudi Arabiaand Iran.
When the war in Gaza began,
Amir-Abdollahian indicated that
there is a chance Iran could be
drawn into the conflict if Israel
launched a ground invasion of the
besieged coastal enclave. Then, on
October 14, he met with the polit-
ical leader of Hamas, Ismail Hani-
yeh,in Doha.

In November, he also set up a
meeting between Hamas politbu-
ro member Khalil Al-Hayya, the
Secretary-General of Hezbollah

Seyyed Hassan Nasrallah, and
Palestinian Islamic Jihad’s Secre-
tary-General Ziad al-Nakhaleh in
Lebanon. He traveled to Lebanon a
number of times during the war to
coordinate with the Lebanese and
Palestinianresistance factions.
Hamas described both Raisi and
Amir-Abdollahian by stating that
“these leaders supported the le-
gitimate struggle of our people
againstthe Zionistentity, provided
valued support to the Palestinian
resistance, and made tireless ef-
fortsinsolidarityand supportinall
forums and fields for our people in
the steadfast Gaza Strip during the
Battle of Al-AgsaFlood”.

The full article first appeared on The Pales-

tine Chronicle.
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Russia transmits love
beams to post-Raisi Iran

By Samuel Ramani

Founderof Pangea Geopolitical Risk

The May 19 death of Iran’s president Ebrahim Raisiin a helicopter crash

represented a damaging blow for the country’s hardliners, following the

assassination of several senior military leadersin recent months. For|

Russia, it meanttheloss of aleading international ally.

The Kremlinis acutely aware of its dependence on Iranian expertise

as perhaps the world’s most successful sanctions evader, as an

unquestioning transporter of Russian goods through its warm water

ports,and as a supplier of military supplies. Any change in approach
would likely have an outsize influence on Russia’s war against Ukraine.
tisimportantthat, ata minimum, Tehran feels Russia’s lovein moments

of crisis.

So, the deaths of Raisi and foreign
minister Hossein Amir-Abdolla-
hian in hills near the border with
Azerbaijan were greeted with de-
spondence and publiclamentation
from the Kremlin. Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin sent condo-
lences to Iran’s Leader Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei and lionized
Raisi as a true friend. Memorials
to the Iranians appeared in Kazan,
the capital of the Muslim-majority
region of Tatarstan.

These outward displays of grief
were paired with predictions of
enduring cooperation. State Duma
International Affairs Committee
Chairman Leonid Slutsky argued
that Russia-Iran cooperation was
“on the rise” and predicted collab-
oration on major infrastructure
projects. Former Russian ambas-
sador to Iran Levan Dzhagaryan
emphasized that Tehran's foreign
policy orientation is determined
by Iran’sleader.

Is the Kremlin’s outward confi-
dence in Russia-Iran cooperation
justified?

Mostly yes. Raisi’s death removes
one of the most fervent champi-
ons of Russia-Iran cooperation
from the arena. His close rela-
tionships with Russian officials
predate his ascension to the
presidency in 2021. During the
2017 Iranian presidential elec-
tion campaign, which saw Raisi
emerge as then-president Hassan
Rouhani’s hardline rival, Raisi
met Tatarstan’s President Rustam
Minnikhanov, a leading Putin sur-
rogate in the Islamic world. The
meeting fueled speculation thathe
was Russia’s preferred candidate.
Raisi’s steadfast emphasis on
Iran’s partnerships with the so-
called Global South and anti-West-
ern foreign policy outlook made
him areliable partner for Moscow.
His appointment of Amir-Abdol-
lahian as foreign minister was

also welcomed 