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  Vol. 8221 Iran’s renowned handwoven carpet from Bijar, famously 

known as the “Iron Carpet of Iran,” has achieved global 
recognition and protection as an enduring human 
heritage and an esteemed international brand. This 
significant milestone was officially documented at the 
World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in 
Switzerland. 
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Iranica Desk
The city of Dezful in the 
southwestern province of 
Khuzestan hosts a number 
of historical watermills, 
some of which were built 
concurrent with the estab-
lishment of the city during 
the Sassanid period, 1,700 
years ago. 
Roman Grishman, a French 
archaeologist, listed the 
mills among the oldest 

irrigation systems estab-
lished worldwide.
Close to 60 watermills 
were built in various parts 
of the city, such as under 
the old and new bridges 
and in Alikaleh neighbor-
hood. 
The watermills, some of 
which were still in use 
until the Safavid and Qa-
jar eras, helped improve 
the economy of the city 
throughout history.

Some of the watermills 
on the Dez r iverside 
were destroyed due to 
the river flooding; thus, 
only 20 st i l l  remain. 
The watermills of Dezful 
were registered on Iran’s 
National Heritage List in 
2001; however, with re-
spect to their great sig-
nificance, new studies 
are underway to prepare 
conditions for the inscrip-
tion of the mills and other 

water structures of the city 
on the UNESCO World Her-
itage List.
Mohmmad Azarkish, a cul-
tural heritage expert, told 
ISNA that the historical 
watermills of Dezful have 
been left unattended in 
recent years, which is why 
the structures are in need 
of renovation. 
He added that 25 water-
mills stand between the 
ancient and new bridges 

of Dezful, pointing out that 
the structures which were 
registered on Iran’s Na-
tional Heritage List should 
be taken care of very care-
fully and effectively.
Azarkish noted that the 
flooding of the river at the 
beginning of every spring 
causes damage to the wa-
termills, so they are in 
need of continuous resto-
ration. 
Referring to measures un-

dertaken to preserve the 
watermills, he said that 
strengthening them should 
be placed on the Cultural 
Heritage Ministry’s agen-
da.
He said that with numer-
ous historical attractions, 
Dezful can be recognized 
as an important tourist 
destination in the coun-
try, and the watermills can 
play a significant role in 
this respect.

Khuzestan Province is 
home to three UNESCO 
World Heritage sites, 
namely Susa, Chogha Zan-
bil, and Shushtar Histori-
cal Hydraulic System, yet 
it is a region of raw beauty 
where visitors could spend 
weeks exploring. 
The province is also a cra-
dle for arts and handicrafts 
which artisans have inher-
ited from preceding gener-
ations.

Historical watermills of Dezful urgently  
in need of renovation
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Fars Province attracts a large 
number of foreign and do-
mestic tourists annually.  The 
religious, historical and cul-
tural properties of the prov-
ince along with medical and 
therapeutic potentials, as well 
as four-season weather play a 
key role in flourishing its tour-
ism industry. 

Shiraz holy shrine
Shah Cheragh Shrine is a ma-
jor tourist destination and pil-
grimage site in the provincial 
capital of Shiraz. 
The mausoleum is where one 
of the brothers of Imam Reza, 
the eighth Shia Imam, is laid to 
rest. It boasts architectural ele-
ments and motifs from various 
centuries. The mausoleum has 
undergone various restoration 
projects over time. It was reg-
istered on the National Heri-
tage list in 1939. 

Historical monuments
In addition, the province 
boasts ancient sites. Pasarga-
dae is among these ancient 
sites located near Shiraz. It 
was the capital of the Achae-
menid Empire under Cyrus the 
Great (559–530 BC), who had is-
sued its construction as well as 
the location of his tomb. Pres-
ently, it is an archaeological 

site which has been inscribed 
on the UNESCO World Heri-
tage List. 
Naqsh-e Rostam is another 
ancient site of the Achae-
menid Empire, consisting of 
the tombs of Persian kings 
dating back to the first millen-
nium BC. It stands as a lasting 
memory of a once powerful 
empire that ruled over a sig-
nificant portion of the ancient 
world.
 Persepolis was the ceremoni-
al capital of the Achaemenid 
Empire (550–330 BC). It liter-
ally means “city of Persians”.  
Persepolis is situated 60 ki-
lometers northeast of Shiraz. 

The earliest remains of Perse-
polis date back to 515 BC. 

Famous poets
The provincial capital of Shi-
raz is also home to the tombs 
of Hafez and Sa’di.
Hafez was a 14th century poet 
whose works can be found in 
almost every Iranian home. 
His tomb is usually crowd-
ed with visitors. The tomb is 
raised up on a beautifully dec-
orated dais, surrounded by 
fragrant rose gardens, water 
channels and orange trees. 
Sa’di, a 13th century poet, is 
one of the greatest figures in 
classical Persian literature. His 
best-known works are: Bustan 
(The Orchard) and Golestan (The 
Rose Garden). 
Shiraz ranks among Iran’s 

medical and therapeutic 
hubs. It provides high quality 
medical services not only for 
Iranians, but also for a large 
number of patients from 
neighboring countries.  Ac-
cording to Shiraz University of 
Medical Sciences, about 1,500 
foreigners receive medical 
treatment in the city every 
month. 
Fars Province, with its 37 cit-
ies and towns and four-season 
weather, also provides great 
opportunities for promoting 
agricultural tourism and eco-
tourism, according to IRNA. 
All these attractions along 
with its intangible cultural her-
itage, have paved the ground 
for turning the province into 
a unique tourism hub. During 
his trip to the province in Octo-

ber 2021, President Ebrahim 
Raeisi called for promoting 
the tourism industry in Fars 
Province.
Minister of Cultural Heritage, 
Handicrafts and Tourism 
Ezzatollah Zarghami also an-
nounced that the government 
has allocated financial aid to 
develop the Pasargadae Com-
plex. 
Moslem Baqeri, a faculty mem-
ber of the tourism depart-
ment of Shriaz University, has 
touched upon distinguishing 
features of the tourism indus-
try in Fars Province. 
“Many tourists travel to Is-
fahan and the holy cities of 
Mashhad and Qom to visit 
historical places. Fars not 
only provides opportunities 
for tourists to visit historical, 
cultural, religious and natural 
sites, but also enables them 
to become familiar with food 
tourism and enjoy bird watch-
ing,” he said. 
Baqeri added that the tourism 
industry in Fars has not fully 
developed due to insufficient 
investments in the tourism in-
frastructure. 
He said deficiencies such as 
weakness in hosteling, mar-
keting and lack of direct flights 
from neighboring countries 
have adversely impacted the 
province’s tourism.  
The caretaker of Cultural Her-
itage, Handicrafts and Tour-
ism of Fars Province also said 
officials are pursuing plans to 
boost tourism there. 
Ruhollah Ravanshad said de-
veloping health tourism and 
organizing nomadic tours are 
among these plans. 

Fars Province eyes promotion of  
tourism industry 
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IRNA – Allameh Tabataba’i University of Iran 
entered into agreements with universities in 
Syria and Lebanon to enhance the quality of 
Persian language courses offered in these 
two Arab nations, as stated by the universi-
ty’s chancellor.
Under these agreements, Iran committed to 
facilitating the opportunity for ten outstand-
ing Persian language students from Syrian 
and Lebanese universities to study in Iran 
for one semester. In reciprocity, Iranian stu-
dents pursuing Arabic language studies will 
have the chance to study at universities in 
both Syria and Lebanon for one semester as 
well.
Abdollah Mo’tamedi, during his visit to the 
two Arab countries, emphasized the posi-
tive impact of the trip in strengthening the 
teaching of Persian language at universities 
in Syria and Lebanon.
This visit included visits to prominent Syr-
ian universities in Damascus, Aleppo, and 
Homs, along with several academic institu-
tions in Lebanon.

Iran to bolster Farsi 
courses at Syrian, 
Lebanese  
universities
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