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Late president's

literary initiatives

hedeceased Iranian president Ebrahim Raisiwas always trying to

neofthe characteristics of the presidentwas his attention to cultural

poets,andotherswhomakea

eturnedup atthe Bookofthe Year Award ceremony eachyear.
nearlyMarch2022,whenhealthguidelineslinkedtothe COVID-19
theclosing

ran’s Book of the Year Award was held simultaneously with the presence
isi, Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance Mohammad-
ehdi Esmaeili,and other cultural caretakers of the country.
Atthe ceremony, the presidentpointed outthatbooks play averykeyrolein
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political and economicanalyses andsaid: “Forthisreason, paying attention
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ewentontoaddthatbooksandbookreading are ofhugesignificancein
ran. Thanksto such anapproach, we'reseeing more and moregrowthand

uccessfromeducated Iraniansinsociety and academiccircles.
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esttool forunderstanding characters

Referring to the role of the book as a bridge between civilizations,
president Raisi maintained in that ceremony: “The book is the best
toolforunderstanding characters.Ifitwere notforthe works of Saadi,
Hafez,and Avicenna, itwould be very hard and even impossible to pin
them down. Getting to know a culture and civilization goes hand in
hand with getting to know the books, and through books and cultural
works, we can share our culture with other countries.”

Onthatday, the presidentalso paidattentiontothe hardshipsoftheliveli-
hood of Iranianliterary figures. “These days, many people whowrite well
arelivingindifficultconditions. They should be supported.”
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Duty of protecting culture

The following year; at the 40th Book of the Year Award ceremony, the
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asociety’s culture. You should always keep an eye on books. They're the
best way to preserve the history, culture, and knowledge of the nation.
Booksgiveusaplatformto passonthoughtsandscience.”

Pointing out the actions of his government in this regard, he explained:
“One of the serious plans of this government is to focus on cultural issues.

bookpublishingfield.”
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Elites of society

Two years later, president Raisi took
part in the 41st edition of the Book of
the Year Award ceremony on March 8,
2024, as well. The late president stated
there that the perfect human being was
the noble prophet of Islam, adding that
through books and by looking at the life
of the perfect human being and his pre-
cious parents, “we can see a role model
tobuildourlifeupon”.

Emphasizing that responsible writing
should be promoted, he noted: “We
shouldn't cash in on books, writing,
and the transmission of knowledge. Of
course, everyone has bills to pay, but
booksand the sharingofscience, knowl-
edge,and cultureshouldbe putonaped-
estal”

Thelate presidentstated that some jobs
insociety always rely on the treasury or
handouts and that the life of someone
struggling in this regard should be pro-
vided for somehow. “But we shouldn’t
bring the book down to the level of
a money-making medium,” he said.
“There might be some extra income in-
volved, but that's not the point. Writing
is one of those jobs that, although it's
considered work, shouldn't be about
makingmoney.”

Addressing the writers present at the
meeting, he highlighted: “You are the
elites of society and have your own re-
sponsibilities. We expect elites to safe-
guardsocietyfrom culturalinvasionand
protect it against deviations. An intel-
lectual isn't someone who leads people
towards Western or Easternthoughts.”
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