Bangladesh to screen
joint work soon
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Bangladeshi actors.

A joint production of Iran and Bangladesh ‘Fereshta’
aka ‘Beautiful Lies’, directed and produced by Morteza
Atash Zamzam, is set to be screened and participate in
international festivals after completing post-production
stages of editing and sound. The social drama was shot last
year in the cities of Dhaka and Ghazipur, with the presence
of Bangladesh superstar Jaya Ahsan and several other

Iran, Bosnia (o expand library
cooperation
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During a meeting between library officials
from Iran and Bosnia, the two sides em-
phasized the need to expand their library
cooperation.

Head of Iran Public Libraries Foundation
Mehdi Ramezani and Head of Gazi Hus-
rev-beg’s Library in Sarajevo Osman Lavich
discussed strategies for deepening their
collaboration, according to IRNA.
Ramezani expressed optimism about
reaching a common strategy to advance
cooperation, stating that he hoped to serve
as an intermediary link between Gazi Hus-
rev-beg’s Library and the libraries of Iran.
He also believed that the signing of a mem-
orandum of understanding would mark the
beginning of extensive cultural collabora-
tion between the Islamic Republic of Iran
and Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Furthermore, Ramezani expressed Iran’s
readiness to improve and promote the
identity of the Persian department of Gazi
Husrev-beg’s Library.

Explaining the scope of Iran’s library net-
work, Ramezani noted that it is the larg-
est in the Islamic world, with 3,800 public
libraries, followed by Tiirkiye, which has
1,200.

He also highlighted the impressive number
of manuscripts kept in Iran’s public librar-
ies, which exceeds 10,000, adding that the
central library of Tabriz is the main center
for preserving these manuscripts.
Ramezani said, Iran’s public libraries offer
much more than just books and study halls,
noting that they provide over 60 educa-

tional, cultural, social, and artistic services.
The University of Sarajevo has a special
chair for learning Persian language and lit-
erature in the Faculty of Philosophy.
Ramezani further added that university
students and professors collaborate exten-
sively in the area of Persian manuscripts,
and their latest joint project was the cre-
ation of the Persian-Turkish encyclopedia.
Ramezani also mentioned that an interna-
tional conference on Ahmed Soudi, the only
commentator of ‘Bustan’, ‘Golestan’ by Per-
sian poet Sa’adi, and Divan Hafez, was held
in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Lavich acknowledged the significance of
digitization in the digital age, especially in
meeting the needs of university students.

He stated that all of their sources, journals,
publications, and manuscripts have been
digitized, and made available for free to
those who are interested.

He also proudly noted that they were the
first country in the Balkans to have digi-
tized all old manuscripts and publications,
adding that currently, 300,000 people use
their services.

Lavich stressed the significance of col-
laboration in the field of manuscript res-
toration between his library and Iranian
officials. He mentioned that his library has
amassed 15 years of experience in manu-
script restoration, but recognized the need
for Iran’s cooperation due to Iran’s greater
expertise and experience in this area.
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Mazandaran Province in north-
ern Iran has many natural at-
tractions, each of which can
draw numerous tourists and
nature lovers.

From the Caspian Sea shore and
the green forests to the tower-
ing mountains and the caves
in the heart of the mountains,
they are highly attractive for
those interested in ecotourism.
Tourists travel to the province
to enjoy its amazing climate and
unique landscapes.

Among all attractions, the
Daryasar Plain of Tonekabon,
with its golden chamomile flow-
ers, is known as “The Paradise
of Ecotourism Lovers”.

Every year in May, golden

chamonmile flowers cover the
Daryasar Plain, absorbing thou-
sands of people from across the
country.

To visit Daryasar Plain, you
have to pass through Dohezar
Road, a mesmerizing path sur-
rounded by dense and towering
trees.

About an hour and a half of hik-
ing awaits you from Asal Ma-
haleh village to Daryaser Plain.
However, since the area has a
beautiful nature, you will not
notice that the route is so long,
ISNA wrote.

With an elevation of 2,000 me-
ters above sea level, the plain
is covered by snow throughout
the winter.

Numerous bubbling springs,
golden chamomile flowers, along

with the view of a 4,175-meter
high Sialan Peak, enhance the
beauty of Daryasar Plain.

In fact, this plain is a borderland
that connects the lush forest of
northern Iran to the snowline
and glacier of Mount Alamut.
When the weather is fine,
watching the stars in the sky
will be very enjoyable; thus
astronomy lovers set up tents
and scientific equipment to
make full use of the opportu-
nity.

The head of Tonekabon Cultur-
al Heritage, Tourism and Hand-
icrafts Department said that
Daryasar Plain hosts a large
number of visitors throughout
the year, especially in May.
Dariush Rahim Mashaei added
that efforts are underway to

improve the tourism infrastruc-
tures of the region, adding that
collaboration with other related
organizations is a prerequisite
to achieving that goal.

He continued that more accom-
modations should be built in
the area, pointing out that the
establishment of eco lodges is
a best strategy which could be
adopted in this respect.

He noted that the Daryasar
Plain has provided a golden op-
portunity which should be used
to develop the tourism sector of
the region.

Mazandaran Province, with
green plains, snowy mountains,
Hyrcanian Forests, and beauti-
ful beaches, is one of the most
popular tourist destinations for
Iranians.

Elamite carvings in Izeh under threat
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Iran’s rich cultural heritage is at
risk due to natural and human
factors that threaten the coun-
try’s historical monuments.
Among these sites are the
Elamite carvings located in the
open-air relief museum in Izeh,
southwestern Iran, which have
been in a state of decline due to
natural elements and human
aggression. The sculptures boast
diverse relief motifs from various
Elamite periods, some dating
back to circa 2,700 BC, and hold
significant cultural and historical
value. Despite efforts to protect
the city’s cultural patrimony, in-
cluding inclusion on the tempo-
rary list of UNESCO in Iran since
20086, exploiters, illicit excavators,
smugglers, cultural heritage ig-
norant individuals, and natu-
ral occurrences continue to
pose a significant threat to
these valuable works.
Activists’ concerns

Mojtaba Gahestooni, a cul-
tural heritage activist, has
expressed concern about
the deteriorating state of
the Elamite petroglyphs in
Izeh city. He explains that
these works have been disfig-
ured by natural elements such
as light, sun, wind, rain, and hu-
man factors like mud, stones, and
aggression. The most prominent
case of human aggression is the
vanished figure of “Kul-e Farah”,
while partially destroyed reliefs of
Shivand petroglyph and a defaced
carving in Shekaft-e Salman serve
as other examples.

The petroglyphs, enlisted in the
national works list, include the
“Shekaft-e Salman” relief, but are
now in a dismal state with deep
cracks, fissures, and some even
disappearing entirely. Gahes-
tooni urges the authorities to take
prompt action to preserve these
valuable cultural heritage sites.
Ayapir, a website that covers
Izeh cultural developments, had
previously prioritized obser-
vation, protection, exploration,
restoration, and tourism plans,
but management changes and a
lack of resources have resulted
in some troubles for the website.
An instance of negligence can be
seen in the case of Bajul, an an-
cient relief that was left unattend-
ed in the Izeh Cultural Heritage
Department for several years. Ad-
ditionally, a museum that show-
cases historical artifacts, which
was inaugurated in recent years,
isin poor condition and remains
closed for the majority of the year.
Actions taken to preserve cultural
heritage

According to Gahestooni, the
office of registration, preserva-
tion, and restoration of heritage
should focus on protecting the
region’s historical monuments.
This institution has repeatedly
urged the authorities in Khuz-
estan Province to take more deci-
sive action in removing obstacles
to the global registration of these
historical monuments.

The Elamite petroglyphs are of
immense cultural and historical
significance and need urgent
protection and preservation to

ensure their survival for future
generations.

Iran and Italy have collaborated
to protect the historical reliefs
of Kul-e Farah and Khunag Azh-
dar by conducting archeological
excavations, 3D scanning, and
laser studies. These measures
have been implemented to pre-
vent unscrupulous activities and
ensure the preservation of these
important monuments.

Mehdi Faraji, the admin of Ayapir,
says that Khunag Azhdar’s loca-
tion has suffered from

soil excavation for construction
purposes, resulting in some land
subsidence.

He highlights the historical sig-
nificance of Khunag Azhdar and
points out that the premises of
key carvings, such as Shahsavar,
Kul-e Farah, and Shekaft-e Sal-
man, along with the Tag-e Tavileh
historical site, have been officially
designated and approved by the
Ministry of Cultural Heritage,
Handicrafts and Tourism.

In addition, a survey has been
conducted to evaluate the resto-
ration needs of important struc-
tures in Izeh, and proposals have
been presented to the provincial
authorities, with funding expect-
ed to be allocated for the resto-
ration work in the near future.
Preservation of cultural heritage
sites in Izeh is not just the re-
sponsibility of the cultural her-
itage officials, but requires the
cooperation of all organizations,
institutions, and local residents.
The cultural heritage department
also needs proper equipment and
tools to do their job, as the cur-
rent level of cooperation and co-
ordination is deemed insufficient.
Conservation measures have
been taken, such as replacing
damaged canopies and repairing
damaged structures, but there is
still much work to be done.

The government and private sec-
tor should allocate more resourc-
es toward the restoration and
preservation of Izeh’s cultural
heritage sites. Additionally, rais-
ing public awareness about the
importance of preserving these
sites is crucial in ensuring their
long-term survival. Without these
efforts, these priceless artifacts
and monuments could be lost
forever, taking with them a vital
part of Iran’s rich cultural history.




