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Raisi cements regional ties,
economic gains follow
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ranian foreign policy took a decisive turn underthelate president|

brahim Raisi, who zeroedin on fostering relations with neighboring
countries. Inrecentyears, there has been a flurry of diplomatic activity

etween Iranian officials and their counterpartsintheregion, who

ave beenrubbing elbows frequently. The frequency and intensity o

hesediplomaticinteractions drive hometheimportance ofregional
cooperation forIran’s foreign policy agenda.

ran Daily conducted an interview with Seyyed Reza Sadrolhosseini,
aregional affairs expert, to discuss the effectiveness of this foreign
policy and shed light on the driving forces behind the government’s

commitmentto building strong regional alliances.

IRAN DAILY: What national
and regional factors influ-
enced the decision by the
government of president
Raisi to prioritize relations
with neighboring countries?
SADROLHOSSEINI: For any na-

play arole asitemphasizes the im-
portance of forming strong bonds
between Tehran and its predom-
inantly Muslim neighbors. Addi-
tionally, Iran’s constitution and
the recommendations of the late
founder and the current leader of
the Islamic Republic strongly en-
courageregional cooperation.
With this in mind, president Rai-
si shifted the focus of his govern-
ment’s foreign policy to tackling
shared challenges and bolstering
economicrelations withneighbor-
ing countries. Over the past three
years, both the late president and
the late foreign minister diligent-
ly pursued this approach, reaping
significantrewardsandsolidifying
the foundation for continued col-
laboration.

Could you provide striking
examples of accomplish-

ments stemming from the
policy of strengthening rela-
tions with neighboring coun-
tries?
First off, significant strides were
made inresolving misunderstand-
ings and differences with certain
neighboring countries, which
were previously fueled by external
influences.
Secondly, a major diplomatic
breakthrough was achieved with
the normalization of ties between
Tehran and Riyadh, a crucial play-
er in the region, the Islamic world,
and the Arab sphere. This rap-
prochement has paved the way for
further diplomaticsuccesses.
Thirdly, economic relations with
neighboring nations have seen
marked improvements during the
pastthreeyears. As per official sta-
tistics, Iran’s exports to its neigh-
bors jumped by 30%, and overall
trade relations witnessed a 36%
uptickinthe firsttwoyearsofpres-
identRaisi’stimein office.
Another feather in the cap of this
policy is the masterful handling of
the Iran-Azerbaijan crisis. Even
though an individual attacked the
Baku embassy in Tehran for per-
sonal reasons, we witnessed a re-
ductionindiplomatictiesbetween
the two countries. Meanwhile,
some countries tried to overem-

phasize the border challenges,
even expecting the two Muslim
countries to go to war with each
other.

However, the government of the
late president and his diplomatic
apparatus skillfully de-escalat-
ed tensions between Tehran and
Baku. The case in point is the fact
that the very last trip of the late
president and foreign minister be-
fore their tragic air accident was
taken to inaugurate a large joint
dam on the Aras River. As another
testament to the strengthened re-
lations, the reopening of the Azer-
baijani Embassyin Tehranis onthe
horizon.

Adding to this list of accomplish-
ments, we can highlight the res-
olution of challenges with Iran’s
eastern neighbors, particularly Af-
ghanistan. Relations between Iran
and Afghanistan had hit rock bot-
tom due to US interference during
Ashraf Ghani’s government. How-
ever, ties have since bounced back,
with Iran’s exports to Afghanistan
experiencingasubstantialboost.
Iran’s readiness to engage in dia-
logue and address disputes over
maritime borders and joint ener-
gy fields with countries such as
Kuwait should also be recognized
as another triumph of the gov-
ernment’s neighborhood policy.



