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People’s President:
Life and legacy of

Ebrahim Raisi, who
redefined politics

By Alireza Hashemi

Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi, Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian and two other

officials have been declared dead after their helicopter crashed in the mountains of northeastern
Iranon 19may. Theincidenttookplacein East Azerbaijan province after President Raisi and his
accompanying delegation werereturning after inaugurating two hydraulic dams on the border with

Azerbaijan.

The helicopter had to make a hard landing due to inclement weather conditions - including heavyrain
and dense fog - which made it difficult for search and rescue teams to carry out the operation.
Thewreckage of the chopperwas discovered by emergency rescue teams in the wee hours of 20 may
morningindense forests nestled between the cities of Varzaqan and Jolfa in East Azerbaijan province.
Pir-Hossein Koulivand, head of the Iranian Red Crescent Society (IRCS), announced in televised remarks
thatno sign oflife was found on the crashed chopper, ending all hopes of survivors.

Who was Ebrahim Raisi?
Ebrahim RaisiwasbornonDecem-
ber14,1960,inthecity of Mashhad
innorthwesternIran.

He rose through the ranks to be-
come one of the most important
political figures in the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, holding many key
positions, including the chiefof the
judiciary, before taking the helm.
From2004to 2014, Raisiservedas
Iran’s deputy chief justice and was
known for his fair and humane ap-
proach, which won him many ad-
mirersacross the country.

In 2014, he was appointed as the
country’s Attorney General, a posi-
tionheheld until 2016.

He then became the custodian of
the holy shrine of Imam Reza, the
eighth Shialmam,inhishometown
Mashhad. As the custodian of the
shrine, he accomplished works
thatwerenotdone before.

His most notable appointment
came in March 2019 when the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei,
chosehimtolead Iran’sjudiciary.
He succeeded Sadeqh Amoli Lari-
jani, who was appointed the head
ofthe Expediency Council.
Asthehead oftheIranianjudiciary,
Raisiinitiated amuch-lauded cam-
paign against corruption in the
systemand enacted laws to protect
women againstdomesticviolence.
His popularity rose tremendous-
ly during his stint as the Iranian
judiciary chief, which paved the
ground for his political innings - as
the chiefexecutive.

How did he make a political
foray?
A noted Islamic scholar, Raisi
served as a member of the Assem-
bly of Experts from South Kho-

rasan province and was first elect-
ed fromthereinthe 2006 election.
In 2016, he became the deputy
leader of the Assembly of Experts,
a Constitutional body responsible
forappointing the Leader of the Is-
lamic Revolution. Ayatollah Janna-
tiheadsthebody.

Raisi became a household name in
Iran and across the Muslim world
in 2017 when he ran as a popular
candidate in the presidential elec-
tion against then-President Has-
san Rouhani.

He ended up second in that elec-
tion after Rouhani, who secured
23.5 million votes against Raisi’s
15.7 million.

However, his second presidential
bidin 2021 saw him emerge as the
decisive winner, assuming leader-
ship ofthe country for the next four
years.

In the 2021 election, Raisi won a



