Breaking23-year-oldrecord O

A closer inspection of the surge in
the production and sales of cinemat-
ic works over the past two to three
years proves the aptitude of Raisi’s
government for navigating a steady
course away from excitement, ulti-
mately surpassing several historical
records that had stood for several
yearsprior. Thisuptickinviewership
andsaleshadrippleeffects, elevating
the production and filmmaking pro-
cesses throughout the country, and
boosting the economic livelihood
of nearly 17,000 who depend on
the cinematic industry. The govern-
ment’'s management of the cinema
wasabletousherinrecord-breaking
saleswithoutcrossingboundaries.
The pinnacle of this record-break-
ing movie sales streak was in the
Iranian calendar year 1402 (ended
March 19, 2024). Deemed a pivotal
marKker in the national film industry,
the number of moviegoers in 1402
surpassed the previous 23 years,
shattering multiple records. Riding
on this wave, Iranian cinema sales
soaredto 1,216 billion Tomans (over
$20million).

In conjunction with building con-
fidence with the specialized com-
munity of artists, particularly in the
realm of cinema, Raisi’s government
recognized the vital importance of
earning the support of the nation.
The diverse range of artists whose
works were featured at various fes-
tivals in the past three yearsis indic-
ative of the government’s ability to
strike a healthy balance between

these two key constituencies. One
significant example that epitomized
this approach was the meeting held
on March 15, 2024, in which the de-
ceased president met with artists
from a variety of fields including po-
etry, cinema, calligraphy, music, and
literature. In his speech, he regarded
cultural capability as a pivotal ele-
ment of national power, akin to de-
fense and economic capabilities. He
stressed theimportance ofgivingthe
country’s art and culture scene the
attentionitdeserves.

What provides further evidence of
this confidence of the art body with
president Raisi and his government
are the messages and interviews of
artists and actors published on the
occasion of the president’s tragic ac-
cident.

For example, Pouran Derakhshan-
deh, a renowned screenwriter and
director,commented, “Iwas touched
bytheirmartyrdom. Whathappened
isnotgood atall. This eventwill have
many (negative) psychological ef-
fectsonpeople.lamsorryand affect-
ed by this tragedy; In the past years,
there have been bitter incidents in
which we have lost some officials.
However, this bitter incident left us
inawe.”

Ebrahim Hatamikia, another promi-
nent cinema director, added his own
voice to the collective outpouring
of grief, writing: “On the last day of
Ordibehesht (the second Iranian
calendar month), when the news
of the martyrdom of Ayatollah Rai-

si and his accompanying team was
published, our hearts trembled and
we were stunned. Today, we saw one
ofthe mostbitter events in the histo-
ry of this land and we whispered to
ourselves, ‘Inna Lillahi wa innailayhi
raji'un’ (meaning ‘Indeed, we belong
to Allah, and indeed, to Him we re-
turn.).l offer my condolences forthis
heartbreaking, bitter, and terrible
incident. Itis hoped that this critical
phase will pass with peace and unity
inline with the interests and expedi-
ency of dear Iran,away from political
andfactionaldifferences.”

Alirum Nouraei, a film and television
actor, also wrote: “I offer my condo-
lences to the noble people of Iran for
the martyrdom of the revolution-
ary president Ayatollah Raisi and
their honorable companions, and I
pray for the survivors’ patience and
health fromthe one Allah.”

Alongside the aforementioned
points, the previous government’s
accomplishments in the realm of
art include the establishment of
231 movie theaters across various
provinces of the country. Moreover,
the simultaneous strengthening of
the private sector while preserv-
ing governmental capacities in the
film industry can be considered
another hallmark of managerial
performance during this period.
The government’s commitment to
supporting the private sector was
evident in the impressive sales fig-
ures of private sector films and their
substantial presencein film festivals.

Musicrhythm was fast

A noteworthy accomplishment of president Raisi’s
government was attaining a balanced frequency of
monthly concerts across the nation. Regardless of
genre, which encompassed pop, traditional, and re-
gional music, these concerts facilitated the establish-
mentofculturalequity throughoutthe country.People
living in provinces outside the capital were afforded
the opportunity to attend live performances by their
favorite singers, leveling the playing field in terms of
accessibility. This recalibration translated into an av-
erageof 500 monthlyconcertsnationwide,drawingan
audience of approximately one million people based
ontheaverage capacity ofthe performance venues.

From several perspectives, the aforementioned con-
cert frequency can be considered a significant devel-
opment: Firstly, the number of monthly concerts has
never reached this level in recent years, demonstrat-

inganunprecedentedlevel of cultural activity. Second-
ly, never before in recent times have all the provinces
ofthe country enjoyed equal access to diverse musical
performances. Finally, the enthusiasm for concerts
in the past never translated into such a substantial
monthly audience, highlighting an overall growth in
culturalengagement.

Contrary to the forebodings of some at the onset of
president Raisi’s tenure, his administration did not
usherinaneraofculturalisolationismand censorship,
as many had feared. Rather; his three-year record re-
veals a commitment to elevating the significance of
cultureand artinbothrhetoricand action. Tothatend,
Raisi and his administration actively encouraged the
stewards of these fields to actualize planned initia-
tives, resultinginamorevibrantand accessible cultur-
allandscape.
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