Hossein Amir-Abdollahian had revolutionary and
veteran credentials, along with a deep worldview,
extensive experience, comprehensive and insightful
perspective on developments, and an admirable per-
sonality. This left no room for doubtamong then-par-
liamentarians thathe was the mostsuitable choice for
foreign minister. His nomination was approved with
an overwhelming majority of 270 votes in favor, 10
abstentions, and amere 6 votes against.

With Amir-Abdollahian’s appointment as the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, the two realms of the “field”
and “diplomacy”, once distant, reached new heights of
cooperation. Amir-Abdollahian’s personality traits,
such as his consultable nature, intelligence, compas-
sion, self-control, thoughtful expression, humility,
and spirit of seeking cooperation with other institu-
tions influencing Iran’s foreign policy, helped untan-
glethe domesticknotsin the country’s foreign policy.

2.Multi-dimensional view on foreign
polic

A defining feature of foreign policy during the ten-
ure of the late president Ebrahim Raisi was the shift
away from a one-sided approachin the internation-
al arena. The disappointing experience of attempt-
ing to engage with several Western powers, which
yielded little fruit and stagnated the development
of ties with other nations, prompted Amir-Abdolla-
hian to first, carefully analyze the recurring policies
of the past and then, recognize the need for a new
design.

This shift in perspective led to a focus on Africa, East
Asia, neighboring regions, and South America. Ap-
proval of Iran’smembership in the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation and BRICS, along with signing Free
Trade Agreements with Eurasian countries, during
thebriefpresidency of Raisi, resulted from this broad-
ened perspective.
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