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Art of I"isteni

By Mohammad Reza Bahonar

There are reasons behind his pop-
ularity. In the position of a presi-
dent, he was not a man who would
justsit at his desk and give orders.
He knew the art of “listening well”.
He listened to the problems of
the villagers living along the bor-
ders as well as economic activists
whose factories shut down due to
economicproblems.

His main concerns were the coun-
try’s economic prosperity and re-
solving the people’s woes. That’s
why, during his presidency and
also when he was the chief of the
country’sjudiciary,one of his main
concerns was the reopening of
companies and factories that were
shut down due to various prob-
lems.

He was ever seeking to bring
Iranians more satisfaction.
That's why the late president

insisted on making provin-
cial trips to be closely aware
of the problems and demands
of the people in all parts of the
country.

During his short tenure, fine plans
were implemented in the country
to improve infrastructure, espe-
ciallyinthe financialand economic
fields. Although the president did
not tie the country’s economy to
foreign policy, he used diplomacy
toboostthe country’seconomy.
By adopting an informed strategic
policy, he managed to improve re-
lations with Iran’s neighbors and
develop economic cooperation.
However, his government’s for-
eign policy was not limited to the
improvement of relations with
neighbors.

Under his presidency, Iran also
joined two important interna-
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tional organizations, namely the
Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion and BRICS, a group of emerg-
ingeconomies.

Following Sunday’s tragic inci-
dent, condolence messages flood-
ed in from many countries and
international bodies. The declara-
tion of national mourning in sev-
eral countries further proved how
much the late Iranian president
and his foreign minister were well-
knownandloved across the world.
The loss of this beloved president is
alossforthe IslamicRepublicofIran
andits people. But, due to prior chal-
lenging experiences, people’s sup-
port, and the Leader’s prudence, the
Establishmenthasbecomesostrong
that there will be no disruption in
the work of the country in the wake
of the passing away of President
Raisi.
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