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“He first built a close alliance with
China in multiple fields, including
economy, energy, defense, and cul-
ture. Now, China is Iran’s leading
reliable and sustainable trade and
investment partner;” he noted.

“He then strengthened his coun-
try’s relationship with traditional
friendssuchasRussia.”

President Raisi, who passed away
in a helicopter crash has been
hailed by international political
commentators for his role in fur-
thering Iran’s national interests
while forging close ties with neigh-
bors.

Ramay said the “most transforma-
tive move” under his leadership
was the re-establishment of Iran’s
diplomatic ties with Saudi Arabia
after sevenyears of friction.

“This bold step towards rap-
prochement between Iran and
Saudi Arabia was a significant
event in recent history, given the

pivotal role these two nations play
in the region and among Muslims,”
the Pakistanianalyst stated.

“The agreementholds the promise
of de-escalation in the region and
the potential to pave the way for
lasting peace. Moreover, it could
play a crucial role in bridging the
sectarian divide among Muslims, a
pressingneed inthe current global
context” hehastened toadd.
Regarding the measures taken
by the administration of Martyr
Raisi to neutralize sanctions, Ra-
may, who is also an advisor to the
Sustainable Development Goals
Secretariat of the Parliament of
Pakistan, emphasized the glob-
al economy runs through supply
chains, and economicand regional
blocks drive these supply chains.
He termed Iran’s membership in
BRICS an “important milestone
and a smart way to grow Iran’s
economy.”

“BRICS is home to two leading
global growth contributors, Chi-
na and India. It is also home to the
most significant economies in oth-
er parts of the world, like Russia in
Eurasia, Brazil in Latin America,
and South Africain Africa.”

“Moreover, Russiaand Brazil are at
the forefront of introducing the al-
ternative currency to the US dollar.
Lastly, China is the second biggest
economy in the world, and most
importantly,itisoutofthe USinflu-
ence. It is emerging as the biggest
economic player and is predicted
to be the biggest economy in the
world.”

Iran officially became a member
of the BRICS grouping at the be-
ginning of 2024, five months after
it was accepted as a full member
along with Argentina, Egypt, Ethi-
opia, the UAE and Saudi Arabia.
“Itis expected that Iran’s member-
ship in BRICS will help the country
neutralize the impact of sanctions
and create new opportunities for

itself” the analyst stated.

The memberships in BRICS and
the Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
zation (SCO) were two diplomatic
masterstrokes of the Raisi admin-
istration, crafted jointly by Pres-
ident Raisi and Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian.
Referring to President Raisi’s
pro-neighborhood policy, Ramay
said he was working to strengthen
relations with neighboring coun-
tries, underscoring that two most
prominent examples were his last
two visits.

“First, he came to Pakistan. He met
with the leadership of Pakistan
and explored options for expand-
ing trade, economic, and invest-
mentrelations. Second, he went to
Azerbaijan to open new avenues
for cooperation,” he said, referring
to the Iranian president’s two final
foreigntrips.

The late Iranian president, he add-
ed, also worked to strengthen the
Axis of Resistance, especiallyinthe
wake of the Israeli genocidal war
onthebesieged Gaza Strip.
“Martyr Raisi earned respect in
other countries, especially Muslim
countries. First, he was a strong
voice for Palestine and provided
unwavering support to it. He was
an open supporter of Hamas and
provided them supportto save Pal-
estine people fromthe genocide by
Israel,” the analyst stated.

“Second, he was avocal and strong
voice against the blasphemy of
Islamic personalities and values.
His speech at the UN after Quran
burning incidents earned him
much respect among Muslims and
non-Muslims.”

Under his leadership, Iran
strengthened its relationship with
Russia more than in the past. Iran
provided military, economic, and
diplomatic support to Russia to
defy the pressure from NATO and
the US, hesaid.
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