
On November 8-9, 2023, the Iranian President made his second visits to Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, partic-
ipating in the 16th ECO Summit in Tashkent, Uzbekistan’s capital. He emphasized Iran’s determination to 
mobilize more resources and energy to enhance cooperation within the ECO framework.

Second trips to Tajikistan and Uzbekistan

The next trip of the late Raisi, the deceased 
President of Iran, was 22 days after his New 
York visit to Kazakhstan, a northern neighbor 
of Iran. During this trip, he met with the Emir of 
Qatar and the President of Azerbaijan, telling 
Ilham Aliyev that Iran was ready to use its ca-
pacity to resolve conflicts between Azerbaijan 
and Armenia.

Kazakhstan
Raisi’s last foreign trip in 2022 was to China, Iran’s larg-
est trading partner. On February 13, 2023, he went to 
Beijing for a three-day visit. During this trip, 20 coop-
eration documents and memoranda of understanding 
were signed in various fields including crisis manage-
ment, information and communication technology, 
media, trade, intellectual property, cultural heritage, 
and crisis management.

China

On May 2, 2023, the late Pres-
ident of Iran traveled to Da-
mascus, the capital of Syria, 
and met with Bashar al-As-
sad. This was the first visit by 
an Iranian president since the 
Syrian war crisis. During this 
visit, 14 cooperation docu-
ments were signed in various 
fields such as oil and energy, 
trade, and facilitating pil-
grimage affairs between the 
two countries.

Syria

One of the most significant foreign trips 
of the late Raisi in 2023 was his historic 
visit to Saudi Arabia after seven years, fa-
cilitated by China’s mediation. On Novem-
ber 11, he traveled to Riyadh to attend an 
emergency meeting of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation on the Gaza conflict. 
During this visit, he met with Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, where 
both parties emphasized the develop-
ment of bilateral relations between Iran 
and Saudi Arabia.
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